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Webinar Outline 
 Upcoming ACS Data Releases 
 ACS Basics 
 5-Year ACS Geography and Products 
 ACS Documentation 
 Census Business Builder 
 Q&A 
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Stay on the line to learn how to access Block Group data using  



Upcoming ACS Data 
Releases 



Upcoming ACS Data Release 
MEDIA EMBARGO: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

Embargo Includes 2010-2014 ACS 5-Year Estimates: 

 5-Year Data Products 

 5-Year Summary File 

PUBLIC RELEASE: Thursday, December 3, 2015 
Release Includes 2010-2014 ACS 5-Year Estimates: 

 5-Year Data Products  

 5-Year Summary File 

 Narrative Profile 

 DataFerrett, API, Easy Stats, QuickFacts, Census Business Builder 
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Upcoming ACS PUMS Release 

 Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files 
contain individual housing unit and person 
records with limited geography to ensure 
confidentiality 
 

 January 21:  2010-2014 ACS 5-Year PUMS File 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/pums.html 



ACS Basics 



The American Community Survey 

 Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million 
addresses per year 

 Collects data on a wide range of demographic, 
social, economic, and housing characteristics 

 Designed to produce critical information that was 
previously collected in the decennial census 

 Fully implemented in 2005 

 Publishes annual estimates for small geographic 
areas and population groups 
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ACS Content 
Social 

Economic 

Housing 

Demographic 
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Social 
Education 
Marital Status 
Fertility 
Veterans 
Disability 
Citizenship 
Language 
Migration 

Employment Status 
Income 
Commuting 
Occupation & Industry 
Health Insurance 
Class of Worker 
 

Economic 
Tenure (Own/Rent) 
Occupancy & Structure 
Home Value 
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) 
Utilities 
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities 

Housing 

Sex 
Age 
Race 
Hispanic Origin 
Relationship to Householder 

Demographic 



5-Year Estimates 
 Describe the average characteristics over a specific 

period of time, not a single point in time 

 5-Year estimates are NOT an average of 1-year 
estimates 

 Data are pooled across 60 months, weighted to produce 
estimates, and controlled for age, sex, race, and 
Hispanic origin 

 Estimates are based on geographic boundaries as of 
January 1 of the last year in the 5-year period 

 Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most 
recent year for the period 
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Using 5-Year Estimates 

 No 1-year estimate is available 

 Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger 
than required 

 Analyzing data for small population groups 

 Comparing various geographies when one or 
more of them do not receive 1-year estimates 
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5-Year Comparisons 

 Only compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 
2010-2014 and 2005-2009) 

 
 Only compare estimates from the same dataset 

(e.g., 5-Year to 5-Year) 
 
 Compare across geographies and subpopulations 
 
 Compare percentages, means, medians and rates 

whenever possible 
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Comparison Guidance 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2014.html 



Comparison Guidance 

14 

census.gov/acs/www/guidance/comparing-acs-data/acscensus-table-lookup/ 



5-Year ACS  
Geography and Products 



5-Year Geography 
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• All geographic areas 
down to the tract and 
block group level  

 
• Over 578,000 

geographic areas 
 

• 87 different summary 
levels available 

 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs.html 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/


5-Year Data Products 
 Data Profiles  

(Social, Economic, Housing, 
Demographic) 

 Geographic Comparison 
Tables (92) 

 Subject Tables (69) 

 Detailed Tables (1,045) 

 Narrative Profile 

 Data Tools 
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ACS New Tables 
 B05013: Sex by Age for the Foreign-

Born Population 

 B05014: Sex by Age for the Foreign-
Born Population 

 B23026: Sex by Work Status in the 
Past 12 Months by Usual Hours 
Worked Per Week in the Past 12 
Months by Weeks Worked in the Past 
12 Months for the Population 65 Years 
and Over 

 B23027: Full-Time, Year-Round Work 
Status in the Past 12 Months by Age 
for the Population 16 Years and Over 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-
changes.html/ 



ACS New Tables 
 C27013: Sex by Work experience for 

Private Health Insurance Coverage 

 C27014: Sex by Work Experience for 
Public Health Insurance Coverage 

 C27017: Income-to-Poverty Ratios by 
Private Health Insurance Coverage 

 C27018: Income-to-Poverty Ratios by 
Public Health Insurance Coverage 

 B27023: Private Health Insurance 
Coverage by School Enrollment for 
young adults aged 19 to 25 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-
changes.html 



Noteworthy Data Product Modifications 

 Housing tables modified to expand housing 
burden categories (B25074, B25095) 

 Title for foreign born table modified to “Period of 
Entry” from ‘Year of Entry” (B05005) 

 Summary Level 070: State-County-County 
Subdivision-Place/Remainder or Part was 
streamlined to 15 tables.   
 We will continue to produce tract-level (summary level 140) and block 

group-level estimates (summary level 150).   

 
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-

changes.html 
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American FactFinder (AFF) 
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factfinder.census.gov 



5-Year Summary File 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html 
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Narrative Profile 



census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/ 
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Accessing the Narrative Profile 



Data Tool Updates 
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Accessing Data Tools 

www.census.gov 
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DataFerrett 

http://www.census.gov 
dataferrett.census.gov 
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Application Programming 
Interface (API) 

census.gov/developers 
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ACS Documentation 



ACS Website 
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census.gov/acs 



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html 
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Data Release Information 



Technical Documentation 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html 

32 



Census Business Builder 



CBB Basics 
 Easy to use 
 Customer focused 
 Census and private-sector data 
 Mapping software standardized for both 

demographic and economic data 
 32 ACS variables available down to the 

tract-level 
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https://cbb.census.gov 
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https://cbb.census.gov 
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https://cbb.census.gov 
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CBB Home Page 
http://www.census.gov/data/data
-tools/cbb.html 
 

Key Features: 
 Tool Link 
 Promo Video 
 Flyers, Fact Sheets, 

FAQs and Help 
 Tutorial Videos 
 

https:/cbb.census.gov 
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http://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
http://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html


Questions? 
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After Questions Stay for a Demo:  
How to Access 5-Year Block Group Data on 

American FactFinder 

Dial *1 for the Operator 



 Purpose:  
 Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data.  
 Promote information sharing among data users about key 

ACS data issues and applications 
 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS 

data users 
 Webinars and special sessions at professional 

meetings planned 
 Users group website and online community  
 

acsdatausers.org 
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facebook.com/uscensusbureau 
 
twitter.com/uscensusbureau 
 
youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau 
 
instagram.com/uscensusbureau 
 
pinterest.com/uscensusbureau 
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Join our Thunderclap to let your 
followers know about the new data 
that’s available.  
 
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects
/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-
acsdata  

Follow us!  

Continue the Conversation #ACSData 

https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
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https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata
https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/34742-celebrate-10-years-of-acsdata


Need Local Stats? 
 Assistance Near You! 

 
Our regional data staff 
can help you access 
local statistics from the 
ACS or offer training to 
help build your skills. 
Contact us at the 
following address: 
pio@census.gov 
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mailto:pio@census.gov


Questions? 
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After Questions Stay for a Demo  
How to Access 5-Year Block Group Data on 

American FactFinder 

Dial *1 for the Operator 



For Further Information 
Media  Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
Non-Media   Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 
Press Kit      http://census.gov/newsroom/press-   
   kits/2015/20151210_acs5yr2014.html 
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Accessing ACS 5-Year 
Block Group Data in  
American FactFinder 



What is a Block Group? 
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Access American FactFinder 
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factfinder.census.gov 



1. Start 
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2. Dataset 
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3. Geographies 
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4. Search Results 
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Table B01001 
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Final Questions? 
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Dial *1 for the Operator 



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
Non-Media   Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
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Need Local Stats? 
 Assistance Near You! 

 
Our regional data staff 
can help you access 
local statistics from the 
ACS or offer training to 
help build your skills. 
Contact us at the 
following address: 
pio@census.gov 
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mailto:pio@census.gov


Evaluation 
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Continue the Conversation 
#ACSdata 

facebook.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
twitter.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau 
 
 
instagram.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
pinterest.com/uscensusbureau 
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Source us: 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 
American Community 
Survey   
--or-- 
2010-2014 American 
Community Survey 5-
year estimates 



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
Non-Media   Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 

Press Kit      http://census.gov/newsroom/press-   
   kits/2015/20151210_acs5yr2014.html 
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