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ESTIMATES OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF VOTING AGE,

FOR STATES:

About 104.6 million civilians will be old
enough to vote in the general election on No-
vember 4, 1958, according to estimates by the
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.
The total includes the civilien population 21
years old and over for all States and the ci-
vilian population 18 to 20 years old for Geor-
gla and Kentucky, where persons as young as 18
years are permitted by law to vote. It does
"ot include members of the Armed Forces of vot-
nig age, who number approximately 1.9 million.

Women of voting age, estimated at 54.7
million for 1958, outnumber men by about 4.8
million. If members of the Armed Forces of
voting age were included, this difference would
be only about three-fifths as large.

The number of civilians who will be o0ld
enough to vote for the first time in a general
election this November amounts to about 4.0
million~-1.8 million men and 2.2 million women.

In November 19568, about 102.7 million ci-
vilians were of voting age. The increase in
this group between 1958 and 1958 is estimated
at about 1,9 million, including about 0.8 mil-
lion men and 1.1 million women.

The total vote cast for United States
Representatives in the 1954 "off year" elec-
tion was 42,6 million, or 42.5 percent of the
total of 100.2 million civiliansg of voting age.
The vote cast for United States Represeata-
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tives in the presidential election year of 1956
was 58.9 million, or 57.3 percent of the total
of 102.7 million oivilians of voting age.

The proportion of the civilien population
of voting age represented by the total vote
cast for United States Representatives in non-~
presidential election years 1in the last two
decades has ranged from a low of 33.9 percent
in 1942 to a high of 44.1 percent in 1938. The
proportion represented by the total vote cast
for United States Representatives in presiden-
tial election years in the same period has
ranged from a low of 48.6 percent in 1948 to a
high of 58.7 percent in 1952. (See table 1,)

According to the estimates, among the four
major regions the North Central States have
the largest voting potential, withanestimated
civilian population of voting age numbering
31,095,000, Not far behind is the South, with
an estimated 30,931,000 civilians of voting
age. For the Northeast, the estimate 1is
27,525,000, and for the West it is 15,031,000,

The civilian population of voting age in-
cludes a great many persons who, although old
enough to vote, cannot do so because they have
not satisfied State requirements as to citi-
zenship, residence, registration, or payment
of poll taxes, It is estimated that there are
about 24 million aliens of voting age 1in the
United States. Among the citizens of vot-
ing age, there are some persons who are not
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permitted to vote because they are confined in
penal 1institutions or are immates of mental
hospitals and kindred institutions. In all
these cases, eligibility to vote is determined

by State laws,

persons

voting residence in any State.

whioh vary in many respects.
Furthermore, there are a substantial number of
in the Distriot of Columbia who lack

Table 1.-=CIVILIAN POPULATION OF VOTING AGE, 1938 TO 1958, AND VOTES CAST FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS
AND UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES, 1938 TO 1956

Vote cast for presidential | Vote cast for United States
electors Representatives?
Civilian

population Percent of Percent of

Year (November) of voting civilian civilian
agel Number population Number population

of voting of voting

age age

B 104,582,000 cos voe cee iee
19560 0s0ccssessccssasassssconsens 102,726,000 62,027,000 60.4 58,886,000 57.3
100, 223,000 ves voo 42,580,000 42.5
98,133,000 61,552,000 62.7 57,571,000 58,7
1950000000 sse00ssessessoscsscccas 97,023,000 oo vee 40,430,000 41.7
19480 0cccccssossorsresscscscsses 94,877,000 48,834,000 51.5 46,142,000 48,6
1946 csceesssosssscsassccsoconese 92,018,000 eos voe 34,398,000 37.4
194 eseessosessscssscsssasssancs 390, 599,000 447,976,000 53.0 45,103,000 49.8
19420 0cv0scsossscosvosssssossses .82,851,000 oo ces 28,074,000 33,¢
19400 0escssccsssvsassssossvosess 84,319,000 49,820,000 59.1 46,951,000 55.7
1938uesccacccesavosrosncssvoness 82,225,000 eos ses 36,236,000 44,

1 population 21 years old and over plus population 18 to 20 years in Georgla for 1944 to date and Kemtucky

for 1956 to date.

2 A gmall part of the vote was cast by persons in the Armed Forces.
1958, tables 435, 436, 440, and 441.

Statistical Abstract of the United States:
3 Total population including Armed Forces overseas.
4 yote cast by civilians was 45,285,000,

METHODOLOGY

The estimates of the civilian population
of voting age for the United States as a whole
are based on data from the Censuses of 1950
and earlier years; vital statistics provided
by the National Office of Vital Statistics,
United States Publioc Health Service; statis-
tics on immigration and emigration provided by
the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
Department of Justice; and figures relating to
the Armed Forces provided by the Department of
Defense.

The State estimates of the civilian popu-
lation 21 years old and over (Georgia and
Kentucky, 18 and over) for November 1958 are
based on statisties for the ocorresponding
younger age group in April 1950, adjusted for
deaths, net movement of civilians into the
Armed Forces, and net oivilian migration be-
tween April 1950 and November 1958,

The estimates of deaths since 1950 in the
age group 21 years old and over (in November
1958) are based on statistics of resident

See U. S. Bureau of the Census,

Civilian population was 81,024,000.
1944, Nos. 3 and 5,

See U. S. Bureau of the Census, Election:

deaths by age for 1950 to 1956, provisional
statistics on total resident deaths for 1957
and 1958, and estimates of deaths of persons
in the Armed Forces stationed 1in each State.
The eatimated net movement of civilians into
the Armed Forces for each State was obtained
as the difference between the estimated number
of persons 21 years old and over in the Armed
Forces in November 1958 and the number at the
corresponding younger ages in the Armed Forces
in April 1950, adjusted for deaths of persons in
this group while serving in the Armed Forces.

The estimates of civilian migration since
1950 in the age group 21 years old and over
(in November 1958), by States, are based on
estimated rates of net migration for the total
population of each State for 1957 (to be pub-
lished in No. 188 of this series). It was
assumed in making the estimates that the rate
of net migration for the population 21 years
0ld and over was about 4 percent below that
for the population of all ages. This percent-
age was obtained by analysis of data on annual
interstate migration by age for the United
States as a whole for the years since the last
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“ocensus, obtained in the Current Population
' Survey, the Bureau's continuing national sample
survey of population. The assumption made may
not apply very well to some States. Henoce,
the State figureas on net migration may vary
considerably in accuracy.

The present estimates had to be extended
over a ourrent periocd for whioch no data are
yet available, but they are in line with the
estimates of total population for States for
1957 to be published in report No. 186 of
Series P-25.

Table 2.--ESTIMATES OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF VOTING AGE FOR STATES, 1958, AND PERCENT CASTING VOTES
FOR UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES, 1954

(Bach estimate has been independently rounded to the nearest thousand from figures computed to the last digit;
hence, the sums of parts shown may differ slightly from the totals shown)

Civilian population of Civilian population of
voting age voting age

Regicn, division, z::':i:; Reglon, division, Zi::iﬂ;

and State Number, votes for and State Number, votes for
November 1, U. S. Repre- November 1, U. S. Repre-
19581 . Oe JEP 19581 - ©. depre
sentatives, sentatives,

19542 19542
United StateSeceescsss 104,582,000 42.5 WEST NORTH CENTRAL:

MinnesotBe.eesscccccssss 2,018,000 58.9

REGIONS: IoWB.eeeccesscacececsssne 1,730,000 49.0
Northeast..eoeeececcensese 27,525,000 51.1 Missouri.ececesscssencces 2,670,000 4t .3
North Centralecscesesccces 31,095,000 50.7 North Dakot8eeececcsccces 373,000 51.4

30,931,000 21.7 South DaXot8.e..eeeserees 401,000 59 .4
15,031,000 50.9 NebraskB,..c.cecescccssccss 894,000 47.9
KANBAB. s, e-sssovosronsnns 1,263,000 49.1

NORTHEAST: SOUTH ATLANTIC:

New England.ceeccscesonmane 6,253,000 56.5 Delawtrescseccccsosesasess 271,000 63,0
Middle AtlanticCeeesessocs. 21,272,000 49.4 MAryland..e.ceeeessoccccs 1,741,000 40.3
1 CENTRAL: District of Columbia..... 520,000
5.5t North CAntTale.eee.s 21,746,000 51.0 Virginif..coceeeevevesses 2,186,000 17.0
Vest North Gentral 9’ 345’000 5002 Vest Virginia..eeesceess. 1,163,000 52,2
[ ° North Carolin@....ccceee. 2,517,000 25,8

SOUTH: South CarolinB...cceceecees 1,257,000 18,2
South AtlantiCececesecoeses 14,622,000 24.0 GeOrBi8u.cscocercssoasaae 2,242,000 16.4
Eagt South Central........ 6,901,000 21,2 Floridl..cesscecescesascs 2,725,000 14.7
VWest South Central........ 9,408,000 18.6 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:

WEST: Kentuckyeesssesessaascces 1,883,000 39.5
Mountain.cececoacossoccsas 3,589,000 55.4 Tennessee.ceceoscccsccoscs 2,038,000 17.5
PACITIC esersocrooacanonve 11,442,000 49.6 AlBDAME. ceeecansorsesaese 1,800,000 16.2

) Migsi88ipPicceccossccnces 1,181,000 8.5

NEW ENGLAND: WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:

MBINEeeoeeoennonsnnsonnces 567,000 42.7 ATKBDSA8 .o coeeeccoscsocne 1,021,000 26.8
Nev BampshiT€...eeeeeecees 361,000 5.9 Louigiana. cevsecccvcncene 1,707,000 3.1
Vermomnt,.ceeeccssesccncones 221,(m 48,4 0k18hOMBeeesscoaccscosose 1,382,@ 41.6
MassachusettBececersscones 3,099,000 55.4 TexBSecaccscsccscorcnnsse ,298,000 12.6
FRhode Islandescececccecass 542,000 61.8

MOUNTAIN:

ComnecticUtesceceocanacnes 1,464,000 63.9 MODLANA. « s eeennnsonsesens 399,000 59.7
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: IdahOeeeecocesccscnvecnas i’;g,% ggg
New YorKeeeooonasscacocees 10, 584,000 46.7 - ’ °
NeV JETrSeYeearseennnseesns 3. 660,000 51.2 ColoradOescecssessssoscsce 997,000 54.9

2 2
Permsylvenia 7°028 000 52.8 New MexicOsecevecsncacass 414,000 48,8
tosssecsensee s ° AT120N8.ccesccocscsassnce 607,000 42,4

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: g::had;.... ligg,ggg ggz
OhlOeesscescceosscccrecnan 5,693,000 45:1 Seescctecsesnescesne ’ °
Indianf,.eecceceteccoccces 2,766,000 59.7 PACIFIC:

I11inoiBeeccececveoccasnss 6,238,000 54,1 Washingtoneeeseeconoccsss 1,642,000 52.6
MichigaN.eeeeecsscocrocnes 4,662,000 49.0 OPegOD.sseesrscsssscssoce 1,084,000 53.5
Wisconsin.cesesescescssnee 2,387,000 50.9 Californi@ecesccocvececss 8,716,000 48.5

1 The population figures for all States except Georgia and Kentucky relate to civilians 21 years
For Georgia and Kentucky the figures are for the civilian populaticn 18 years old and over.

2 Based on votes cast as shown in Statistical Abstract of the United States:

1958, table 441, p. 352,

old and over.

and on a

partial revision of the estimates of the population of voting age in November 1954 shown in Current Population

Reports, Series P-25, No. 100.
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