
Table 159. Ambulatory Care Visits to Physicians’ Offices and Hospital
Outpatient and Emergency Departments: 2006

[(1,123.4 represents 1,123,400,000.) Based on the annual National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey and National Hospital Ambu-
latory Medical Care Survey and subject to sampling error; see source for details]

Characteristic

Number of visits (mil.) Visits per 100 persons

Total

Physi-
cian

offices

Outpa-
tient

dept.

Emer-
gency
dept. Total

Physi-
cian

offices

Outpa-
tient

dept.

Emer-
gency
dept.

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,123.4 902.0 102.2 119.2 381.9 306.6 34.7 40.5
Age:

Under 15 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 199.7 157.9 19.9 21.9 328.9 260.1 32.7 36.0
15 to 24 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 104.0 72.4 12.0 19.5 250.9 174.8 29.0 47.1
25 to 44 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 245.4 185.3 25.1 35.0 299.0 225.8 30.6 42.7
45 to 64 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 310.7 256.5 28.7 25.5 417.8 345.0 38.6 34.3
65 to 74 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 124.1 108.1 8.9 7.1 664.5 578.7 47.8 38.0
75 years old and over . . . . . . . . . 139.6 121.8 7.6 10.2 823.5 718.6 44.8 60.2

Sex:
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 463.2 368.7 40.3 54.2 321.7 256.0 28.0 37.7
Female. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660.2 533.3 62.0 65.0 439.6 355.1 41.3 43.3

Race:
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 923.7 764.6 73.8 85.3 391.3 323.9 31.3 36.1
Black/African American . . . . . . . . 140.1 87.0 23.5 29.6 378.8 235.4 63.5 79.9
Asian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.7 38.7 2.7 2.4 334.2 295.5 20.4 18.2
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.9 3.0 0.5 10.5 756.8 580.4 90.1 186.3

American Indian/Alaska Native . . . 7.7 6.2 0.4 11.1 270.3 216.6 14.0 139.7
More than one race reported . . . . 4.2 2.4 1.4 0.4 89.7 51.5 29.7 8.4

Expected sources of payment 2:
Private insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . 636.2 545.7 43.2 47.3 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Medicare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251.1 212.5 17.9 20.7 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Medicaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188.5 126.4 31.8 30.4 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Worker’s compensation . . . . . . . . 18.3 15.5 0.8 2.1 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Self pay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.1 35.5 6.5 19.0 (X) (X) (X) (X)
No charge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.0 14.9 4.0 2.6 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.1 26.3 4.6 4.2 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.5 28.2 3.0 4.3 (X) (X) (X) (X)

X Not applicable. 1 Figures do not meet standard of reliability or precision. 2 Starting with 2006 data, more than one
source of payment could be reported per visit. Prior years showed ‘‘primary source of payments.’’

Source: U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Statistics Reports, Nos. 3, 4, and 7; August 06, 2008.
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/namcs.htm>.

Table 160. Visits to Office-Based Physicians and Hospital Outpatient
Departments by Diagnosis: 2001 and 2006

[(393.6 represents 393,600,000.) See headnote, Table 159]

Leading diagnosis 1
Number

(mil.)
Rate per 1,000

persons 2

2001 2006 2001 2006

MALE

All ages . . . . . . . . . . 393.6 408.9 2,883 2,840

Under 15 years old 3 . . . . . 86.7 91.8 2,803 2,958
Routine infant or child
health check . . . . . . . . 19.9 21.0 642 677

Acute upper respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . 7.5 7.5 243 241

Otitis media & Eustachian
tube disorders . . . . . . . 5.8 6.6 188 211

Attention deficit disorder . 2.8 3.5 89 113
Acute pharyngitis . . . . . . 1.8 3.2 59 104

15 to 44 years old 3 . . . . . 102.5 97.7 1,697 1,585
General medical exam. . . 3.8 4.3 63 70
Acute respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . 4.2 3.1 70 51

Essential hypertension . . 3.2 3.1 53 50
Spinal disorders . . . . . . . 3.7 3.1 62 50
Rheumatism, excluding
back. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.5 2.8 59 45

45 to 64 years old 3 . . . . . 105.0 118.5 3,384 1,185
Essential hypertension . . 7.5 8.4 243 232
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . 6.4 5.6 206 154
Spinal disorders . . . . . . . 4.5 5.5 145 152
Arthropathies and related
disorders. . . . . . . . . . . 3.1 4.8 100 134

Malignant neoplasms . . . 2.7 3.9 88 109
65 years old and over 3. . . 99.4 100.9 7,010 6,633

Malignant neoplasms . . . 4.5 7.2 319 471
Essential hypertension . . 6.3 5.8 444 379
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . 5.1 5.1 361 337
Heart disease, excluding
ischemic . . . . . . . . . . . 5.2 4.2 365 279

Ischemic heart disease . . 5.1 4.2 359 275

Leading diagnosis 1
Number

(mil.)
Rate per 1,000

persons 2

2001 2006 2001 2006

FEMALE
All ages . . . . . . . . . . 570.6 595.2 3,975 3,963

Under 15 years old 3 . . . . . 78.3 85.9 2,654 2,897
Routine infant or child
health check . . . . . . . . 18.0 19.4 610 654

Acute upper respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . 7.0 8.4 239 283

Otitis media & Eustachian
tube disorders . . . . . . . 6.4 5.1 216 171

Acute pharyngitis . . . . . . 2.4 3.2 81 107
Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . 1.5 2.2 52 75

15 to 44 years old 3 . . . . . 194.2 197.2 3,159 3,186
Normal pregnancy . . . . . 20.1 22.7 327 367
Gynecological exam . . . . 6.1 8.9 99 143
Complications of preg-
nancy, childbirth, and
the puerperium. . . . . . . 4.1 6.4 66 104

Acute respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . 6.0 6.3 97 103

Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . 3.8 4.5 61 72
45 to 64 years old 3 . . . . . 155.7 166.7 4,714 4,360

Essential hypertension . . 8.1 9.1 246 239
Arthropathies and related
disorders. . . . . . . . . . . 8.1 8.1 245 212

Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . 5.7 6.9 173 180
Spinal disorders . . . . . . . 5.5 6.8 166 177
Gynecological exam . . . . 4.8 6.4 144 168

65 years old and over 3. . . 142.5 145.4 7,291 7,128
Essential hypertension . . 10.8 10.6 555 518
Arthropathies and related
disorders. . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 7.1 384 348

Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . 8.0 6.6 412 323
Malignant neoplasms . . . 4.9 5.8 248 284
Heart disease, excluding
ischemic . . . . . . . . . . . 5.9 5.4 300 264

1 Based on the International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision, clinical modification, (ICD-9-CM). 2 Based on U.S.
Census Bureau estimated civilian population as of July 1. 3 Includes other first-listed diagnoses not shown separately.
4 Excluding pharyngitis.

Source: U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Statistics Reports, Nos. 3 and 4; August 06, 2008.
<http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/namcs.htm>.
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