Address Canvassing

The Census Bureau conducts Address Canvassing to update our address and map database to ensure that it is accurate and current.  The Census Bureau will use the updated addresses from Address Canvassing to deliver questionnaires in the mail or by enumerator to every address in areas where Address Canvassing is conducted.  The Census Bureau will use the updated map and structure coordinate data for subsequent visits to specific addresses and for reporting census data.

The Address Canvassing operation requires a lister to canvass (travel in a systematic way) assigned census blocks, looking for every place where people live, stay, or could live or stay.   The rules of canvassing are discussed in more detail below.  The places that they identify as somewhere that a person lives, stays, or could live or stay are known as living quarters.  The lister will compare the living quarters that they find on the ground to what is displayed on the address list.  The hand-held computer will contain a display of address records for each known living quarter, from the Census Bureau’s Master Address File for the given assignment area, for comparison and updating purposes.  

In order to update the address list, the listers will verify, correct, add, and delete address records in each census block within their assignment area (AA), while also updating map features (streets, street names, etc.) on the electronic map.  Listers also will link duplicate addresses when they identify them and determine if a living quarters should be coded as an “Other Living Quarters” or OLQ, for further review in the Group Quarters Validation (GQV) operation. 

Assignment areas will go through a quality control process where a sample of addresses are rechecked.  If an AA passes the recheck, then it is transmitted to HQ and it is identified as complete in the field.  If an AA does not pass the recheck, then it is recycled back to be recanvassed.  After the AA is recanvassed, it must once again pass through the quality control recheck process.

Canvassing

When a lister receives an assignment, they should access the map to review the assignment area (AA).  An AA is most often comprised of several census blocks.  They are instructed to canvass each block in an order that is as efficient as possible.  We tell them to start at an intersection rather than in the middle of a street to ensure that they don’t miss any living quarters.  They are instructed to choose a logical starting point based on their own knowledge of the area.

Once the lister identifies the block they will be canvassing and the starting point, they are to travel in a clockwise direction, in most cases turning to the right.  The canvassing of a block also includes streets that are interior to that block.  While doing this, they are to only update the address list with the living quarters they find on the right side of the street (living quarters on the left are most often in another census block).   As previously stated, the listers will be updating and adding living quarters to the address list.  However, if they come across what appears to be a non-residential structure, the listers are instructed to try to speak with someone to verify whether or not it contains any living quarters.

When canvassing, the listers are also instructed to completely canvass one block prior to moving on to another block.  However, there may be rare exceptions to this rule.

The illustration below depicts some of the rules a lister should follow when canvassing.  In this example, the lister chose to begin and end canvassing Block 1256 at the intersection of Apple and Pine Streets (identified by the ‘X’).  The solid blue arrows highlight their path of travel.  Note this includes Apple Lane and the right, or outside, of Tinker Circle.  For Block 1354, the lister chose to begin and end their canvassing at the ’Y’ that is in the southwestern corner of the block.  For this block the dashed orange arrows highlight the lister’s path of travel.
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NOTE:  This document outlines the workflow of Address Canvassing as it has taken place in previous census tests and does not necessarily reflect the workflow as it will happen during the 2010 Census.
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