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INTRODUCTION

Data from the 1990 census are presented in several
different report series. These series are published under
the following three subject titles:

1. 1990 Census of Population (1990 CP)

2. 1990 Census of Housing (1990 CH)

3. 1990 Census of Population and Housing (1990 CPH)

The types of data and the geographic areas shown in
reports differ from one series to another. In most series,
there is one report for each State, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands of the United States
(Virgin Islands), plus a United States summary report.
Some series include reports for American Indian and
Alaska Native areas, metropolitan areas, and urbanized
areas. See appendix F for detailed information about the
various report series; additional 1990 census data products
such as computer tapes, microfiche, and laser disks; other
related materials; and sources of assistance.

The data from the 1990 census were derived from a
limited number of basic questions asked of the entire
population and about every housing unit (referred to as the
100-percent questions), and from additional questions asked
of a sample of the population and housing units (referred to
as the sample questions). Two primary versions of ques-
tionnaires were used: a short form containing only the
100-percent questions and a long form containing both the
100-percent questions and the additional sample ques-
tions. Appendix E presents facsimiles of the questionnaire
pages and the respondent instructions used to collect the
data included in this report. Appendix F lists the subjects
that are covered by the 100-percent and sample compo-
nents of the 1990 census.

Legal provision for this census, which was conducted as
of April 1, 1990, was made in the Act of Congress of August
31, 1954 (amended August 1957, December 1975, and
October 1976), which is codified in Title 13, United States
Code.

HOW TO FIND GEOGRAPHIC AREAS AND
SUBJECT-MATTER DATA

This report includes a table finding guide to assist the
user in locating those statistical tables that contain the data
that are needed. The table finding guide lists alphabeti-
cally, by geographic area, the subjects shown in this report.
To determine which tables in this report show data for a
particular topic, find the subject in the left-hand column of
the table finding guide and then look across the columns
using the headings at the top for the desired type of
geographic area. Below is an example of a table finding
guide.
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Tables identified in the table finding guide with a refer-
ence letter in parentheses after the table number present
characteristics for racial groups or persons of Hispanic
origin. The tables without reference letters contain data for
the total population only. The table finding guide does not
include cross-classifications of subject-matter items, nor
does it distinguish among tables presenting data for all
persons or housing units and tables presenting data for
subgroups (for example, persons under 18 years or renter-
occupied housing units) unless it is necessary to locate the
subject.

Additional information to locate data within specific
reports often is provided in the headnote at the top of the
table finding guide and in the footnotes at the bottom of the
guide.

HOW TO USE THE STATISTICAL TABLES

Parts of a Statistical Table

The census data included in printed reports are arranged
in tables. Each table includes four major parts: (1) heading,
(2) boxhead, (3) stub, and (4) data field.

A typical census report table is illustrated below.

The heading consists of the table number, title, and
headnote. The table number indicates the position of the
table within the report, while the title is a brief statement
indicating the classification, nature, and time reference of
the data presented in the table. The headnote is enclosed
in brackets and is located under the title. It contains
statements that qualify, explain, or provide information
pertaining to the entire table. In some tables showing racial
and Hispanic origin groups, the headnote includes infor-
mation that data are presented only when certain population-
size criteria (thresholds) are met. (For more information on
thresholds, see the ‘‘User Notes’’ section.)

The boxhead is under the heading. This portion of the
table, which contains the individual column heads or cap-
tions, describes the data in each vertical column. In the
boxhead of many tables, a spanner appears across and
above two or more column heads or across two or more
lower spanners. The purpose of a spanner is to classify or
qualify items below it or separate the table into identifiable
blocks in terms of major aspects of the data.

The stub is located at the left edge of the table. It
includes a listing of line or row captions or descriptions. At
the top of the stub is the stubhead. The stubhead is
considered to be an extension of the table title and usually
shows generic geographic area designations and restric-
tions.

In the stub, several features are used to help the user
better understand the contents of the table. Usually, a
block of data lines is preceded by a sidehead. The side-
head, similar to a spanner, describes and classifies the
stub entries following it. The use of indentation in a stub
indicates the relationship of one data line to another.
Indented data lines represent subcategories that in most
instances, sum to a total. Occasionally in tables, it is
desirable to show one or more single-line subcategories
that do not sum to the total. The unit of measure, such as
dollars, is shown when it is not clear from the general
wording of the data line.

The data field is that part of the table that contains the
data. It extends from the bottom of the boxhead to the
bottom of the table and from the right of the stub to the
right-hand edge of the page.

Both geographic and subject-matter terms appear in
tables. It is important to read the definitions of the terms
used in the tables because census terms often are defined
in special ways that reflect the manner in which the
questions were asked and the data were tabulated. Defi-
nitions of geographic terms are provided in appendix A.
Subject-matter terms are defined in appendix B.

Symbols and Geographic Abbreviations

The following symbols are used in the tables and
explanations of subjects covered in this report:

x A dash ‘‘-’’ represents zero or a percent that rounds to
less than 0.1.
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x Three dots ‘‘...’’ mean not applicable.

x (NA) means not available.

x The prefix ‘‘r’’ indicates that the count has been revised
since publication of 1980 reports or that the area was
erroneously omitted or not shown in the correct geo-
graphic relationship in the 1980 census reports. This
symbol appears only in the 1990 CPH-2, Population and
Housing Unit Counts reports.

x A dagger ‘‘†’’ next to the name of a geographic area
indicates that there has been a geographic change(s)
(for example, an annexation or detachment, a new
incorporation, or a name change) since the information
published for the 1980 census for that area. This symbol
appears only in the 1990 CPH-2, Population and Hous-
ing Unit Counts reports. The geographic change infor-
mation for the entities in a State is shown in the ‘‘User
Notes’’ section of 1990 CPH-2, Population and Housing
Unit Counts report, for that State. The information for all
States appears in the ‘‘User Notes’’ section of the
technical documentation for Summary Tape Files 1
and 3.

x A plus sign ‘‘+’’ or a minus sign ‘‘–’’ following a figure
denotes that the median falls in the initial or terminal
category of an open-ended distribution. (For more infor-
mation on medians, see the discussion under ‘‘Derived
Measures’’ in appendix B.)

x A minus sign ‘‘–’’ preceding a figure denotes decrease.

The following geographic abbreviations are used in the
tables and explanations of subjects covered in this report:

x A ‘‘(pt.)’’ next to the name of a geographic area in a
hierarchical presentation indicates that the geographic
entity is only partially located in the superior geographic
entity. For example, a ‘‘(pt.)’’ next to a place name in a
county subdivision-place hierarchy indicates that the
place is located in more than one county subdivision.
(Places also may be ‘‘split’’ by county, congressional
district, urban/rural, metropolitan area, voting district,
and other geographic boundaries, depending on the
presentation.) Other geographic entities also can be‘‘split’’
by a higher-level entity. The exception is a tabulation
block, which is unique within all geographic entities in
census products.

x BG is block group.

x BNA is block numbering area.

x CDP is census designated place.

x CMSA is consolidated metropolitan statistical area.

x MA is metropolitan area.

x MSA is metropolitan statistical area.

x PMSA is primary metropolitan statistical area.

x TDSA is tribal designated statistical area.

x TJSA is tribal jurisdiction statistical area.

x unorg. is unorganized territory.

x VTD is voting district.

Census tables often include derived measures such as
medians, means, percents, and ratios. More detailed infor-
mation about derived measures is provided in appendix B.

GRAPHICS

Charts, statistical maps, and other graphic summaries
are included in some 1990 census reports. If graphics are
shown in a report, they are presented immediately after the
‘‘User Notes’’ section.

USER NOTES

User notes include corrections, errata, and related explana-
tory information. This section appears directly before the
statistical tables in census reports unless graphics are
shown. It presents information about unique characteristics
of the report and changes or corrections made too late to
be reflected in the text or tables themselves.

CONTENTS OF THE APPENDIXES

Appendix A— Provides definitions of the types of geo-
graphic areas and related information used in census
reports.

Appendix B— Contains definitions for the subject-matter
items used in census reports, including explanations of
derived measures, limitations of the data, and comparabil-
ity with previous censuses. The subjects are listed alpha-
betically. In reports that contain both population and hous-
ing characteristics, the population characteristics are described
first, followed by the explanations of the housing subjects.

Appendix C— Provides information on confidentiality of
the data, allocations and substitutions, and sources of
errors in the data.

Appendix D— Explains the residence rules used in count-
ing the population and housing units, presents a brief
overview of data collection operations, and describes pro-
cessing procedures used to convert data from unedited
questionnaires to final 1990 publications and tapes. This
appendix also clarifies the procedures used to collect data
for persons abroad at the time of the census, where
persons on military bases or away at school were counted,
how data were collected for persons in institutions, and
which citizens of foreign countries were included in the
U.S. data.
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Appendix E— Presents a facsimile of the 1990 census
questionnaire pages and the respondent instructions used
to collect the data in this report.

Appendix F— Summarizes the 1990 census data products
program by describing the information available in printed
reports and in other sources, such as microfiche or com-
puter tape; and provides information on where to obtain
assistance.

Appendix G— Contains maps depicting the geographic
areas shown in this report.
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