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BARBADOS 
The aging of Barbadian population is un- 
usual in several respects. The median 
population age, as discussed below, is ris- 
ing rapidly relative to other nations, in- 
cluding those of Europe and North 
America. Among developing countries, 
Barbados now has one of the highest pro- 
portions of older persons, with 17 percent 
of the population aged 55 and over and 
nearly il -percent having reached or sur- 
passed age 65. Both figures are consider- 
ably above the Caribbean average (table 
I), and are due in part to a steep decline 
in fertility since 1970, which has lowered 
the proportion of population in younger 

In this sense, it is instructive to consider a 
society's median age, the age that divides 
a population into numerically qual parts 
of younger and older persons. For exam- 
ple, Barbados' current median age of 27 
years indicates that the number of per- 
sons under age 27 equals the number 
who have already celebrated their 27th 
birthday. 
During the next three decades, the me- 
dian age will increase substantially, to 
31.5 years in the year 2000, and to more 
than 37 years by 2020. Few countries out- 
side the Caribbean are expected to post 
as ra~id a pain. Such "maturing" of a so- 

After the mid-1990's, the number of old- 
er Barbadians will begin to increase, and 
wiU climb dramatically in the second de- 
cade of the 21st century as the high-fertil- 
ity cohorts of the 1950's and 1960's reach 
older age. Between 2005 and 2025, the 
number of persons aged 55 and over is 
projected to double, from 49,000 to 
98,000. 

In the immediate future, growth among 
older Barbadians will be concentrated in 
the oldest old segment (75 and over), 
which will register yearly increases until 
the turn of the century. 

age groups. At the same time, however, cieg as a \hole has importmi implica- The Barbadian future looks much like 
--the ~ ~ ~ b e r  of Persons aged 55 and Over tions for economic productivity, health that of the United States; both societies 
is d m w g  slightly, and will remain es- provision and delively systems, family eventually face a rapid increase in older 
sentially unchanged in the early 1990's and household structure-in short, for population as a result of prior baby 
(f'lgure 1). This reflects to some extent, socioeconomic development. booms. But per capita GNP in Barbados 
the aging of cohorts that have been deci- 
mated by past emigration. 

Table 1. Figure 1. 
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It is often useful to think of population 
aging as a process affecting the entire age 
spectrum, rather than as a phenomenon 
restricted to growth in older age groups. 
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