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ADVANCE REPORT ON RETAIL SALES, APRIL 1961

Total sales of retail stores in April were $17.5 billion, the U. S. Department
of Commerce announced today. After adjustment for seasonal variations and trading
day differences, but not for price changes, total retail sales amounted to $18.0 - ..
billion, about 1 percent below March-and 5 percent below April 1960.

The April sales figures are based on the Advance Report on Retail Trade, a
monthly survey of the Bureau of the Census conducted in cooperation with a repre-
sentative cross-section of about 2,000 retail firms which, in total, operate some
39,000 stores in the United States. The firms which are cooperating in the early
reporting of sales are part of a larger sample group which furnishes figures at
a later date. The advance estimates are subject to revision, on the basis of
estimates subsequently derived from the full sample, but the revision of the total
seldam exceeds 13 percent.

The advance Census figures for April are shown in table 1 of this release.
The Office of Business Economies noted that, after adjustment for seasonal
variations and trading day differences, April sales in most major lines of trade
were lower than in the previous month. Sales in March had advanced sharply from
the earlier months of 1961 with the improvement in weather. ZEstimates for March
for the full sample indicate that seasonally adjusted retail sales were two and
one-half percent above February.

(more)



ADVANCE RETAIL SALES FOR APRIL 1961

Table 1.

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal variations or

tradin

SALES OF RETAIL STCRES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

g day differences)

Sales (millions of doliars)

Kind-of -buginess group 1961 1960

Aprilt.. . March? ApRilr
Retall stores, t0t2l2.eeeerceereenvansss | 17, 460 18,019 19, 200
Durable-goods stores, totalB.......,....... 5,499 5,519 6,351
Nondurable-goods stores, total®.eeseeeress| 11,961 12,500 12,849
Food group.....l.l...U..............Ol.l..'... 4,483 4‘!712 4,586
Gro':ery stores...........................J.. 4’024 4"?-31 4’:’-’\(9
Eating and drinking DlACES..sscsecscersocrsses 1,274 1,288 1,308
General merchandisSe EroUPscssecessersssssscces 1,829 1,925 2,094
Depar.tment s‘tores.t..ll...ﬂ.....D.lﬂlv....l.. 4]-’064 l’l% 17219
Apparel Q‘oupooncoooco.o.oocoococooo.o'toooolc 1,025 1’187 l,360
" Furniture and appliance groUP.ecscessssecsccos 750 780 835
Lumber, building, hardware,farm equip. group.. 1,160 1,087 1,323
Au.tom.tive grlolrpl..l...h\hl.ll.....l...l........ 3’139 3’229 3,‘755
Gasoline service stetionS.esecsecssecsoconcsss 1,443 1,423 1,457
Drug and proprietary 8tOre8.cvsscricecceceseene 611 632 607
See footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census

Table 2. SALES OF RETAIL STCRES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-QF-BUSINESS GROUP
’ . »fADJg?TED»gEE“Eggsogal variations and trading day differences) _
' Percentage — Percentage
change, Sales shange,
Apr, 1961 Marv. 1961
King-of -business group frome- (millions of dollars) Frome-
Mar. |Apr. 19615 1960 Feb. Mar.

1961 | 1260 Apr .l Mar .2 Feb. [Mar.r 1961 1960
Retail stores, total®.... -1 | -5[17,963 [ig,235%17,795]18, 219 +5 |- 0
Durable-goods stores, total®.| -1 | -12| 5,518 | 5,597 | 5,348} 5,924 +5 -G
Nondurable-~goods stores,'tobalSL -2 | -1|12,445 [12,838%12,447] 1.2, 295 +2 +3
FOOd gl‘o.'lpolcotooocoto..oo.tocooo.ooo.cookodc;oco. 4’612 4’590 4,474 0 +3
Fating and drinking plACES.c.eseceecescssocooasss | 1,397 11,339 1,314 +4 +6
Generel merchendiSe EroUD.seecessessessssessssess | 2,063 1,998] 1,958 + +5
Apparel g-roupﬂiiitﬁﬂ ...... 9 50 03800000 03P PR8I OS e 1,164‘5 113-30 l,]—A‘g +':-‘ +1
Furniture and appliance groUP.cecscecscescssrcsss 837 812 868 +3 e
Lumber, .building, hardwere, farm equipment group.| 1,199 | 1,171} 1,133 +2 +5
Autonl?.tlve group...‘..l...Jl’..'.......0...".9.‘ 3’079 2’890 3,459 +7 -ll
Gasollne SeWice Sta.tions 90 80 00 00 0 0000 000 RN eBe e 1, 485 1’4’73 1’452 +l +2
Drug and proprietary StoreS.eecsceeceeecessssosnss 639 629 612 +2 +4
L _ Source: Office of Business Economics

T Monthly sales by kind-of-business revised for 1960. See Monthly Retall Trede Report

for January 1961.

; Advance sample estimates. 2 Preliminary estimstes of full sample.
Totals Include data for kinds of business not shown separstely.

“ Baged on preliminary estimates supplied by Federal Reserve Bourd.
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5 Revised.



