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Table 1: Population Profile for differents groups by Hispanic Origin in the United States and Puerto Rico:  1990 to 2008

1990(1) 2000(1) 2008 (2)

 Subject 
United States 

Puerto Rican(3)
Islander Puerto 

Rican(4) Mexican Cuban

Other
Hispanic
or Latino

White, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino

Black or 
African

American, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino
United States 

Puerto Rican(3)
Islander Puerto 

Rican(4) Mexican Cuban

Other
Hispanic or 

Latino

White, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino

Black or 
African

American, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino
United States 

Puerto Rican(3)
Islander Puerto 

Rican(4) Mexican Cuban

Other
Hispanic
or Latino

White, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino

Black or 
African

American, not 
Hispanic or 

Latino
Total population              2,651,815 3,522,037 13,393,208 1,053,197   4,801,869 188,424,773        29,284,596 3,406,178 3,808,610 20,640,711 1,241,685 10,017,244 194,552,774 33,947,837 4,216,533 3,954,037 30,738,559 1,617,010 10,319,354 198,942,886 36,701,103

INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS 
(INFLATION-ADJUSTED DOLLARS)

Households 797,809 1,188,985 3,302,126 392,200    1,379,905 73,747,747 9,767,383 1,091,402 1,261,816 5,051,374 480,518 2,649,316 78,983,497 11,839,171 1,347,080 1,186,497 7,639,880 582,520 3,057,865 80,953,272 13,110,447
Median household income (dollars) 21,056 8,895 23,694 27,741 26,067 31,672 19,766 30,644 14,412 33,621 36,671 34,651 45,367 29,445 39,039 18,401 40,647 42,724 44,861 56,826 35,435

POVERTY LEVEL
Population Below Poverty level 812,798 2,057,377 3,447,149 149,825 993,720 16,518,669 8,244,529 853,443 1,818,687 4,814,500 177,935 1,951,996 15,414,119 7,970,165 978,911 1,750,559 6,903,039 42,724 44,861 18,027,678 8,445,618
  Percent below Poverty Level 31.7% 58.9% 26.3% 14.6% 21.2% 9.0% 29.4% 25.8 48.2 23.5 14.6 20.7 8.1 24.8 24.0% 44.8% 22.90% 14.2% 16.7% 9.3% 24.1%

EMPLOYMENT STATUS
   Population 16 years and over 1,796,295 2,497,078 8,807,842 883,416    3,538,349 149,164,557 20,953,608 2,373,500 2,842,876 13,889,410 1,048,289 6,858,547 155,509,898 24,313,733 2,973,757 3,089,254 20,446,025 1,316,054 7,666,011 162,673,898 27,776,954
In labor force 60.4% 47.3% 68.3% 65.0% 69.6% 65.3% 62.7% 58.8% 40.7% 62.2% 56.0% 61.5% 64.9% 60.3% 64.0% 47.4% 69.7% 61.9% 72.2% 65.5% 64.2%
  Civilian Labor force 58.9% 47.0% 67.6% 64.6% 68.8% 64.5% 61.3% 57.7% 40.5% 61.8% 55.7% 61.1% 64.4% 59.4% 62.9% 47.3% 69.3% 61.6% 71.7% 65.0% 63.5%
    Employed 51.5% 37.4% 60.4% 60.1% 62.2% 61.3% 53.4% 51.4% 32.7% 56.1% 51.8% 55.4% 61.6% 52.6% 56.6% 40.3% 64.2% 57.4% 66.6% 61.6% 56.1%
    Unemployed 7.3% 9.6% 7.2% 6.9% 6.6% 3.2% 7.9% 6.3% 7.8% 5.7% 4.0% 5.6% 2.8% 6.9% 6.3% 7.0% 5.1% 4.2% 5.1% 3.4% 7.4%
        Percent of Civilian Labor Force 12.4% 20.4% 10.7% 6.9% 9.6% 5.0% 12.9% 10.9% 19.2% 9.3% 7.1% 9.2% 4.3% 11.5% 10.0% 14.8% 7.4% 6.9% 7.2% 5.2% 11.7%
  Armed Forces 1.6% 0.2% 0.7% 0.4% 0.7% 0.8% 2.4% 1.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.5% 0.8% 1.1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.5% 0.7%
Not in Labor force 39.6% 52.7% 31.7% 35.0% 30.4% 34.7% 37.3% 41.2% 59.3% 37.8% 44.0% 38.5% 35.1% 39.7% 36.0% 52.6% 30.3% 38.1% 27.8% 34.5% 35.8%

SEX AND AGE
Male 49.0% 48.4% 51.9% 49.2% 49.2% 48.7% 47.1% 48.7% 48.1% 53.0% 49.9% 49.4% 48.9% 47.5% 50.0% 48.0% 52.4% 50.2% 50.2% 49.1% 47.6%
Female 51.0% 51.6% 48.1% 50.8% 50.8% 51.3% 52.9% 51.3% 51.9% 47.0% 50.1% 50.6% 51.1% 52.5% 50.0% 52.0% 47.6% 49.8% 49.8% 50.9% 52.4%

Median age (years) 25.5 28.5 23.8 38.9 28.2 34.9 28.4 27.4 32.1 24.3 40.1 27.4 38.6 30.3 29.0 35.9 25.7 41.4 30.9 41.1 32.3

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Population 25 years and over 1,353,376 1,952,297 6,362,441 768,229  2,742,747   125,898,648       16,432,555 1,842,900 2,288,326 10,178,093 934,544 5,314,840 133,786,263 19,533,062 2,375,539 2,571,234 15,816,915 1,139,940 6,225,113 139,289,828 22,162,799

Percent high school graduate or higher 53.4% 49.7% 44.2% 56.6% 59.2% 79.1% 63.3% 63.3% 60.0% 45.8% 62.9% 59.5% 85.5% 72.4% 72.9% 67.0% 54.8% 75.6% 68.6% 90.1% 80.8%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher 9.5% 14.3% 6.3% 16.5% 13.7% 22.0% 11.4% 12.5% 18.3% 7.5% 21.2% 13.6% 27.0% 14.3% 15.8% 21.2% 9.0% 25.4% 19.4% 30.7% 17.5%

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME AND 
ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH

Population 5 years and over 2,370,798 3,219,765 11,826,999 995,348  4,376,592   175,934,346       26,609,376 3,091,161 3,515,228 18,513,696 1,189,479 8,775,240 183,342,983 31,037,419 3,788,020 3,718,494 26,990,822 1,513,610 9,346,083 187,941,160 33,970,480
Speak English only 19.0% 1.8% 23.4% 10.6% 23.4% 94.3% 95.0% 24.6% 14.4% 21.2% 13.7% 21.8% 94.0% 94.0% 33.6% 4.8% 23.8% 16.6% 20.5% 94.2% 93.3%
Speaks English only or Speaks another 
language but speaks English "very well" (5) 66.5% 23.6% 61.1% 51.4% 58.1% 98.2% 98.3% 73.3% 28.1% 56.9% 54.1% 60.3% 98.1% 98.0% 80.3% 18.9% 61.6% 58.3% 59.4% 98.3% 97.7%
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census of Population. Census 2000. 2008 American Community Survey. 2008 Puerto Rico Community Survey.

Notes:
  (1) Data from U.S and P.R. Decennial Census.
  (2) Data from American Community Survey and Puerto Rico Community Survey
  (3) Include Puerto Ricans in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.
  (4) Include the total population living in Puerto Rico.
  (5) The denominator for this measure is the the Total Population 5 years and over.

Table 2: Population Profile of the Total Population and the Puerto Rican Population for Selected Geographies:  2008

 Subject 
 United States 

Total Population 
United States 

Puerto Rican(1)
Florida

Puerto Rican
NY MSA

Puerto Rican
Islander  Puerto 

Rican(2)

Total population 304,059,728 4,216,533 744,473 1,209,884 3,954,037

INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS (INFLATION-
ADJUSTED DOLLARS)

Households 113,101,329 1,347,080 242,063 406,109 1,186,497
Median household income (dollars) 52,029 39,039 41,892 36,452 18,401

POVERTY LEVEL 39,108,422 978,911 127,515 293,984 1,750,559
  Percent below Poverty Level 13.2% 24.0% 17.5% 24.8% 44.8%

EMPLOYMENT STATUS
   Population 16 years and over 238,764,455 2,973,757 550,590 892,362 3,089,254
In labor force 65.9% 64.0% 67.1% 58.5% 47.4%
  Civilian Labor force 65.4% 62.9% 66.5% 58.5% 47.3%
    Employed 61.3% 56.6% 60.3% 53.2% 40.3%
    Unemployed 4.2% 6.3% 6.2% 5.3% 7.0%
      Percent of Civilian Labor Force 6.4% 10.0% 9.3% 9.1% 14.8%
  Armed Forces 0.5% 1.1% 0.6% 0.1% 0.1%
Not in Labor force 34.1% 36.0% 32.9% 41.5% 52.6%

SEX AND AGE
Male 49.3% 50.0% 50.8% 47.7% 48.0%
Female 50.7% 50.0% 49.2% 52.3% 52.0%

Median age (years) 36.9 29.0 31.7 31.9 35.9

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE
Households 113,101,329 1,347,080 242,063 406,109 1,186,497
Family households with own children under 18 
years 30.7% 40.1% 40.4% 34.1% 30.4%
Female householder, no husband present, family 
with own children under 18 years 7.4% 17.2% 12.8% 17.3% 12.2%

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Population 25 years and over 200,030,018 2,375,539 457,074 725,146 2,571,234

Less than high school diploma 15.0% 27.1% 21.7% 31.5% 33.0%
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 28.5% 28.9% 28.9% 29.2% 24.2%
Some college or associate's degree 28.8% 28.2% 31.9% 25.1% 21.6%
Bachelor's degree 17.5% 10.7% 12.6% 9.3% 15.5%
Graduate or professional degree 10.2% 5.1% 4.9% 4.9% 5.6%

Percent high school graduate or higher 85.0% 72.9% 78.3% 68.5% 67.0%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher 27.7% 15.8% 17.5% 14.2% 21.2%

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME AND ABILITY TO 
SPEAK ENGLISH

Population 5 years and over 283,149,507 3,788,020 678,363 1,106,084 3,718,494
Speak English only 80.3% 33.6% 24.5% 29.4% 4.8%
Speaks English only or Speaks another language but 
speaks English "very well" (3) 91.4% 80.3% 77.3% 79.6% 18.9%

PLACE OF BIRTH
   Total population 304,059,728 4,216,533 744,473 1,209,884 3,954,037
       Population born in Puerto Rico 1,441,567 1,339,465 322,837 339,089 3,638,484
Percent born in Puerto Rico 0.5% 31.8% 43.4% 28.0% 92.0%
Percent born somewhere else 99.5% 68.2% 56.6% 72.0% 8.0%

FERTILITY
Women 15 to 50 years 75,960,920 1,111,407 192,944 323,971 1,011,080

Women 15 to 50 years who had a birth in the past 12 
months 4,436,577 69,325 9,982 19,974 45,597

Unmarried women 15 to 50 years who had a birth 
in the past 12 months 1,521,094 39,034 4,287 10,957 22,494

As a percent of all women with a birth in the past 
12 months 34.3% 56.3% 42.9% 54.9% 49.3%

Sources: 2008 American Community Survey. 2008 Puerto Rico Community Survey.

Notes:
  (1) Include Puerto Ricans in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.
  (2) Include the total population living in Puerto Rico.
  (3) The denominator for this measure is the the Total Population 5 years and over.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census of Population. Census 2000. 2008 American Community Survey. 2008 Puerto Rico Community Survey.

Figure 1: Median Household Income for the Hispanic Population in 
United States and the Population in Puerto Rico: 1990, 2000 and 2008
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census of Population. Census 2000. 2008 American Community Survey. 2008 Puerto Rico Community Survey.

Figure 2: Percent of Hispanic Population in United States and 
Population in Puerto Rico with High School Diploma and higher: 
1990, 2000 and 2008 
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Figure 3: Percent of Hispanic Population in United States and the 
Population in Puerto Rico with a Bachelor's Degree and higher: 
1990, 2000 and 2008
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey.

Figure 4: Percentage of the Puerto Rican Population who were born in 
Puerto Rico by Selected Geographies: 2008
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