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Exercise Answers
Exercise 1: In what industry would you find Car Dealers? (Using NAICS Web Page)
· Navigate to the NAICS web page by clicking on the NAICS link on the Census Bureau Home page.  (www.census.gov/naics)
· Enter “Car Dealers” in the 2007 NAICS Search box and click the button.

· New Car Dealers are classified in NAICS 441110 and Used Car Dealers are classified in NAICS 441120. (By inference, Car Dealers are classified in NAICS 4411.)

Exercise 2a: What were the total sales of Automobile Dealers (NAICS 4411), New Car Dealers (NAICS 44111), and Used Car Dealers (NAICS 44112) in Washington, DC in 2007? (Add sales for both employers and nonemployers  (Using the Economy-Wide Key Statistics file in American FactFinder.)
· Navigate to American FactFinder by clicking on the American FactFinder link on the Census Bureau Home page. (factfinder.census.gov)

· Click the “get data” link under Economic Census.

· Click the “Economy-Wide Key Statistics” link.

· To select data for all 3 NAICS industries:
· Place your cursor over the “Filter Rows” menu item and choose “by Industry / 2007 NAICS”.

· Type “4411*” in the Search for an industry box, and click the Search button.

· Select “4411: Automobile dealers”, “44111: New car dealers”, and “44112: Used car dealers” from the list, click the “Add” button, and click the “Show Result” button.

· The table displays with data for these industry for the U.S.

· To select Washington DC
· Place your cursor over the “Filter Rows” menu item and choose “by Geography”.

· Choose “State” from the “geographic type” menu, then “District of Columbia” from the “Select a state” menu, and click the “Add” button. (Note: Since Washington DC is also a county equivalent, you can also select it by choosing “County” from the “geographic type” menu, then “District of Columbia” from the “Select a state” menu, then “District of Columbia” from the final “geographic area” menu, and click the “Add” button.)
· Since we are not interested in data for the U.S., select it from the list at the bottom and click the “Remove” button.

· Finally, click the “Show Result” button.

· The table displays with data for these industries for Washington DC.
· The sales of nonemployer car dealers in Washington DC were $6,255 (in $1,000), but the sales of employer car dealers was suppressed so we can not derive a total for the District.
· The data for nonemployer “New car dealers” is shown with an “N”, indicating that these data are not available.  This is because nonemployer new car dealers are reclassified as used car dealers in the Nonemployer Statistics program.
Exercise 2b: Rank all counties in the Washington DC Combined Statistical Area by the sales of automobile dealers (employers only) Which county ranked first?  (Using the Sort tool in AFF on the Economy-Wide Key Statistics file.)
· To view the data only for NAICS 4411

· Place your cursor over the “Filter Rows” menu item and choose “by Industry / 2007 NAICS”.

· Choose 44111 and 44112 from the “industry menu” at the bottom, and click the “Remove” button.

· Finally, click the “Show Result” button.

· The table displays with data for just 4411 for Denver County.

· To select all Washington DC Combined Statistical Area counties (plus the CSA total)
· Place your cursor over the “Filter Rows” menu item and choose “by Geography”.

· Click the “geo within geo” tab.

· Choose “Counties” from the “Show me all” menu, then “Combined Statistical Area” from the “Within” menu, then select “Washington-Baltimore-Northern Virginia, DC-MD-VA-WV CSA” from the “Select a combined statistical area” menu, then select “All counties” from the final “geographic area” menu, and click the “Add” button.

· Click the “list” tab.

· Choose “Combined Statistical Area” from the “geographic type” menu, then “Washington-Baltimore-Northern Virginia, DC-MD-VA-WV CSA” from the next menu, and click the “Add” button.

· Finally, click the “Show Result” button.

· The table displays with data for this industry for all Washington DC Combined Statistical Area counties plus the CSA total.

· To rank the counties in descending sales order

· Place your cursor over the “Options” menu item and choose “Sort Rows”.

· Choose “Sales, shipments,…” from the “Sort by” menu, click the “Descending” radio button, and click the “Update” button.

· The table displays with data for this industry for all Colorado counties in descending Sales order.
· Montgomery County was listed 1st with $3,695,005 (in $1,000) in sales of automobile dealers in 2007. To confirm that this county is in fact the top ranked county (that the 9 D’d counties at the bottom of the table do not rank higher then Montgomery County, download the data, sum the published counties, and subtract this sum from the state total.  Doing so would reveal that the sum of these suppressed counties is $5.7 Billion. Since this sum is larger then the data for Montgomery county, we can NOT confirm that Montgomery County is in fact the largest.
Additional Exercises to Try Back at Your Office

Exercise 3:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What kinds of stores sell the most packaged liquor, wine, and beer nationwide?
· At the AFF main page (factfinder.census.gov), select "get data" under Economic Census.

· Under Detailed Statistics, select "Search for data sets"

· Select the "Industry or Product" button

· On the Filter Data Sets by Industry or Product page

· Select a category: "Products and Services"

· In the search box enter "liquor" and click the Search button

· Navigate to the bottom of the list of product codes, and, under Retail Trade, select "20140: Packaged liquor, wine, & beer" 

· Click the OK button.

· Select the "EC0744I3: Preliminary Product Lines..." file

· Note that the file is pre-filtered to the selected product code.

· In the menu bar at the top, hover over Options and select "Sort Rows".

· In the Sort Rows pop-up...

· Select Sales ($1,000) in the first Sort by... field

· Select the Descending radio button

· Click the "Update" button at the top.

· In the results, look just at the 4-digit codes to avoid duplication.  
· NAICS 4453 Beer, wine and liquor stores, had sales of $32.7 billion, followed by NAICS 4451, Grocery stores, with $18 billion, followed by NAICS 4471, Gasoline stations, with $9.6 billion. 

(Note:  similar data will be published in fall 2010 in final "Product Lines" files that include states and metropolitan areas.)
Exercise 4:  Where would you find the latest data about businesses by ZIP Code?
· At www.census.gov, select the big heading "Business & Industry"

· Click the "Data by Geography" tab.

· In the lower set of tabs, click the "ZIP Codes" tab.

· Select "2007" next to ZIP Code Business Patterns.  

· Data can be easily displayed one ZIP Code at a time.  

· Alternatively, the data can be downloaded in large comma-delimited files or manipulated in American FactFinder, both of which are linked at the bottom of the page.

Exercise 5:  Are data on hospitals comparable between NAICS and SIC?
· At www.census.gov, select the big heading "Business & Industry"

· In the upper right corner, enter “Hospitals” into the search box and click the “Industry Search” button.

· Come down to the entry for “Hospitals” and select “622”

· Select the “Historical Comparability” tab.

· On the first two lines you see that NAICS 622 is unchanged between 2002 and 2007 and between 1997 and 2002.  The third line says that 1997 NAICS 622 is comparable to SIC 806.
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