Exercise 4.1


Question:  Estimate the current availability of affordable rental housing in Yakima city, Washington.





How to find an answer:  Here are the ACS data for Yakima for 2000 through 2004:





�
2000�
2001�
2002�
2003�
2004�
�
Total rental units�
13,293�
14,250�
14,314�
13,229�
12,355�
�
Number with a rent cost burden*�
6,093�
7,155�
7,662�
6,306�
4,902�
�
Cost burden not computed�
520�
278�
463�
476�
715�
�
Adjusted rental units**�
12,773�
13,972�
13,851�
12,753�
11,640�
�
Percent with a rent cost burden***�
47.7%�
51.2%�
55.3%�
49.4%�
42.1%�
�



*Units for which gross rent is 30 percent or more of household income


**Total rental units minus cost burden not computed


***Number with a rent cost burden divided by adjusted rental units





Discussion suggestions:  Is the 2004 single-year estimate for Yakima an appropriate estimate of the current availability of affordable rental housing (considering the 2000 to 2004 trend)?  How might three-year or five-year average estimates be computed?  No three-year or five-year estimates based on pooled data are available yet.





There are a number of vacant rental housing units in Yakima.  Base Table B25061 shows rent asked for vacant-for-rent housing units.  How might this information be used with the data above to produce a better estimate of the current availability of affordable rental housing in Yakima city, Washington?











