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The 2008 American Community Survey includes new questions on health 
insurance status, marital history and VA service-connected disability rating. Each 
was added to comply with federal program needs, and each was thoroughly 
tested prior to inclusion in the American Community Survey in January 2008. 

Health Insurance Coverage 
Added to enable the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to more accurately 
distribute resources and better 
understand state and local health 
insurance needs. 

Marital History 
Marital history data enable multiple 
agencies to more accurately 
measure the effects of federal and 
state policies and programs that 
focus on the well-being of families. 

VA Service-Connected 
Disability Rating 
Added to enable the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs to 
measure Veterans Affairs (VA) 
service-connected disability rating 
entitlement status. This information 
will improve the VA’s ability to 
accurately anticipate the need for VA 
care and its associated cost. 
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