
U.S. Department of Commerce 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
Center for International Research 

"HAILAND A 

Currently, 9.4 percent of the population With respect to median age (the age that that age, whereas, in 2020, this dividing 
in Thailand is aged 55 and over (table 1). divides a population into numerically age will be 13 years higher. 
Like mast other Asian countries, the el- equal Parts of Younger and older Per- B~ way ofcontrast, the med*n age in the 
derly population of Thailand is growing sons) Thailand again is second only to philippines will rise only modestly-from 
much faster than the population as a Singape in its "maturing." Be- 19 to the nea  3 yean, w ~ i l c  bin- 
whole. Between 1989 and 2020, Thai- 1989 and Thailand's median 

gapore's median age d~ jump from 28 to 
land's total population will increase about age is projeaed rise from 23 to 

43 in the same period of time. 
'30 percent, but the population aged 55 more than 36 yean (figure In 

and over is projected to triple, adding 10 words, the number of persons under the The rapid increase in median age in Thai- 

million older men and women, almost age of 23 now equals the number over land and Singapore is due, in large part, 

half of whom will be 65 and older. 

\c/ Table 1. Figure 1. 
I'ercentage of Population in Older Age Median Age: 1960 to 2020 
Groups: 1989 to 2020 

(Years) 
Rcgion or 55 and 65 and 75 and 50 
country Year over over m r  

Eastern 1989 8.3 3.3 0.9 
South #W)5 10.2 4.8 1.4 
Asia 2020 15.0 6.5 2 1  Singapore,# 

Thailand 1989 9.4 4.1 1.3 40 
2005 13.0 6.3 2.1 'I"-- 
2020 21.1 9.5 3.2 

Philippines 1989 7.6 3.3 1.0 
2005 9.0 4.1 1.2 
2020 11.6 5.2 1.6 

Singapore 1989 121 5.6 1.9 30 
2005 19.3 8.9 3.0 
2020 33.5 16.5 5.0 

Thailand now has higher proportions of 
people in the older age ranges relative to 
other countries in the region; with the ex- 20 

ception of Singapore (where more than 
12 percent of the population is aged 55 
and over), Thailand is the "oldest" coun- 
tly in Eastern South Asia. Projections to 
the year 2020 imply that 21 percent of the lo - I I I L  I I I I 
population will be aged 55 and over, mak- 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 
ing the Thai elderly one of the fastest 
growing older populations in Asia. 




