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Currently, 94 percent of the population
in Thailand is aged 55 and over (table 1).
Like mast other Adan countries, the el-
derly population of Thailand is growing
much faster than the population as a
whole. Between 1989 and 2020, Thai-
land'stotal populationwill increaseabout
30 percent, but the population aged 55
and over isprojected to triple, adgi ng 10
million older men and women, amost
helf of whom will be 65and ol der.

Table L

Percentage of Population in Older Age
Groups: 1989 to 2020

Region ar 55and 6 and 75 and
country Year over  over  over
Eaden 1989 8.3 33 0.9
South 2005 102 483 14
Asia 220 150 6.5 21
Thailand 1989 94 4.1 13
2005 130 6.3 2.1

2020 211 95 32

Philippines 1989 7.6 33 10
2005 9.0 41 12

2020 116 52 16

Singapore 1999 121 5.6 19
2005 193 89 30

220 335 165 50

Thailand now has higher proportions of
peoplein theolder agerangesrelative to
other countriesin the region; with theex-
ception of Singapore (where more than
12 percent of the population is aged 55
and over), Thailand isthe " oldest" coun-
try in Eastern South Ada Projectionsto
theyear 2020 imply that 21 percent of the
populationwill beaged 55and over, mak-
ing the Thai elderly one of the fastest
growing older populationsin Asia.

With respect to median age (the age that
divides a populaion into numerically
equal parts of younger and older per-
sons), Thailand again is second only to
Singapore in its rapid “maturing.” Be-
tween 1989 and 2020, Thalland’s median
age is projected , rise from 23 to
more than 36 years (figure 1), In other
words, the number of persons under the
age of 23 now equals the number over

Figure 1
Median Age: 1960 to 2020
(Years)
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that age, wheress, in 2020, this dividing
age will be 13 years higher.

By way of contrast, the median age in the
Philippines will rise only modestly—from
19 to 24—in the next 30 years, while Sin-

apore’s median age will jump from 28 to
in the same period of time.

Therapid increasein medianagein Thai-
land and Singapore isdue, in large part,
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