




INCOME and LIVING
ARRANGEMENTS

culture rises with age (table 4). Howev­
er, Barbados is unlike-the majority of de­
veloping countries because more older
workers are engaged in production than
in agriculture. Although the proportion
in production declines with age, man­
ufacturing concerns employ 30 percent of
workers aged 60 and over. Proportions in
sales and services are also relatively high,
perhaps reflecting the importance of
tourism for the island economy.

Barbados presently has a higher elderly
support ratio (the number of persons
aged 65 and over per 100 persons in the
economically productive age range 20 to
64 years) than the vast majority of other
developing nations. However, as seen in
ftgure 5, this ratio will decline by about 25
percent over the next two decades. The
relative increase in working-age popula­
tion suggests that Barbados may have an
expanded tax base to draw upon when
designing or broadening social service
programs. Mter 2010, planners can look
forward to a steep rise in the elderly sup­
port ratio as the high fertility cohorts of
the mid-twentieth century begin to reach
age 65. This same shatp rise is antici­
pated in the United States and to a lesser
extent in many Caribbean nations.

As in most societies, the lack ofadequate
data makes it difficult to assess the rela­
tive economic well-being of elderly Bar­
badians. One analysis of income, which
compared national data from the 1'J78179
Household Budgetary Survey with infor­
mation from a 1982 survey of the elderly,
found that while one-third of the total
population had average weekly incomes
of less than $105 (BDS), more than 90
percent ofpersons aged 65 and over were
below this level. Fifty-ftve percent of the
elderly reported receiving less than $30
per week. Not surprisingly, lower income
was associated with higher age, female
gender, and lower educational attain~

ment. The study concluded that there is a
high degree of relative poverty among
the elderly in Barbados.

On the other hand, 1982survey data indi­
cate that 82 percent of the elderly own
their own homes, compared with 70 per­
cent of the general population. Another
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However, as noted in the next section,
34 percent of this group also reported
earnings as a source of income. This
discrepancy is attributed to the fact that
approximately 20 percent of persons
who classify themselves as formally re­
tired engage periodically in informal
market activities (e.g., selling produce,
fish, prepared foods, etc.).

As is true of most developing econo­
mies, the proportion of workers in agri-
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Figure 5. .
Elderly Support Ratios: ItsO to 2028
(Persons 65 years and over per 100 persons 20 to 64 years)

Figure 4.
Labor Fone Participation Rata, 'by Sa: 1980
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Source: Caribbean Community, No dale, Volume 2, llIble 2.4.1.
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with age 30, the percent economicallyac­
tive declines, and among persons 60 to
64, fewer than half are still in the labor
force; for ages 65 and over, the aggregate
figure is 14 percent. As seen in figure 4,

/
male rates at older ages are considerably
higher than female rates.

The 1982 survey of the elderly in Barba­
dos found a similar ftgure among persons
aged 65 and over, with 15 percent report­
ing themselves to be in the labor market
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Source

A high percentage of elderly Barbadians
live alone. For heads of household aged
65 or older, the 1980 census found that 35
percent live by themselves, with the prol
portion higher among women than met!
(figure 6). The 1982 survey reported a
lower sole-residency figure of 'l:l percent
for all elderly persons, which is still high
by most standards-the current figure
for the United States is 30 percent. At
the other end of the scale, roughly 1 in 4
elderly Barbadians live in households of4
or more persons; men are more apt than
women to reside in multi-person units.

9 percent of the elderly live in rent-free
dwellings. Interestingly, those persons
over age 75 and those with lower educa­
tion are more likely to own their resi­
dences.

More than three-quarters of the elderly
receive a pension (table 5), an extraordi­
narily high percentage by developing­
country standards. However, the bulk of
recipients received $30 a week or less
from this source. Slightly more than a
third of survey respondents reported in­
come from earnings and/or relatives.
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