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The U.S. lacks an integrated statistical repository and data access toolset. The Census Bureau collects data for many federal agencies and to support many federal programs.  With Internet technology, the Census Bureau could be considered the hub of the national statistical system. To enhance this concept of a national hub, the Census Bureau's Data Integration Division has developed a data networking technology made up of three parts:  

First, the DataWeb. The DataWeb networks statistical databases to allow customers transparent, real time access to disparate data collected and published by hundreds of Federal agencies and public and private institutions. To the user, it appears as though the data reside at a single location. The DataWeb’s value-add is real time data access to refreshed networked databases. Included among the hundreds of data sets are Current Population Survey, Survey of Income and Program Participation, American Community Survey, American Housing Survey, Small Area Income Poverty Estimates, Population Estimates, Economic Census Area-wide Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease Control, and more.

Second,  DataFerrett.  DataFerrett is a data librarian that searches, retrieves and integrates data from multiple data sets. It generates variable recoding, complex tabulations, business graphics and maps. DataFerrett ensures proper use of data by attaching statistical rules to variables. 

Third, HotReports. Community decision-makers do not need data, they need information; they need the story of their community. Data users and analysts – without web page design skills -- can create these stories using HotReports. The resultant interactive Web pages and Web sites quickly integrate and present targeted data, transforming raw numbers into information with interactive graphics, maps and automatically generated text.  

This three-part system (DataWeb, DataFerrett, and HotReports) moves the Census Bureau from simply disseminating data to providing a nationally shared Internet repository and data toolset that expands a community’s access to and use of U.S. statistics.

Examples of HotReports will be demonstrated, through the recent, custom-made Community Economic Development HotReport, to address issues related to community contraction and expansion associated with base realignment and closure.  Our federal partner on this project was the Employment and Training Administration (part of the Department of Labor).

Questions:


1. What are the communities -- public and private -- that could most benefit from access to various databases?  How can we encourage participation by communities, including federal, state, and local agencies, to link their datasets to a real-time data networking system? 

2. How do we determine the types of data needed to increase the usefulness of the DataWeb and its toolset to more people?
3. How can the Census Bureau most effectively reach out to data analysts to help the Census Bureau exploit new data products for data user communities? 

4. DataWeb capabilities and activities are funded through reimbursable projects. With lean resources, are there business opportunities to increase information dissemination and use of data through this technology?  What kind of private/public partnerships should we consider? 
	This paper is released to inform interested parties of ongoing research, and to encourage discussion of work in progress.  The views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of the U.S. Census Bureau.








	[image: image1.jpg]



	Page 2 of 2 



[image: image1.jpg]