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Exercise 3.3




Exercise 3.4


Question:  How many people in West Virginia were 65 years old and over in 2004?





How to find an answer:  Using American FactFinder, access the 2004 ACS Data Profile for West Virginia.  





Also using American FactFinder, access the July 1, 2004, population estimate for West Virginia (see Estimates of the Resident population by Selected Age Groups for the United States and States and Puerto Rico: July 1, 2004).





Answer:  According to the ACS, 264,848 people in West Virginia were 65 and older in 2004.  According to the population estimate, 278,354 people in West Virginia were 65 and older in 2004.





Discussion suggestions:  Why are the two answers to the same question different?  Which answer is correct?





	Look at the NOTE at the top of the page of ACS data: Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college dormitories, and other group quarters.  Could the fact that the 2004 ACS data exclude the population living in nursing homes account for the difference?





	Table P38 from Census 2000 Summary File 1 shows that 12,275 West Virginians 65 and older were in group quarters in 2000.  Of these, 10,942 were in nursing homes.





	Two points to emphasize: (1) If an intercensal population estimate and an ACS estimate exist for a geographic area for the same time period, use the intercensal population estimate; (2) The 2006 ACS and later years includes the population in group quarters.





Question:  For the United States in 2004, how does the home ownership rate of non-Hispanic whites compare with that of people in other race groups and people of Hispanic origin?





How to find an answer:  Using American FactFinder, access Base Table B25003 and its race and Hispanic origin iterations.





Answer:





�
Source Table�
Estimate: Number�
Estimate: Percent�
�
�
�
Total�
Owners�
Total�
Owners�
�
All races/origins�
B25003�
109,902,090�
73,754,173�
100%�
67.1%�
�
White alone�
B25003A�
86,665,334�
62,441,951�
100%�
72.0%�
�
White alone, not Hispanic�
B25003H�
79,948,684�
59,109,514�
100%�
73.9%�
�
Black alone�
B25003B�
12,963,975�
5,977,608�
100%�
46.1%�
�
AIAN* alone�
B25003C�
770,686�
427,962�
100%�
55.5%�
�
Asian alone�
B25003D�
3,966,989�
2,286,276�
100%�
57.6%�
�
NHPI** alone�
B25003E�
116,315�
53,976�
100%�
46.4%�
�
Hispanic, may be any race�
B25003I�
11,255,800�
5,374,649�
100%�
47.8%�
�



*AIAN = American Indian and Alaska Native


**NHPI = Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander





Question:  In the United States in 2004, how do the following Hispanic origin groups compare in terms of the percent whose educational attainment is high school graduate or higher:


Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Guatemalan, Honduran, Salvadoran, Columbian, Ecuadorian, and Peruvian?





How to find an answer:  Using American FactFinder, access the Selected Population Profiles for these Hispanic origin groups.





Answer:





�
Estimate:


 Percent�
Margin of Error


(MOE): +/- Percent�
�
Mexican�
52.4%�
+/- 0.7%�
�
Puerto Rican�
72.4%�
+/- 1.2%�
�
Cuban�
74.2%�
+/- 1.7%�
�
Dominican�
61.6%�
+/- 2.2%�
�
Guatemalan�
48.3%�
+/- 3.6%�
�
Honduran�
52.7%�
+/- 3.7%�
�
Salvadoran�
41.3%�
+/- 2.7%�
�
Columbian�
85.6%�
+/- 1.8%�
�
Ecuadorian�
73.8%�
+/- 3.6%�
�
Peruvian�
89.1%�
+/- 2.1%�
�






Discussion suggestion:  What is the margin of error?  How does the margin of error affect your interpretation of these data? 





Question:  In Calvert County, Maryland, in 2004, how many workers took public transportation to work?





How to find an answer:  Using American FactFinder, access Base Tables B08130 and B08406.





Answer:  Table B08130 shows an estimate of 1,502 workers who lived in Calvert County taking public transportation to work.  Table B08406 shows an estimate of 98 workers who worked in Calvert County taking public transportation to work.





Discussion suggestions:  This exercise helps data users to clarify the difference between the place of work tables  (e.g., B08130) and workplace tables (e.g., B08406).





	Table B08130 shows that many Calvert County residents who worked in another state (e.g., the District of Columbia) took public transportation to work.  On the other hand, Table B08406 shows that very few people who worked in Calvert County took public transportation to work.








