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POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES: 1959 TO 1968

‘This report presents data on poverty in the
United States from 1959 to 1968, The detailed
tables present data for each year from 1959 to 1968
separately for all poor, amnd two racial classi-
fications: (1) white and (2) Negro and other races.
Appendix tables contain data for 1966, 1967, and
1968 for Negroes alone, A description of the
poor in 1968 and some analysis of the changes
that occurred between 1959 and 1968 are offered.
Although the primary focus of this report is on
the United States as a whole, poverty data are
also presented for metropolitan and nonmetro-
politan areas, Selected data are shown separately
for the central city and suburban portions of
metropolitan areas. This is the first Census Bureau
report to present such detailed poverty data based
on the revised poverty definition adopted as the
official standard in 1969, (See Definitions and
Explanations, page 10Q, for a description of the
revised definition,) Summary data for the United

States based on the revised definition of poverty
in addition to an explanation of the modifications
made in the poverty definition were previously
published in “Revigion in Poverty Statistics, 1959
to 1968,” Current Population Reports, Series
P-23, No, 28,

TRENDS SINCE 1959

Persons below the poverty level,--Between 1959
and 1968 the number of poor persons in the United
States declined from 39 million to 25 million
(table A), The proportion of persons below the
poverty level declined from about 22 percent in
1959 to 13 percent in 1968. In both 1968 and
1959 the poverty rate among persons of Negro
and other races was about three times the rate
among whites. Persons of Negro and other races
accounted for about one-third of all poor persons
in 1968, The number of persons dependent on each

Toble A.~PERSONS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959, BY FAMILY STATUS AND RACE
(Numbers in thousands)

1968 1959
Negro and Negro and
Selected characteristies Nzigo other Nzigo other
Total White races as Total White TAages as
. other other
races percent races percent
of total of total
Al]l PErSODS.i.esevsnereannarase| 25,389( 17,395 7,99% 31.5| 39,490| 28,484 11,006 27,9
In families....vovivrenacacnncnnns 20,695 13,546] 7,149 34,5 34,562|| 24,443| 10,119 29,3
Head, ,iverivnnrnararonrsonansans 5,047 3,616] 1,431 28.4 8,320 6,185| 2,135 25,7
Family members under 18 yearsl,.| 10,739 6,373 4,366 40,71 17,208|f 11,386 5,822 33.8
Other family members.......ee... 4,909 3,557 1,352 27.5 9,034 6,872 2,162 23,9
Unrelated individuals 14 years .
BN OVET ., .. vsverrssensvsmsnnennss 4,694 3,849 845 18,0 4,928 4,041 887 18,0
Average size of family.......,..... 4.1 3.7 5.0 (X} 4.2 4.0 4.7 {x}
Average size of family for fami-
lies having family members
under 18 years.......... P 5.1 4,9 5.6 (x) 5.2 5.1 5.5 (x)
Average number of family members
under 18 years per family with
such members,........cviveenaenns 3.2 2.9 3.7 (x} 3,2 3.0 3.6 (x}
PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
Al]l DerSONS...vvvvrsrnvannnans 12.8]| . 10,0 33,5 (x) 22.4 18.1 56,2 {x)
In families, .. .uvevinvansnrsonnnss 11.3 8.4 32,4 (x) 20,8 16,5 56.0 (X}
Head,  vvvrevecrveonnnanancnan 10,0 8,0 28,2 Ex) 18.5) 15.2| 50.4 (x)
Family members under 18 yearsl., 15,3 10.7 41.6 X) 26,9 20.6 66,7 (xX)
Other family Members.....sseecss 7.8 6.3 20.9 {x} 15.9 13.3] 42.5 (X}
Unrelated individuals 14 years
ANA OVET. ... vveereernrennneneanns 34.0 32.2 45,7 (x) 46,1 44,1 57.4 (x}

X Not applicable,
10ther than head and wife.
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poor family head was higher for Negro and other
races than for whites in both 1968 and 1959, In
1968, the average poor white family had 3.7
members, compared with 5.0 members in the
average poor family of Negro and other races,
There were 2.9 children in the average white poor
family containing children in 1968, compared with
an average of 3,7 among comparable families of
Negro and other races.

The family status of poor persons hasundergone
some significant changes since 1959, The pro-
portion of the poor population who were either
members of families with a male head or male

unrelated individuals declined by about one-half
between 1959 and 1968 (table B). However, there
was no measurable change in the number of poor
members of families with a female head and
female unrelated individuals during this period.
Indeed, among Negro and other races the number
of such persons increased from 3.3 million to
4.0 million from 1959 to 1968. Those poor persons
residing in families with a female head and
female unrelated individuals accounted for 26
percent of all poor persons in 1959 but 41 percent
of the total in 1968. Among Negro and other races
about half of all poor persons in 1968 were
residing in families headed by women or were
female unrelated individuals.

Table B.--DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959; BY FAMILY STATUS AND RACE
' (Mumbers in thousands)

1968 1959
Family status Negro and Negro and
Total White other Total White other
races ' races
ALL PERSONS BELOW THE
POVERTY LEVEL

Total.. .. v it insnnvaancnnnns hsas 25,389 17,395 7,99 39,490 (|7 28,484 11,006
Percent,......... St arerarereaeane 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 ¢ . 100,0
In families. . u.erieinrnnnsnnnennns areee 81,5 77.8 89,4 87.6 85.8 91.9
Head.,....oovvunnuns ferrrrratseerraaas 19,9 20.8 17.9 21.1 21,7 19,4
Family members under 18 yearst,....... 42,3 36.6 54.6 | © 43.8 40,0 52,9
Other.Family members......veeerveves. 19.3 20,4 16.9 22.9 24,1 19.6
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over, 18.5 22.1 10.6 12.5 14.2 8.1

PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH MALE HEAD

AND MALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS

Total....... Pesasraeriate et enerannn 15,025 10,995 4,030 29,100 21,369 7,731
Percent........oiiveinnnunnen - 100.0 i00.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 1006.0
In families. .. viiuuniarennananennonen . 91.2 90.9 92,0 94,7 94.7 94,9
Head...........ionvvennn Chrraseerenae 21,9 23,6 17.3 22,0 23.2 18.8
Family members under 18 yearsl,....... 42,1 39.1 50,4 44,9 42,0 53.0
Other family members.....ov.evesenrnen 27.2 28,2 24,3 27.8 29,5 23,1
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over, 8.8 9.1 8.0 5,3 5.4 5.1

PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD

AND FEMALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS

- 10, 364 6,400 3,964 16, 390 7,115 3,275
Percent....... A, 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.90 100,90
In families, v v eiirreranennennnanns . 67.4 55.4 86,8 67.5 59.4 85.C
Head.......ciivivinenannanas tearenrue 1e.9 15.9 18.5, 18.4 17.3 20,9
Family members under 18 yearsl ........ 42,5 32.4 58,9 39.9 34.0 52,7
Other family members.......... e 8.0 7.1 9.4 9.2 8,1 11.4
Unrelated individuals 14 years and over, 32,6 44,5 13,2 32.5 40,5 15,1

10ther than head or wife,



Families below the poverty level.--There were
3.2 million fewer poor families in the United
States in 1968 than in 1959 (table C), 'This
represented a 39 percent decline in the number
of poor families during this 9-year period, The
number of poor white families dropped by about
42 percent while a 27 percent decline was re-
corded for poor Negro families, In addition to
differences in the rates of decline between poor
white and poor Negro families, it is apparent
that poverty declined more sharply for some types
of families within each racial group than for

Table C.-CHANGE IN FAMILIES BELOW THE POVERTY -

LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959, BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE
OF HEAD
{Nurbers in thousands. Negro data for 1959 from
the 1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census)

Change,
1959-68
Selected 1968 | 1959
characteristics
Number| FoT~
cent,
TOTAL
All families..... .| 32,0471 8,320| -3,273| -39.3
Head 65 yrs. and over.| 1,201| 1,860 =-659) =35.4
Head under 65 years,..| 3,846| 6,460 -2,614| -40.5
Male.........ovvuun 2,345) 4,868 -2,523| -51.8
Female............ oo | 1,501 1,592 =91 5.7
WHITE
A11 femilies...... 3,616[ 6,185 -2,569| -41.5
Head 65 yrs. and over, 982| 1,540 -558] -36,2
Head under &5 years.,.| 2,634| 4,645 -2,011( -43.3
Male...... Creaneaas 1,808] 3,649 -1,843| 50.5
Female......... e 828 996 -168| -16.9
NEGRQ AND OTHER
RACES
A1l families,..,..| 1,431 2,135 =704 -33.0
Head 65 yrs, and over. 219 320 -101| -31.s
Head under 65 years,..| 1,212} 1,815 -6031 -33.2
Male.,............. . 5391 1,219 -680] -55.8
Female,,,........ ven 673 596 +77| +12.9
NEGRO
All families,...... 1,366 1,860 -494| -26.6
Head &5 yrs. and over. 207 280 =73] -26.1
Head under 65 years...{ 1,159} 1,580 =421 -26.6
Male........ rreens . 510( 1,097 ~587| ~53,5
Female......o.u,...s 649 483 +166]| +34.4
NEGRO AS A PERCENT QF
TOTAL
All families......| 27.1| 22.4 (x) (X)
Head 65 yrs, and over.| 17.2| 15.1 (x) (X}
Head under 65 years...| 30.1| 24.5 {(x) (X)
Male........ sevenaen | 21,7 22,5 (x) {X)
Female.......... eeeo]| 43.2] 30.3 (x} {(X)

X Not applicable.
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other types. Between 1959 and 1968, a greater
rate of decline was observed for poor families
headed by men under 65 years of age than for poor
families headed by women in that age group,
Although there was about a 54 percent reduction
in the number of poor Negro families headed by
men under 65 years old, there was an Increase
of 34 percent in the number of poor families
headed by Negro women under 65, Thus, the
proportion of Negroes among all poor families
with female heads under 65 years of age grew
from 30 percent in 1959 to 43 percent in 1968,
The proportion of poor families headed by a
person 65 or over -was higher among white
families than among Negro families in both 1968
and 1959, In 1968, families with an aged head
accounted for 27 percént of all poor white families
but only 15 percent of all poor Negro families,
The type of family found among those poor families
with heads under 65 years of age varied greatly
between whites and Negroes. Among whites,
men headed about two-thirds of all poor families
with heads under age 65. Among Negroes, how-
ever, more women than men headed such families.
Among families with heads under 63, the proportion
of poor Negro families headed by women increased
fr%m 31 percent to 56 percent between 1959 -and
1968, .

The poverty rate in 1968 was sharply reduced
from what it had been 9 years earlier (table D),
The income of every 10th family fell below the
poverty standard in 1968 whereas about one in
five of all families had been poor in 1959, The
proportion of poor families in the United States
declined for both racial groups between 1959 and
1968, However, in the latter year as in the
former, the poverty rate among families of Negro
and other races was about three times as great
as among white families,

In both 1968 and 1959 the poverty rate was
higher among families with an aged head than
among those headed by a person under 65 years
of age. Other groups with relatively high poverty
rates were the very largest families (those with
seven or more members) and those with five or
more children, Among poor families, 15 percent
had five or more members under 18 years of age
while only 4 percent of families above the poverty
level had that many children, About 53 percent of
the families of Negro and other races with five
Or more members under 18 years of age were
below the poverty level in 1968, Higher than average
poverty rates were also observed among families
having an unemployed head or one ‘who was not
in the labor force, These characteristics prevailed
among one-half of all poor families, but were found
among only 17 percent of families with incomes
above the poverty level in 1968,
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Table D.—SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILIES BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL [N 1968 AND-1959
{Numbers in thousands. Negro data for 1959 from the 1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 Census)'
} 1968 1959
Percent distribution Percent digtribution
Selected characteristics Number Percent, Numbez Percent
below below below below
Below Above Below Above
poverty poveriy poverty paverty poverty poverty poverty poverty
tevel 1evel level level Level Level level Llevel
SEX AND RACE OF KEAD
TOLBL.ververresasarrrrrersrirbsronsrna 5,047 10,0 100.0 106.0 a,320 8.5 10C.0 100.0
Male he8G..eevvevarieonarnn 3,292 7.3 65.2 91.9 6, 404 15.8 77.0 93.0
Female NEAA. .o ereeoeoarnernrsnrennns 1,755 2.3 34,8 8.1 1,916 42,6 23.0 7.0
WHItB.uscua snonnnrrrrsaccrsnsansansranansrn| 3,616 8.0 7.6 92.0 6,185 15,2 74,3 94.3
Male Befd. .. .veevararrarcetounmunnssanes 2,595 6.3 51.4 85.3 4,952 13.3 59.5 88.0
Female Dead, .. ocvernavsnnrcaracssnarvrres 1,021 25.2 20.2 6,7 1,233 34.8 14.8 6.3
Negro and Other T8ceS....eiseraiareecssarenss 1,431 28.2 28,4 8.0 2,135 50.4 25,7 5.7
Male head....o...us 697 18.9 13.8 6.6 1,452 44,2 17.5 5.0
Female head........ dearbenesras 734 52.9 14.5 1.4 683 72.0 8.2 0.7
NEETOwsrsmsasennsnstssarsraveasasnrrrntasnss 1,366 29.4 27.1 t7.2 1,860 48,1 22,4 5,5
Male head. . o veavsarercusnrsnrsrssansnns 660 19.% 13.1 5.8 1,309 43.3 15.7 4.7
Female hedd. . veviveveverrrosussnnnnnnnsn 706 53.2 14.0 1.4 551 65.4 6.6 0.8
RESIDENCE
Total..v.uus 5,047 10.0 100.0 100.0 8,320 18.5 100.0 100.0
NONCAIM. s vovarnonrsansnnraesranrasassss 4,553 9.5 0.2 95.3 6,624 i6.1 79.6 94.3
FOIM.u avacannansssnneaaaisssrnnssarroneans 494 18.8 9.8 4.7 1,696 bbb 20.4 5.7
AGE OF HEAD
TOLOLleracrssennsasnnsnensassaanssssasann 5,047 10.0 100.0 100.0 8,320 18.5 100,0 100.0
14 1O P4 YOBTS,.ussasesserrsrnsaranes 437 13.2 8.7 6.3 622 6.9 7.5 )
25 L0 5h FOATE,..eumanssives-atisssnn 2,731 8.6 54,1 64.2 4,752 16.0 57.1 68.0
55 10 64 FEATG. cucesrsrrrrarorsrmssassrnoas &78 8.2 13.4 16.6 1,086 15.9 13.1 15.6
65 years 8Nd OVET...ssseverrnavrencssrascess 1,201 17.0 23.8 12.9 1,860 30.0 22.4 11.8
SIZE OF FAMILY
TOEBL. s s snvarnornsssssorsrnaraesatossens 5,047 10.0 100.9 100.0 8,320 18.5 100,0 100.0
2 POPBOMS..rsvsssmmmmossasssssasastoereaanns 1,831 10.5 36.3 34,2 2,850 19.6 34,2 n.7
3 and 4 DOTSONS...cesnsseerermasarrrsssarnnes 1,431 7.1 28.4 41,2 2,420 12.8 26,1 44,9
5 and 6 PErSOMNS, .. seeeeeosnnassrnsnnsnssanes . 991 10.2 19.6 19,3 1,793 20,2 21.6 19.3
7 PETSONS OF MOTE..cssuunsnrsessmsnnnsasassss 794 24.7 15.7 5.3 1,257 45.6 15.1 4.1
NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS UNDER 18'
POLAL, o nmeetnscsanaratssnencssssorenas 5,047 10.0 100.0 100.0 8,320 18.5 100,0 100.0
NO MEMDETB. v esreasnariorsrrasatnssssannnee 1,700 8.0 33.7 42,9 2,877 15.9 34.6 41.3
1 and 2 memberS. . -veesssnsraraass- 1,465 8.0 29.0 37.2 2,458 14.2 29.5 40,4
3 nd 4 MEeMDETSaeererrsvanararvssivonnsnanan 1,119 13.2 22,2 16.1 1,854 24,5 22.3 15.6
5 OT MOTE MEMDETSavrrrrsoorssrremssarssssanr 763 30.7 15.1 3.8 1,131 53.0 13.6 2.7
NIMBER OF EARNERS
TObALesrrctoonnararemrsasssansnvansssrss 5,047 10.0 100.0 100.C 2,320 18.5 100.0 100.0
NO CBTTIETS, s ssacensabrctssaaravnnnasnsensncs 1,666 40.2 33.0 5.5 1,981 59.1 23.8 3.7
1 BAITIOT ey esevansosncsnanasassosnaassarsres 2,096 10.8 41.5 37.9 4,030 18.7 48.4 47.6
2 CAIMETB..easannes deesessamanTarenanan 936 4.7 18.6 41,5 1,659 10.6 20.0 38.0
3 BAYNETE OF MOIC.ssvussarrrrsssasvsnrvansnn 349 4.8 6.9 15.2 650 14,2 7.8 16.7
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF HEAD
TOLEBL.susererrosvsnnssnuasronanaasnsnase 5,047 10.0 100.0 100.0 8,320 18.5 100.0 100.0
EMPLOYEd, o e i navavesenmavnarsasorrensnssssrsn 2,410 6.0 47,7 83.1 4,536 12.8 54.5 84.3
UNEmpPloYed, .ovuerassavsenssnsnsarronmsnaatnss 146 19.3 2.9 1.3 559 33.7 6.7 3.0
In Armed Forces or not in labor foree....... 2,491 26.0 49.4 13.6 3,225 40.8 38.8 12.7
WORK EXPERIENGE AND QCCUPATION GROUP
OF LONGEST JOB OF HEAD
TOtBY. i cisunsrrasrrracsassrtrrrsrasnnns 5,047 10,0 100.0 100.0 8,320 18.5 100.0 100.0
WOTKEG . s snmcccirissssroamssisrsmrasanasonses 2,880 6,7 57.1 87.8 5,620 14.6 67.6 89.2
Professional and managerial workers....... 322 2.6 - 26.3 471 5.0 5.7 24,6
Clerical and sales WOrKerS....cevesssinne- 210 3.7 4,1 11.9 284 5.7 3.4 12,7
Craftsmen and fOremeN. ... scsssnsnaanrreen 327 3.7 6.5 18.6 558 7.2 6.7 19.6
Operatives and kindred wOTKerS....i.eeaaee 534 6.4 10.6 17.3 1,064 14.1 12.8 17.6
Service workers inel. private household... 526 16.5 10.4 5.8 732 25.3 8.8 5.9
Nonfarn 18DOTers, saessssnrraccssssssannnnn 332 15.3 6.6 4.0 701 29.4 8.4 [N
Farmers and £arm labOrerS....creecessroons 629 26,3 12.5 3.9 1,810 54,1 2.8 4,2
Did not WworkK.e..viasreevtsasserrereneacsn . 2,107 30,9 AN 10.4 2,538 45.2 30.5 8.4
Tn Armed FOPCES...rotemtrurnasranoceizsasase 60 6.7 1.2 1.8 162 15.5 1.9 2.4

Y)ther than heed or wife.




In several respects the characteristics of poor
families in 1968 differed from those of families
below the poverty level in 1959. The altered
composition of the poor reflects the variations in
the rates of change among different types of poor
families between 1959 and 1968, The decline in
the number of poor families having difficulty
obtaining adequate income from productive par-
ticipation in the labor force failed to match the
decline among poor families with greater ability
to provide income through employment, Thus,
the .proportion of families with a female head
among the poor rose from 23 to 35 percent
from 1959 to 1968 (table D). The proportion of
poor families without an earner grew similarly
(from 24 percent-to 33 percent), Poor families
whose head was not in the labor force increased
from 39 percent to 49 percent of all poor families

- 5

between 1959 and 1968. During the same time,
the proportion of poor family heads reporting
work experience during the year declined from
68 percent to 57 percent,

The poverty gap.--Some measure of the degree
of impoverishment is provided by the size of
the gap between the poverty threshold and the
amount of income received by the family. In
1968 the incomes of about half of all poor families
were $1,000 or more below the applicable poverty
threshold (table E). About the same distribution
prevailed in 1959,

The incomes of poor families headed by men
were closer to the poverty line than those of families
headed by women in both 1959 and 1968. About 31
percent of the poor families headed by men had

Table E.--SIZE OF INCOME DEFICIT FOR FAMILIES BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959,
BY SEX AND RACE OF HEAD

3ize of income deficit All races White Negro and other races
and sex of head 1968 1959 1968 1959 1968 1959
ALI, FAMILIES
Number,....... e tieaesaareaaa thousands, 5,047 8,320 3,616 ) 6,185 1,431 2,135
Percent.,.....ovnvuns eeeaenn s ‘e 100.0 100.0 100,C 100,0 100,0 100,0
$1 to P40, .. it ii e, PP 26.8 27.0 29.7 30,1 19.6 18,4
$500 to $999.......... rarasnaaens Peresen 23.5 25,3 24,7 26,8 20,5 20,7
$1,000 to $1,999. .. ..c0vnnnnn. et eea e 28.0 30.7 R6.2 29,4 32.7 34,3
$2,000 to $2,999.........- e Teaeraans e 13.5 11.6 12.3 9.7 16,9 17.2
$3,000 and OVer.....icoevensnss eraeeaaan 8.1 5.4 7.2 4.0 10,2 9.4
Median income defieit........... vrrennes $993 $956 $907 $8e8 $1,260 $1,280
FAMILIES WITH MALE HEAD
Number...vevenoens- birensneans thousands.. 3,292 6,404 2,595 4,952 697 1,452
Percent........... Ceeeiraaane ves 100,0 100,0 100.0 3100,0 100,0 100,0
$1 to 49D .., hrasesaseens Wasseenn 30.7 29.5 32,4 32.3 24.2 20.2
$500 to $999, ... .iiiinnanns b erervenanas e 25.0 25,7 26.1 27,2 20,6 20,5
$1,000 to $1,999. ... 00ieciinnnneasnronens 26,7 29.3 25,4 28.5 3l1.4 32,0
$2,000 to $2,999....0000nne Ceereesraeran . 11.1 10,7 10.1 8.8 14.8 17.3
$3,00C and over...... esererasanan FO 6.6 4.8 5.9 3.3 9,0 10,0
Median income deficit....voeveseenns veees $875 $895 $e18 $815 $1,112 $1,259
FAMIT,IES WITH FEMALE HEAD
Number. ...... e, ...thousands., 1,755 1,916 1,021 1,233 734 683
Percent......... Chisseaneaaannne e 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0
PL to BA499. L. vttt rr i, P 19,6 18.9 22.9 21.3 15,2 14,3
$500 to $999.....0vtnn eemsasaereaarary . 20.6 23.4° 20.8 24,7 20.2 20,9
$1,000 to $1,999,...00iivennns et esesanans 30,5 35.7 27.9 33,5 34.2 39.5
$2,000 1o $2,999. ... vvieanes G eeseasenen 18.2 14,6 17.8 13.3 18,8 16,9
$3,000 and OVeT....covrernnnsanens e 11.0 7.5 10,7 7.0 11.6 8,5
" Median income deficit.....veeveeeross $1, 250 $1,165 $1,176 $1,085 $1,445 $1,3230
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incomes within $300 of the poverty threshold in
1968. Only 20 percent of the poor families headed
by women had incomes that close to the poverty
line,

On the average, poor white families were not
as deeply impoverished as those of Negro and other
races in either 1968 or 1959, The median income
deficit for all poor white families was about $916
in 1968, compared with a gap of $1,260 for families
of Negro and other races. The median income
deficits of poor white families headed by men were
not as large as those for comparable families of
Negro and other races, Among poor families
headed by women in 1968, 23 percent of the white
families and about 15 percent of the families of
Negro and other races had incomes within $500
of the poverty level,

Almost 10 billion dollars would have been
required to bring the income of poor families and
unrelated individuals up to the poverty level in
1968 (table F), The amount needed to raise the
incomes of the poor to the poverty level was about
4 billion dollars less in 1968 than in 1959, The
distribution of the aggregate deficit between whites

and Negro and other races remained the same in
both years. About 72 percent of the aggregate
income deficit of the poor was accounted for by
whites in both 1968 and 1959,

Unrelated individuals accounted for a larger
share of all poor families and unrelated individuals
in 1968 than in 1959, The proportion of unrelated
individuals increased from 37 percentto 48 percent
during this 9 year period. Among poor whites,
there were about the same number of unrelated
individuals as families in 1968, while for Negro
and other races, unrelated individuals constituted
only 37 percent of the total, White unrelated
individuals required 39 percent of the rtotal white

" income deficit to raise their incomes up to the

poverty level in 1968. Amongunrelated individuals
who were of Negro and other races, however, only
24 percent of the aggregate income deficit would
have brought their incomes up to the poverty level,
In 1968, about 21 percent of the aggregate poverty
deficit for whites was accounted for by poor families
headed by women. Families of this type were
responsible for 42 percent of the total income
deficit for Negro and other races,

Table F.--DISTRIBUTION OF POOR FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS AND AGGREGATE INCOME DEFICIT IN
_ 1968 AND 1959, BY SEX AND RACE OF HEAD

A1l families and R
wnrelated indivicuals White Negrc and other races
Number Number Mumber
Year and sex gf head below Aggregate below Aggregate below Aggregate
poverty ineaome poverty ~noomne poverty 1nc?m?
Level deficit level deficit level deficit
{(thousands)| (millions) (|(thousands) |(millions) (thousands} | (millions)
1968
Total,.......... PP 9,741 49,849 7,465 $7,062 2,276 $2,787
Percent........... aen 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0
FamilieS,.iutievnvncennnns e 51.8 65.5 48.4 6l.2 62.9 76.3
Male head..... Crretesneaas 33.8 38.6 34.8 40.3 30.6 34.2
Female head,....evvueuu. . 18.0 26.9 13.7 20,9 32,2 42,1
Unrelated individuals,...... 48.2 34.5 51.6 38.8 37.1 23.6
Male.......... [N 13.6 10.1 13.4 1C.5 14,1 9.1
Female,............ P 34.6 24,4 38.2 28.3 23.1 14.5
1959
Total............ P 13,248 $13, 668 10,226 $9,811 3,022 $3,857
Fercent......c.sevvnn. 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.90
Families.....civvivunnann . 62.8 71.8 60.5 68.1 70.6 81.1
Male head......... fereeaes 48,3 52.3 48,4 51.4 48.1 54,6
Female head.veevenacann e 14,5 19.4 12.1 16.6 22.6 26.5
Unrelated individuals,...... 37.2 28.2 39.5 21,9 29.4 18.9
Male,........ Crereeenaan .. 11.7 8.7 11.3 9.0 13,0 8.1
Female,......vovuuas PPN 25,5 19.5 28.2 22,9 16.3 1C.8




Poverty in metropolitan and nonmetropolitan
areas,--Poor persons in the United States in 1968

were about equally distributed between metropolitan -

and nonmetropolitan areas (table G), Between 1939
and 1968 the number of poor families declined more
sharply outside metropolitan areas than within
metropolitan areas (table H), There were about45
percent fewer poor families in the nonmetropolitan
small towns and rural areas in 1968 than in 1939,
During the same time the number of poor families
within metropolitan areas declined by one-fourth.

7

Between 1959 and 1968 the proportion of the poor
residing within metropolitan areas increased from
44 percent to about 51 percent. The majority of
poor persons in metropolitan areas were central
city residents. In 1968, 25 percent of all poor
white persons and 42 percent of all poor Negro
persons were residents of central cities of metro-
politan areas. Both within metropolitan areas and
outside metropolitan areas the percentage decline
in the number of poor families and unrelated
individuals among whites surpassed the decline
among Negroes,

Table G.-PERSONS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1968 AND 1959, BY TYPE OF RESIDENCE AND RACE

(Numbers in thousands.

1959 data from the 1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census)

All races White Negro
Type of residence
1968 1959 1968 1959 1968 1959
NUMBER BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
United StB1e8, . vcercecssrarrnencssenes] 25,389 38,766 18, 394 28,336 7,616 9,927
Metropolitan arefs..cueeseineacinorsocesananans 12,871 17,019 8,473 11,825 4,144 5,002
Central citiesS.i.ieuvesirasnsarvnans verane 7,754 10,437 4,394 6,513 3,235 © 3,816
Suburban rings........ tetteaeteta e n ey 5,117 6, 582 4,079 5,312 209 1,186
Metropolitan areas of 1, OOO 000 or more..... 6,273 7, 344 3,906 4,985 2,227 2,258
Central citieS...seveccrennansenennnsannas 3,989 C A, 711 2,045 2;813 l 846 1,836
SUbUTban PingS..ccericsreorvrsrsensncnnaaa 2,284 2,633 1,861 2,172 ‘381 422
Metropclitan areas under 1,000,000.......... 6,597 9,675 4, 567 6,840 1,917 2,744
Central cities.cierinereorenarsnnannans . 3,764 5,726 2,349 3,700 1,389 1,930
Suburban rings...... e teentr ettt anane 2,833 3 949 2,218 3,140 528 764
Outside metropolitan Areas, ... qececeseses PO 12,518 21,747 8,922 16,511 3,472 4,925
PERCENT BELCW POVERTY LEVEL
United States..... Ceaeertsebeessasnanann 12.8 22.0 10.0 18,1 34.7 55,1
Metropolitan Areas....visescvarsensrerarannnns 10.0 15,2 7.6 12.0 26,6 42.8
Central citieS...cveevcvsnsrasnnnns PR . 13.4 18.3 9.8 13.8 26.2 40.8
Suburban rings.....vecurccreacsnsssenssnas 7.3 12.2 6.2 10,4 28.3 50,9
Metropolitan areas of 1,000,000 or more.,... 9,0 12.1 6.6 2.3 23.0 33.9
Central cities...iecveveciorrarencnns vevan 13.2 15,8 9.4 11.7 23.6 33.3
Suburban TingsS..eevevsrvavsscarssusncerssns 5.8 8.6 5.0 7.4 20,2 36.5
Metropolitan areas under 1 0c0, OOO.......... 11.3 19,1 8.8 15.2 32.6 54.8
Central citieS..cvesncutvnrenacsasensnan .. 13,5 21.0 10,2 16.0 30.5 51.6
SubuTban TiNgS...ssierarseinsorsonossssens 9.3 17.0 7.7 14.3 3%.6 65.1
Outside metropolitan areas....... eresiarienas 8.0 33,2 14,2 28.2 54,6 77T
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
United States..voveretrerersennrennnnans 100.0 100.0 160.0 100,0 100.0 100,0
Metropolitan arefas,.i.veererssacesescsan RN 50,7 43,9 48,7 41.7 54 b 50,4
Central cities...... thedassu s teeraenee 30.5 26.9 25,3 23,0 42,5 38.4
SUBUTDAD TiNES..cvesencnersnesocanseannas . 20,2 17.0 23.5 18.7 11,9 12,0
Metropolitan areas of 1,000,000 or more..... 24,7 18.9 22.5 17.6 29,2 22.8
Central cities,....vsuverns veereae eeaiaas 15,7 12.1 il.8 9.9 24,2 18.5
Suburban ringsS....eeeevessessrsneseans vers 9.0 6.8 10.7 7.7 5.0 4.3
Metropolitan areas under 1,000,000....... .o 26.0 25.0 26.3 24,1 25.2 27.6
Central citieS..eserevenceanen vaseeeraas R 14.8 14.8 13.5 13.1 18.3 19.9
SUBUPDAN PINES..uesevucrorarrsnsarsennsns 11.2 10,2 12.8 11,0 6.9 7.7
Outside metropolitan areas........veuee.- e 49,3 56.1 51.3 58,3 45.6 49,6




In contrast to the general diminution of poverty

among all families in metropolitan areas, the
number of poor families headed by women in these
areas increased by 29 percent from 1959 to 1968
(table H). In both central cities and suburban
rings there were more poor female family heads
in 1968 than in 1959, In metropolitan areas the
rate of increase from 19359 to 1968 for female
headed families with incomes below the poverty
level was greater among Negro than among white

families, In these areas the number of poor Negro

families increased by about one-half between 1959
and 1968. Negroes accounted for 44 percent of
all poor families with female heads in metropolitan
areas and 55 percent of such families within central
cities in 1968, The substantial overall reduction
in poverty for families in metropolitan areas
recorded between 1959 and 1968 occurred only
among those headed by men. During this period
the number of poor families headed by men declined
by 45 percent,

Table H.~CHANGE IN FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL, 1959 TO 1968,
BY TYPE OF RESIDENCE AND SEX AND RACE OF HEAD

{Numbers in thousands. 1959 data from the 1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census)

Below poverty level in 1968 Percent change, 1959 tc 1968
Type of residence and Negro
sex of head ritis White Percent r:iis White Negro
Number | of a1l -
races
METROPOLITAN AREAS
A1l femilies,.............uu. Ve 2,477 1,657 779 3.4 | -25.9 -30.1 =17.1
Male head............... . 1,367 1,057 289 21.1 -44,9 ~42.7 -52.6
Female head........... Nerreaaa 1,110 600 490 44,1 +28,9 +14,3 +8,5
Unrelated individuals........... 2,913 2,383 485 16,6 =16.2 -18.5 -6.0
Male......covvinnnns, erserenn 834 634 178 21.3 -~36.,8 -41.8 -11.0
Female......ooiiiirreinnnnnn. 2,079 1,749 307 14,7 -3.5 -4.6 -2,9
CENTRAL CITIES
All families............vvvvunns 1,464 823 620 42,3 -27.3 =35.0 -15.0
Male head.............c.o0nuus 732 508 215 29,4 -48.7 =472 -52.3
Female head................... 732 315 405 55.3 +25.1 +4,0 5,7
Unrelated individuals,......... . 1,836 1,409 393 21.4 -20.8 ~24.9 -6,2
Male.....oovvvvnnnnn, Vereraana 552 397 139 25,2 -35.9 -41.7 -13.1
Female................c.uuue.. 1,284 1,012 254 19.8 =-11.9 -15,3 -1.9
SUBURBAN RINGS
M1 families...........c0unnnn.. 1,013 834 159 15.7 ~23.8 =24.5 -24.6
Male head......... Crer i 635 549 74 11.7 -39.7 -37.8 -52.8
Female head.............. Ceene 378 285 85 22.5 +37.0 +28.4 (B)
Unrelated individuals,.......... 1,077 974 92 8.5 -6.8 -7.1 4,2
Male..... Gerrariateaaana PR 282 237 39 13,8 -38.4 -42,1 (B)
Female................ bereeeas 795 737 53 6.7 +14.1 +15,3 (B)
OUTSIDE METROPOLITAN AREAS

All families,,.......... rereaas 2,570 1,959 587 22.8 =445 46,5 -36.0
Male head...........cvvviuunn. 1,925 1,538 371 19,3 -51.0 =51.8 -46.6
Female head................... 845 421 216 33,5 -7.7 -16,1 -1.8
Unrelated individuals,........ .. 1,781 1,465 292 16.4 ~26,4 -29.8 -2.7
Male... . ... oieiiiiniiiaanns, 486 365 103 2.2 -49.8 © -55.6 -17.6
Female,...........o0unuun.. ven 1,295 1,100 189 14.6 -10.9 -13.1 +8.0

B Base less than 75,000,



RELATED REPORTS

A detailed explanation of the revised poverty
definition appears in Current Population Reports,

- 9
A comprehensive report on the characteristics
of residents of metropolitan and nonmetropolitan

areas has been published in Current Population
Reports, Series P-23, No, 27, “Trends in social

Series P-23, No, 28, “Revision in Poverty Statistics,
1959 to 1968."

A detailed description of the original poverty
index developed by the ‘Social Security Adminis-
tration appears in the following articles by Mollie

Orshansky published in the Social Security Bulletin:

“Counting the Poor: Another Look at the Poverty
Profile,” January 1963, and in Who's Who Among
the Poor: A Demographic View of Poverty,”
July 1965, For other . related articles on poverty
by Mollie Orshansky, see the Social Security
Bulletin:  “Recounting the Poor-A Five Year
Review,” April 1966; “More About the Poor in 1964,
May 1966; “The Poor in City and Suburb, 1964,*
December 1966; and “The Shape of Poverty in
1966,” March 1968, .

Advanced data on the poor in 1968 appear in
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 189,
“Selected Characteristics of Persons and Families:
March 1969.”

and Economic Conditions in Metropolitan Areas.”

Current Population Survey,--Data based on the
Current Population Survey showing the distribution
of families, unrelated individuals, and persons, by
income levels, have been published in the Series
P-60 reports, number 1 to 66. Data on poverty
similar to those presented here but based on the
original poverty definition appear in Current Popu-
lation Reports, Series P-60, No, 54, “The Fxtent
of Poverty in the United States: 1959 to 1966.*

The detail shown in this report for the charac-
teristics of persons and families below the poverty
level in 1959 to 1968 was also tabulated separately
for those with incomes less than 75 percent and
125 percent, respectively, of the amounts specified
as the poverty thresholds. Requests for these
unpublished data, giving a specific description of
the figures desired, may be made by writing to
the Chief, Population Division, Bureau of the
Census, Washington, D,C, 20233,






