
compared with 76 in Finland (1990) and 77 in Sweden 
(1990). Although infant mortality was lower in Lithu­
ania than in most of the republics of the former Soviet 
Union, it was still far greater than in the Nordic 
countries. For all other age groups, the main causes of 
death in Lithuania (as well as in Finland and Sweden) 
were cardiovascular diseases and cancer. Accidental 
death was also one of the leading causes of death in 
Lithuania. 

Other Social Indicators. Table 13 displays a collec­
tion of social indicators describing aspects of Lithua­
nian society not covered in other sections of the 
profile. This is not meant to be an exhaustive index of 
social conditions, but is intended to pinpoint areas 
where tensions exist or could develop. Strikes in the 
workplace have become increasingly common in the 
former Soviet republics. As of 1989, this aspect of 
labor discipline in Lithuania was much lower than in 
either Finland or Sweden, as only one workday per 
thousand state-sector workers was reported lost due to 
strikes. The suicide rate in Lithuania was roughly the 
same as in Finland, but higher than in Sweden by 50 
percent. In contrast, the divorce rate in Sweden was 
over twice as high as in Lithuania. 

/ 

Another indicator of social malaise is crime. The data 
show that the overall level of crime in Lithuania is 
much less than that in the two Nordic countries and is 
correspondingly less in most of the subclasses of 
crime. However, the murder rate, the crime indicator 
that is most reliable across time and geographic space, 
tells a different story. In this category, Lithuania's 
rate is much higher than in Finland or Sweden. On 
the other hand, if assault and rape are considered, 
then conditions in the Nordic countries are much 
worse. 
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