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The Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, announced today
that total sales of retail stores in December, after adjusting for
seasonal variations and trading day differences, but not for prvice
changes were estimated at $68.9 billion. This adjusted figure was
about 1 percent above November 1978 and 11 percent greater than Decemr
ber a year ago. The adjusted December estimate, excluding the auto-
motive group was virtually unchanged from November and 10 percent above
December last year. Sales for the full year 1978 amounted to $779.7
billion, about 10 percent above 1977.

Adjusted sales of durable goods stores increased 3 percent over Novem=
ber, while sales of nondurable goods stores were unchanged. Compared
with sales for December 1977,durable goods stores increased 18 percent,
and nondurable goods stores increased 8 percent.

The revised estimate of retail sales for November, based on preliminary
results from the full sample of retail stores, was about $68.2 billion,
$0.4 billion below the advance estimate published earlier. Seasonally
adjusted sales for November as revised,were about 1 percent above Octo~
ber and 11 percent above November 1977. Excluding the automotive
group, retail sales were about 2 percent above October and 10 percent
over November 1977. For nondurable goods stores, adjusted November
sales increased about 2 percent from the previous month and 9 percent
above the same month a year earlier, For durable goods stores, adjusted
sales for November were 1 percent above October and 14 percent higher
than November 1977.
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ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAIL SALES FOR THE UNITED STATES
JANUARY 1976 - DECEMBER 1978
(DATA ADJUSTED FOR SEASONAL, holiday, and troding day differences)
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Inquiries concerning this report should b addressed to Mr. Irving True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Telephone {301) 763-7660/7661.

.S. Department of Commerce
UREAU OF THE CENSUS

The Advance Monthly Retail Sales repourt, the Monthly Retail Trade repnrt, and the
Annual Retail Trade report are avaiable un a singie subscripuion from the Superintendein
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Qffice, Washington, D.C. 20402, at S25 per
year. Add $6.25 for each subscription to a foreign address. Postage stamps not acceptahle;
currency submitted at sende’s nsk. Remittances from fureiyn countnes must be by
international 1aone, order or by a diatt un a U.S. hank. Single copses of the Advance
Monthly Retail Sales report are for sale hy Suhscriber Services (Publications), Bureau of
the Census, Washingtun, 0.C. 20233, at 70 rents each.




Table 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjustea’
1972 1978 1977
SIC Kind of business 12 month total 1978 1977
code Percent 2 N
change | Dec. Nov. Oct. Dec. Nov. Oct.
1978 1‘103?7'5 advance [prelim.| final Dec. Nov. advance{prelim.{ final Dec Nov
Retail trade, total......c.vvneannorrsess 779,658} +10 81,809 {69,243 | 67,063 | 74,219 61,975 68,889 | 68,181 {67,389 | 61,813 | 61,650
Total (excl. automotive group)..... 621,875 +10 69,576 | 56,183 | 53,181 | 63,292 | 50,424 | 54,581 | 54,350 | 53,435 | 49,420 | 49,190
Durable goods stores, total.......... 266,813 | +12 25,064 §23,266 | 23,621 | 21,228 | 20,049 | 24,402 [ 23,723 | 23,599 {20,674 | 20,795
“ye ‘;'7‘.';*- ey
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers...........| 43,381 +14 3,488 | 3,845 | 4,163 2,963 | 3,229 3,691 | 3,873 3,923 | 3,149 | 3,260
521,3 Building materials and supply stores..... (S (% (9| 2,720 | 3,015 1,928 2,307 M | 2,675 | 2,738 | 2,224 2,300
525 Hardware STOTeS....veveeerieasornrcnnonsnn 9 (G0 [§)] 630 623 648 555 9 610 625 513 536
55 ex, 554 | Automotive dealers...........s. eesaaeseesss [157,783 | +10 12,233 {13,060 | 13,882 | 10,927 | 11,551 | 14,308 (13,831 {13,954 | 12,393 | 12,460
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto-

6,7,9 MOtive deBlerS.useseerssersansnsarnsenes * * (* {11,800 [ 12,634 | 9,812 | 10,448 (% 112,607 | 12,710 {11,343 | 11,357
551 Motor vehicle dealers (franchised)..... 9 (% (* 110,690 {11,398 [ 8,839 | 9,378 8 (na) (Na) (n4) (NA)
553 Auto and home supply stores........... (@) (%) (% | 1,260 | 1,248 1,115( 1,103 (" | 1,224 | 1,244 | 1,050 | 1,103
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment

stores.......... Ceteseasecnsrsranarstranae 37,104 +8 4,151 3,466 3,212 3,815 3,179 3,266 3,222 3,215 3,008 3,030
571 Furniture and home furnishings stores.... ) (* | 2,121 | 1,975] 2,058 | 1,937 91 1,942 | 1,950 | 1,807 | 1,833
5722,32 Household appliance, radio, and TV stores (% (% | 1,024 939 | 1,328 966 * 977 962 941 934
5722 Household appliance StOTES....e..eve... [¢)] (&) (€] 530 495 596 482 (o] (4) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Nondurable goods stores, total.......]512,845 +9 56,745 145,977 | 43,442 {52,991 | 41,926 | 44,48 43,790 }41,139 | 40,855
TR :
. IR 4 o
53 General merchandise group stores...........| 98,518 | +10 15,394 | 9,805 | 8,200 | 14,572 | 8,986 | 8,64 8,251 | 8,276 | 7,822
531 Department STOTES....veseenesroseoeannens 79,013 | +10 |12,252 | 7,846 { 6,579 | 11,817 | 7,290 | 6,85 6,592 | 6,646 | 6,306
533 Variety stores......... % &) (&) 755 664 | 1,308 706 (* 687 696 641
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. * * 91 1,208 957 | 1,447 990 (* 972 934 875
54 FOOd STOTES...ciunceerocucannrssacocnsancss 171,667 +10 16,068 |14,627 | 14,211 | 14,894 {13,135 114,803 [14,866 [14,743 |13,406 | 13,569
541 Grocery stores........... R IR ] 159,919 +10 14,814 {13,582 {13,188 413,787 |12,265 |13,666 |13,789 |13,737 |12,410 | 12,644
554 Gasoline service stations..........e.vuenen | 59,637 +5 5,262 | 5,052 5,155 | 4,918 | 4,721 | 5,210 | 5,155 | 5,064 | 4,898 | 4,798
56 Apparel and accessory stores...............| 36,483 19 5,429 | 3,484 3,168 | 4,899 | 3,166 | 3,205 | 3,270 | 3,139 | 2,875 3,027
561 Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings
stores....... it sieieeer e iaeseaas * (" * 693 581 | 1,088 675 (S 650 596 - 568 640
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
FUrriers...eveaeeen.en % * (9| 1,349 | 1,285 | 1,847 | 1,206 (™ 41,258 | 1,215 | 1,123 | 1,140
565 Family clothing stores.............. eiee (&) ()] (&) 685 595 | 1,068 609 (M (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
566 Shoe stores....... (*) (* (€] 587 563 720 543 () 568 562 515 541
58 Eating and drinking places...........eevvev | 70,286 | +10 6,070 | 5,743 | 6,039 | 5,491 | 5,261 | 6,107 | 5,933 | 6,051 | 5,469 | 5,486
591 Drug stores and proprietary stores.........| 24,575 +10 2,920 | 2,108 | 2,045 | 2,685 | 1,849 § 2,181 { 2,169 | 2,110 | 2,008 | 1,894
592 Liquor stores..... e eeeieeraeeriaeaaeas (% (6] 911,197 | 1,130 | 1,583 | 1,106 | 1,182 | 1,170 | 1,089 | 1,106
5961 (pt.) | Mail-order houses (department store ‘
merchandise)?............. [ (@) * ] 908 781 702 878 (o] 602 591 580 576

NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds
NA Not available.
ipata ad justed for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences.
Trade Report, BR-78~11).

2Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel.

the full sample.
3Includes sales made by mail-order catalog desks located within department stores of mail-order firms.

of business.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail

All other estimates are based on



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

{Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences)

Percent change

Dec. Nov. Oct. 1978
1972 1978 1978 through
S1C Kind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- Dec. 1978
code from——
July 1978 Oct. 1977
Nov. 1978 Dec. 1977 Oct. 1978 Nov.. 1977 through through
preliminary final final final

Sept. 1978 Dec. 1977

Retail trade, total.....eseeeeeccssnnns +1%,52 +11 +1 +11 +4 +11
Total (excl. automotive group)..... 0" +10 +2 +10 +4 +11
Durable goods stores, total.....eesss +3 378 +18 +1 +14 +6 +15
523
52 Building materials, hardware, garden .
supply, and mobile home dealers,,,....sss. -5-tE +17 -1 +19 +2 +17
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealers...,......eovesass +3 333 +15 -1 +11 +6 +13
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
SEOTeS. vsuisstsensorsassncsvsnsncsossones +1§.3= +9 0 +6 +3 +8
Nondurable goods stores, total....... IRY +8 +2 +9 +3 +9
-5.0%
53 General merchandise group Stores,....cesees +21.5 +4 +3 +9 +3 +7
531 Department StOres.....cesssssscocrsssanss +2 1.0 +3 +2 +7 +2 +5
54 FOOd StOreS.iseessevsscssesosssscscsssannes 0-.47 +10 +1 +10 +3 +11
541 Grocery StOreS...eivescecesarsscesscsonse =l-.%p +10 0 +9 +2 +10
554 Gasoline service sStations...eceessecssssans +1 t.uiz +6 +2 +7 +5 +7
56 Apparel and acceSSOry StOreS.....eseseevecs =2-3. 2% +11 +4 +8 +3 +10
58 Eating and drinking placeS....seeesecessaces +3 2,55 +12 =2 +8 +1 +11
591 Drug stores and proprietary StoreS.....cee. +1.5% +9 +3 +15 +4 +12

Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Group Il Companies by Kind of Business
for the United States: NOVEMBER 1978

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted?
1972
SIC Kind of businesc Nov. Oct. Nov. Oct.
code 1978 1978 Tov 1978 1978 fresd
preliminary final preliminary final
Retail trade, total....eessvensessses 25,195 22,848 22,783 23,611 22,842 21,525
53 General merchandiSe group Stores,,...evesss 8,796 7,307 8,092 7,622 7,341 6,952
531 Department StOreS......ceococvecoscvesans 7,428 6,232 6,898 6,387 6,226 5,967
533 Variety StOreS...eeesessccoescssssssssoss 597 513 553 550 534 502
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores, 771 562 641 (s) (s) (s)
54 FOOU SEOTES..eusanensnersonrvercasscanasnss 7,910 7,574 7,153 (wA) (NA) (A}
541 GroCery StOreS....ceecescssccessessoncses 7,827 7,494 7,073 7,827 7,663 7,152
56 Apparel and acceSSOry StOreS...esoescsevcecs 1,282 1,149 1,145 1,195 1,131 1,089
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
fUrriers...cieasescsncacesvescossnancnes 539 493 463 503 472 443
566 Shoe StOreS...evesesssscsessssassancasace 296 278 262 288 278 260
591 Drug stores and proprietary stores,........ 1,035 974 870 1,099 1,016 919

Note: The Group II component of the sample consists of companies which had 1l or more retail establishments according to the most
recent update of multi-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (i.e., their sales size exceeded specified dollar
volume cutoffs which vary by kind of business).

Ipata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences, (See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail
Trade Report, BR- 78-11).
NA Not available.

{8} Suppressed =~ Estimates do not meet Bureau of the Census standard for publication.
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Table 4. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Selected Kinds of Business for Specified Areas and Cities

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Not adjusted
Area Nov. Oet. Nov. Area Nov. Oct. Nov.
1978 1978 1977 1978 1978 1977
preliminary final preliminary final
Standard Consolidated Areas! Standard Metropolitan
1
Chicago, Ill.--Northwestern Statistical Areas’--Con.
Indiana, total....e.vveevvesnnnss 2,754 2,654 2,550
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,900 1,781 1,850 Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn-Wis.,
(7N N 773 685 698 total...ivesannonns 813 792 750
New York, N.Y.-Northeastern N.J., Nondurable goods stores. 557 536 494
total..evuersnnanas Cetreeeenreaas 4,122 3,993 3,908 GAFZ..... 266 244 257
Nondurable goods stores.. 2,944 2,842 2,854 Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total... 828 813 814
GAF2..... et eteereiaceaaaan . 1,325 1,192 1,305 Nondurable goods stores. 558 538 547
[¢7:9 241 213 237
Standard Metropolitan New York, N.Y.-N.J., total..... 2,280 2,161 2,067
Statistical Areas! Nondurable goods stores..... 1,699 1,619 1,581
GAF?. . viviernnnnannss cedssenene 781 710 767
Anaheim-Santa Ana-Garden Grove, Newark, N.J., total....ceeeeroens 617 604 572
Calif., total........ teveesnan PN 800 745 714 Nondurable goods stores..... 391 381 376
Nondurable goods stores..... 510 474 475 GAFZ, i iiivennnnrannnann N 165 149 154
GAFZ......... teressenan . 244 199 217 Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J., total..... 1,578 1,575 1,531
Atlanta, Ga., GAFZ.......... 220 191 183 Nondurable goods stores..... 1,093 1,062 1,070
Baltimore, Md., total,.... heeienen 675 654 611 GAF?........ eeeeen ereresaanes 480 414 456
Nondurable goods stores..... 501 481 451 Pittsburgh, Pa., total..... 751 696 659
GAFZ. . . viieinninnnnns PN . 199 169 175 Nondurable goods stores..... 533 488 482
Boston, Mass., total’...... 1,241 1,167 1,056 GAFZ....... 269 213 241
Nondurable goods stores..... 851 787 756 St. Louls, Mo.-Ill., total....... 672 643 614
GAF2..... eereeene eenaeaaes 392 337 297 Nondurable goods storeS..... 515 486 486
Buffalo, N.Y., total...cousunnns.n 351 337 317 GAFZ,..... Cerieerriieenaaans 209 186 205
Nondurable goods stores..... 275 261 240 San Diego, Calif., total.......... 576 552 471
Chicago, Ill., total......... e 2,552 2,461 2,368 Nondurable goods stores. 375 342 319
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,779 1,667 1,727 GAFZ, i ieirieerunnseonnsannnnnsnse 180 151° 143
GAFZ,........ v reeeeens 726 646 660 San Francisco-Oakland, Calif.,
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind., total.. 589 557 537 L33 2 EN 1,052 983 1,048
Nondurable goods stores..... 410 376 391 Nondurable goods stores,.... 732 681 726
Cleveland, Ohio, total........ 692 682 605 (€7 339 293 315
Nondurable goods stores..... 494 479 447 Seattle-Everett, Wash,, total..... 603 567 523
GAF2....... PO resenaneean 202 180 199 Nondurable goods stores..... 422 386 374
Dallas-Fort Worth, Tex., total.... 1,061 1,034 918 Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va., total... 1,038 1,049 930
Nondurable goods stores..... 705 677 584 Nondurable goods stores..... 703 694 649
GAFZ........ fesesessesraceneenne 286 253 255 (7. 310 292 295
Detroit, Mich., total............. 1,732 1,727 1,473
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,019 989 943 .
GAFZ....0evennnss ceenn 496 446 456 Cities
Houston, Tex., total.. 1,096 1,063 899
Nondurable goods sto 701 648 560 Chicago, Ill., tot8l..ceeeuuenness 887 851 845
GAFZ.......... erieesaas Cresaeas 311 264 265 Nondurable goods stores..... 652 602 633
Kansas City, Mo.-Kans., total..... 667 628 578 GAFZ. .. ieieerivecaannnnnn 236 213 230
Nondurable goods stores..... 471 427 404 Detroit, Mich., total...seevevesss 220 229 202
GAF2.. . ...0vnunnnn eereenen N 165 135 147 Nondurable goods stores..... 126 129 135
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif., GAFE, it viereeeneeonenesnnaannas 47 47 47
total........ reseanes fherceenens 2,384 2,248 2,029 Los Angeles, Calif., total... . 762 709 683
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,619 1,503 1,437 Nondurable goods stores. 583 539 542
GAFZ....ivivnaen PP 727 590 613 GAFZ....00uu. ferereraaees . 222 185 198
Miami, Fla., total....veevneenncas 569 550 553 New York, N.Y., total,........ 1,390 1,334 1,293
Nondurable goods stores..... 344 330 328 Nondurable goods stores..... 1,043 1,008 1,027
GAF .., . iiiiinannan teeetiiuen 166 146 147 530 495 522
Milwaukee, Wis,, total............ 539 526 513 369 358 345
Nondurable goods stores 324 303 327 Nondurable goods storeS..... 313 300 296
GAF teeriesteniennn teiietneann 142 126 141 GAFZ. . i itiiiininnrisanconnannnen 93 86 91

IDefinitions of standard consolidated areas and standard metropolitan statistical areas are shown in the Monthly Retail Trade Report BR-78-11.
ZIncludes the following: General merchandise group stores (SIC 53); apparel and accessory stores (SIC 56); furniture, home furnishings and equipment
stores (SIC 57); and miscellaneous shopping goods stores (SIC 594). GAF represents stores which specialize in department store types of merchandise.
>Statistics for the Boston SMSA include retall establishments in all Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, and Suffolk Counties.




