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Speakers
• Vicki Glasier, Public Affairs and Media Events Branch

• Nicholas A. Jones, Chief, Racial Statistics Branch

• Lindsay Hixson, Ph.D., Statistician, Racial Statistics Branch
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Topics Presented
• Race concepts and definition of       

“Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander”

• Population size and growth 

• Multiple-race reporting 

• Geographic distribution

• Detailed Native Hawaiian and Other   
Pacific Islander group information
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2010 Census Race Question



Definition of “Native Hawaiian
or Other Pacific Islander” (NHPI)

Used in the 2010 Census

According to the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, 

“Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander” refers to a 

person having origins in any of the original peoples of 

Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.
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2010 Census Race Question
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• Includes people who marked the “Native Hawaiian,” 
“Guamanian or Chamorro,” or “Samoan” checkbox

• Also includes respondents who reported entries such as 

– Pacific Islander 

– Polynesian (e.g., Tahitian, Tongan, Tokelauan)

– Micronesian (e.g., Marshallese, Palauan, Chuukese)

– Melanesian (e.g., Fijian, Guinean, Solomon Islander)

Definition of “Native Hawaiian
or Other Pacific Islander” (NHPI)

Used in the 2010 Census
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Race Concepts
• Race alone population –

people who reported a single race group
(e.g., NHPI alone)

• Race in combination population –
people who reported more than one race group 
(e.g., NHPI and White; NHPI and Asian)

• Race alone-or-in-combination population –
all people who reported a particular race group, 
either alone, or in combination with one or more 
other race groups
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POPULATION SIZE
AND GROWTH
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Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander Population: 2000 and 2010

2000 2010
NHPI alone or
in combination 874,414 1,225,195

NHPI alone 398,835 540,013

NHPI in combination 475,579 685,182
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



NHPI Population: 2000 and 2010
2000 2010 Increase

NHPI alone or
in combination

874,414 1,225,195 350,781

NHPI alone 398,835 540,013 141,178

NHPI in 
combination

475,579 685,182 209,603
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



9.7%

40.1%
35.4%

44.1%

Total U.S.
Population

NHPI alone or in
combination

NHPI alone NHPI in
combination

Growth of the NHPI Population:
2000 to 2010
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(+27.3 million)
(+141,000)

(+210,000)(+351,000)

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



MULTIPLE-RACE REPORTING
OF THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND

OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
POPULATION
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Percentage Distribution of NHPI 
Alone or in Combination: 2010

44.1
55.9

Alone

In Combination

1.2 million

(540,000)
(685,000)
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Source: 2010 Census



Percentage Distribution of
Multiple-Race NHPI Population: 2010
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24.8

24.220.9

8.6

21.5
NHPI; White

NHPI; Asian

NHPI; White; Asian

NHPI; Some Other Race

All other combinations
including NHPI

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Source: 2010 Census

685,000



GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
OF THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND

OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
POPULATION
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Growth of NHPI Alone or in Combination
by Region: 2000 to 2010
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(+18,000)

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



States with Largest Number of NHPI 
Alone or in Combination: 2010
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Source: 2010 Census



Counties with Largest Number of NHPI
Alone or in Combination: 2010
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21,000

22,000

24,000

24,000

27,000

31,000

42,000

54,000

62,000

  234,000

Salt Lake county, UT

Alameda county, CA

King county, WA

Sacramento county. CA

Clark county, NV

San Diego county, CA

Maui county, HI

Los Angeles county, CA

Hawaii county, HI

Honolulu county, HI

,

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Source: 2010 Census



20
Source: 2010 Census

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander Alone or in 
Combination: 2010
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Source: 2010 Census

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander Alone or in 
Combination: 2010
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Source: 2010 Census

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander Alone or in 
Combination: 2010
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Source: 2010 Census

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander Alone or in 
Combination: 2010
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NHPI Alone as a Percentage of 
County Population: 2010

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: 2010 Census
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NHPI Alone or in Combination 
as a Percentage of County 
Population: 2010

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: 2010 Census
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Percent Change in NHPI Alone: 
2000 to 2010

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census
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Percent Change in NHPI Alone 
or in Combination: 2000 to 2010

Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



DETAILED 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN 

AND OTHER PACIFIC 
ISLANDER GROUPS
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Largest Detailed NHPI Groups:
2000 and 2010

7,000

14,000

37,000

93,000

133,000

401,000

22,000

32,000

57,000

148,000

184,000

527,000

Marshallese

Fijian

Tongan

Guamanian or
Chamorro

Samoan

Native Hawaiian

2010

2000
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



Detailed Group 2000 2010 Change

Native Hawaiian 45.9 43.0 -2.9

Guamanian or Chamorro 10.6 12.1 1.5

Fijian 1.6 2.6 1.1

Marshallese 0.8 1.8 1.1

Tongan 4.2 4.7 0.5

Samoan 15.2 15.1 -0.2
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander. Percents are based on the 
NHPI alone-or-in-any-combination population. Change is based on unrounded calculations. 
Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census

Change in Share of Largest 
Detailed NHPI Groups: 2000 to 2010 



Percentage of Largest Detailed NHPI Groups
by Number of Groups and Races: 2010
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Note: Percentages are based on the alone-or-in-any-combination population for each group. 
NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.
Source: 2010 Census



Percentage Distribution of Largest 
Detailed NHPI Groups by State: 2010
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Note: NHPI refers to Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.

Source: 2010 Census
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Detailed NHPI Groups
(Top 3 states with the largest proportions of selected detailed NHPI groups in the United States)
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Source: 2010 Census

Native Hawaiian 
Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Native Hawaiian population in the United States)

3.8%

14.2%

55.0%
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Source: 2010 Census

Guamanian or Chamorro 
Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Guamanian or Chamorro population in the United States)

30.1%

10.0%

6.9%
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Source: 2010 Census

Fijian Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Fijian population in the United States)

74.5%

8.2%

2.7%
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Source: 2010 Census

Samoan Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Samoan population in the United States)

33.0%

20.3%

9.9%
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Source: 2010 Census

Tongan Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Tongan population in the United States)

40.0%
23.1%

14.1%
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Source: 2010 Census

Marshallese Population
(Reflects the top 3 states with the largest proportions of the 
total Marshallese population in the United States)

33.0%

19.3%

9.8%



Summary
• Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders were 

second fastest growing race group.

• Majority of the NHPI population reported multiple races 
(56 percent).

• Largest multiple-race NHPI combinations were:
- NHPI and White; 
- NHPI and Asian; 
- NHPI and White and Asian.

• NHPI population grew most in West and fastest in South.
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Summary (continued)
• Native Hawaiian was largest detailed NHPI group, 

followed by Samoan and Guamanian or Chamorro.

• Native Hawaiians had highest proportion reporting 
multiple detailed NHPI groups and/or another race.

• Tongans had highest proportion reporting multiple 
detailed NHPI groups and no other race.

• Marshallese had highest proportion reporting one 
detailed NHPI group and no other race.

• Detailed NHPI groups varied in geographic diversity.
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The Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Population: 2010
<www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-12.pdf>
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Online Press Kit
http://2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html
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Ustream Event

Thursday, May 17 at 4:30pm EDT
(1:30pm PDT; 10:30am in Hawaii)

Join us on Facebook or Ustream:
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/us-census-bureau
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For Further Information
Media Public Information Office

301-763-3030
pio@census.gov

General Public Customer Services Center
1-800-923-8282 or
301-763-INFO (4636)

Press Kit 
http://2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html
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Upcoming Releases
and Events

• Foreign-Born Population: 2010 (May 10)
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