
16	 U.S. Census Bureau

made it past their twentieth anni-
versary were also likeliest to have 
been married only once (53 percent 
of men and women). It may be 
more difficult to reach a twentieth 
anniversary if husbands and wives 
were previously married for any 
duration of time.

The characteristics of the house-
holders in currently married 
couples also distinguish those mar-
ried longest from the newlyweds.31 

31 In Table 4 the race, ethnicity, educa-
tional attainment, and labor force status are 
those of the householder. For about  
98 percent of married couples in this table, 
either the husband or the wife is also the 
householder. About 2 percent of married 
couples described in this table were subfami-
lies. Subfamilies include individuals who are 
living in another family members’ household. 
For married-couple subfamilies, the house-
holders’ characteristics on race, ethnicity, 
educational attainment, and labor force status 
are displayed in this table, rather than the 
characteristics of either the husband or the 
wife in such couples.

Looking at race and ethnicity, over 
half of White, non-Hispanic house-
holders in couples were married 
20 or more years. In contrast, 32 
percent of householders identifying 
as some other race were married 
20 or more years. Characteristics 
like educational attainment, labor 
force status, and homeownership 
differed by the duration of mar-
riage among couples because of 
the strong association of longer 
marriages with older ages. Overall, 
54 percent of those with less than 
a high school degree were married 
20 or more years. Among those 
not in the labor force (the category 
in which retirees are included), 71 
percent had been married 20 or 
more years. Over half of all  
homeowners had been married for 
20 or more years, while a little over 
one in ten homeowners had been 
married for less than 5 years.

Age-Controlled Durations of 
Current Marriages Across the 
United States

One way to distinguish the effects 
of age upon how long couples 
have been married is to control for 
age in analyses. By controlling for 
age, it is possible to clarify how 
the median duration of marriage is 
distinct from the age of the popula-
tion of women in each state. So, 
states with a greater proportion 
of older women residing in them 
will not necessarily have estimates 
of the longest marriages among 
women. For example, Florida has 
a high proportion of older women 
residing there relative to other 
states. The median duration of 
first marriages among women in 
Florida was significantly above 
the U.S. median before age adjust-
ments were performed. After 
performing age adjustments on 
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the data, the median duration of 
first marriages among women in 
Florida was significantly below the 
national median duration of first 
marriages.32

Figure 7 shows state-level varia-
tions in the age-adjusted median 
durations of first marriages for 
women. It presents whether women 
in each state had first marriages 
significantly longer, shorter, or not 
different from the national age-
adjusted median duration of wom-
en’s first marriages (20.8 years). 
In 2009, the middle of the country 
had durations of first marriages 
for women that were significantly 
longer than the U.S. median. Areas 
with marriages of significantly 

32 The age adjustments performed on 
the data account for different age distribu-
tions among women in each state in the 
United States. See the Appendix tables for the 
adjusted and nonadjusted durations of mar-
riage in each state.

longer durations stretched from 
Idaho and Utah in the west to the 
Carolinas in the East, and from the  
Northern Plains states to the Gulf 
Coast. Exceptions to this were the 
states of Illinois and Colorado, 
which were below the U.S. median. 
Maine also stood alone in the 
Northeast for being significantly 
above the U.S. median. Much of 
the West and East Coasts of the 
country were characterized by 
median durations of first mar-
riages among women that were 
not significantly different or were 
significantly below the U.S. median. 
Such regional differences may be 
associated with later ages at first 
marriage among women in these 
areas. For example, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New York, and New 

Jersey all had median ages at first 
marriage in 2009 that were among 
the highest in the country.33 The 
median durations of first marriages 
in these states were significantly 
shorter than the U.S. median (Fig-
ure 7). If women in particular states 
enter into first marriages at older 
ages, they will not be married as 
long as women in states where first 
marriages tend to occur at younger 
ages.

Figure 8 shows state-level varia-
tions in the median durations of 
second marriages among women, 
and whether the durations of 

33 Per ACS table R1205, in 2009, the high-
est median ages at first marriage for women 
included the District of Columbia (29.6;  
+/– 0.7), Rhode Island (29.0; +/– 0.6),  
Massachusetts (28.9; +/– 0.3), New York 
(28.6; +/– 0.3), and New Jersey (28.0; +/– 0.4) 
<http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet 
/GRTTable?_bm=y&-_box_head_nbr=R1205 
&-ds_name=ACS_2009_1YR_G00_&-_
lang=en&-format=US-30&-CONTEXT=grt>.
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second marriages are significantly 
different from the overall  
U.S. median. The findings from Fig-
ure 8 should be interpreted given 
two demographic phenomena: the 
later age at first marriage in some 
geographic regions and the pro-
pensity toward remarriage in other 
geographic regions. As was dis-
cussed for Figure 7, the Northeast 
tended to have women entering 
into first marriages at later ages, 
which was then associated with 
first marriages of shorter duration. 
As seen in Figure 8, New York,  
Vermont, Massachusetts,  
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
New Jersey also had median dura-
tions for second marriages for 
women below the U.S. median. 
Delays in first marriages in these 
states likely resulted in later second

 marriages, too. Individuals in the 
Northeast are also characterized by 
lower likelihoods of remarriage rel-
ative to other areas of the country, 
particularly the South.34 This could 
also contribute to a delay in second 
marriages and subsequent second 
marriages of shorter duration.

Figure 8 also reveals that states 
with longer durations of second 
marriages for women were also the 
same states where women marry at 
younger ages and are more likely to 
remarry. For example, 5 of the 13 
states where women had median 
durations of second marriages 
significantly above the U.S. median 
were among states with younger 
ages at first marriage for women in 
2009 (Idaho, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 

34 Elliott, Diana B. and Jamie M. Lewis. 
2010. “Embracing the Institution of Marriage: 
The Characteristics of Remarried  
Americans.” <www.census.gov/population 
/www/socdemo/marr-div/Remarriage.pdf>.

Kentucky, and Texas).35 So, states 
where women entered into first 
marriages at younger ages tended 
to be states where women remar-
ried at younger ages, resulting in 
second marriages of longer length.

SUMMARY

The addition of marital history 
questions on the ACS in 2008 
provides a new source for nation-
ally representative, annual, and 
geographically specific data about 
marriages and recent marital 
events. Given the wide array of 
other questions asked on the ACS, 
the detailed characteristics of those 
who experienced recent marital 
events can be examined, as well as 

35 See table R1205 <http://factfinder
.census.gov/servlet/GRTTable?_bm=y&-_box_
head_nbr=R1205&-ds_name=ACS_2009_1YR_
G00_&-_lang=en&-format=US-30&-
CONTEXT=grt>.

Technical Note About Age Adjustments in Figures 7 and 8

The age-adjusted durations of current marriages for women in first marriages were calculated through a 
series of steps: 

1. The analysis was restricted to women aged 15 and older who reported being in first marriages, with their 
ages recoded into a variable consisting of 5-year age groups. Their durations of marriage were measured in 
single-year durations, but were topcoded so those married 50 or more years were grouped into one upper 
limit category.

2. Then, the proportion of women in each 5-year age group was calculated by dividing the number of women 
in each age group by the total number of women 15 and older nationwide in first marriages. This step cre-
ated first marriage “age weights” to later apply to the medians.

3. Next, the number of women within each state, age group, and number of years married were tabulated 
for each of the 80 replicate weights in the data. This step created total weighted counts of the duration of 
women’s first marriages, in single years, for each age group in each state.

4. Then, percentages were calculated by dividing the weighted counts of durations of first marriages for each 
age group in each state by the total. These percentages were then multiplied by the previously calculated 
“age weights” to create age-adjusted percentages.

5. The age-adjusted percentages were then used to calculate medians, or the 50th percentile cut-point, for 
the overall durations of first marriages for women in each state, along with associated standard errors. Sta-
tistical tests were performed to determine if the age-adjusted medians for each state were significantly above 
or below the calculated national median duration of women’s first marriages.

6. This entire procedure was repeated for women in second marriages by restricting the initial analysis to 
women aged 15 and older who reported being in second marriages.
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the characteristics of those married 
for varying lengths of time.

Age is closely associated with 
recent marital events. Those 
recently married are more likely 
to be younger and to have been 
married for the shortest durations 
of time. Those who are older are 
more likely to have been widowed 
recently and, if married, to have 
been wed for the longest durations 
of time. People living in  
Northeastern states have lower 
marriage and divorce rates, and 
women of the Northeast have first 
and second marriages of shorter 
durations. Those in Southern states 
are more likely to have higher mar-
riage and divorce rates for men and 
women. Compared with 1970, men 
and women entered into their first 
marriages at later ages in 2009, 
and with more variation in the tim-
ing of first marriages in 2009, than 
was the case historically.

Recently divorced women are more 
likely to be living with their own 
children, to be receiving public 
assistance, to be living in poverty, 
and to have less household income 
compared with recently divorced 
men. Children living with a par-
ent who divorced in the last year 
constitute 1.5 percent of children 
nationwide and are more likely to 
be White alone, not Hispanic, living 
in the South, and living in a house-
hold in poverty.

Overall, the addition of the marital 
events questions on the ACS will be 
a great resource for policymakers, 
the media, academics, and the gen-
eral public to better understand the 
annual state of marriage, divorce, 
and widowhood in the United 
States.

SOURCE OF THE DATA 
AND ACCURACY OF THE 
ESTIMATES

The American Community 
Survey

Many of the findings presented 
in this report were based on the 
American Community Survey (ACS) 
data collected in 2009. These data 
were based on the population liv-
ing in either households or group 
quarters (which include correc-
tional facilities, nursing homes, 
college dormitories, group homes, 
and overnight shelters) that were 
included in the ACS sample. The 
U.S. Census Bureau is both the 
sponsor and the collector of the 
American Community Survey.

The 2009 ACS is based on a sample 
of just under 3 million housing unit 
addresses and a separate sample of 
just under 200 thousand people liv-
ing in group quarters. ACS figures 
are estimates based on this sample 
and approximate the actual figures 
that would have been obtained by 
interviewing the entire household 
and group quarters populations 
using the same methodology. The 
estimates from the 2009 ACS sam-
ple may also differ from estimates 
based on other survey samples of 
housing units and group quarters 
and the people living within those 
housing units and group quarters.

Historical figures comparing the 
ages at first marriage for men and 
women also use data collected 
in the Vital Statistics Registration 
system, published by the National 
Center for Health Statistics. For 
more information about the source 
and accuracy details about the Vital 
Statistics marriage-registration 
area, refer to the “Technical notes” 
section in the report, “National  
Center for Health Statistics. 
Advance report of final marriage 
statistics, 1988.” Monthly vital sta-
tistics report; vol. 40 no. 4, suppl.  

Hyattsville, Maryland: Public Health 
Service. 1991, also available online 
at <www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/mvsr 
/supp/mv40_04s.pdf>.

Sampling and 
Nonsampling Error

Sampling error occurs when the 
characteristics of a sample are mea-
sured instead of those of the entire 
population (as from a census). Note 
that sample-based estimates will 
vary depending on the particular 
sample selected from the popula-
tion, but all attempt to approximate 
the actual figures. Measures of the 
magnitude of sampling error reflect 
the variation in the estimates over 
all possible samples that could 
have been selected from the popu-
lation using the same sampling, 
data collection, and processing 
methods.

Estimates of the magnitude of 
sampling errors are provided in 
the form of margins of error for all 
key ACS estimates included in this 
report. The Census Bureau recom-
mends that data users incorporate 
this information into their analyses, 
as sampling error in survey esti-
mates could impact the conclusions 
drawn from the results. All com-
parative statements in this report 
have undergone statistical testing, 
and comparisons are significant 
at the 90 percent confidence level 
unless noted otherwise. This means 
the 90 percent confidence inter-
val for the difference between the 
estimates being compared does not 
include zero.

In addition to sampling error, non-
sampling errors may be introduced 
during any phase of data collection 
or processing. For example, opera-
tions such as editing, reviewing, 
or keying data from questionnaires 
may introduce error into the esti-
mates. The primary source of non-
sampling error and the processes 
instituted to control error in the 
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2009 ACS are described in further 
detail in the 2009 ACS Accuracy of 
the Data document (see Web link 
below).

Title 13, U.S. Code, Section 9, 
prohibits the Census Bureau from 
publishing results from which the 
identity of an individual survey 
respondent could be determined. 
For more information on how the 
Census Bureau protects the confi-
dentiality of data, see the 2009 ACS 
Accuracy of the Data document, 
available at  
<www.census.gov/acs/www 
/Downloads/data_documentation 
/Accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of 
_Data_2009.pdf>.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Further information from the 2009 
ACS is available on the  
Census Bureau’s Web site, at  
<www.census.gov/acs/www/>.

Measures of ACS quality—including 
sample size and number of inter-
views, response and nonresponse 
rates, coverage rates, and item 
allocation rates—are available at  
<www.census.gov/acs 
/www/methodology 
/methodology_main/>.

Additional working papers and 
information about marriage and 
divorce are available on the Census 
Bureau’s Web site at <www.census 
.gov/hhes/socdemo/marriage 
/index.html>.

CONTACT

Contact U.S. Census Bureau  
Customer Services Center at 
1-800-923-8282 (toll free) or visit 
<ask.census.gov> for further 
information.

SUGGESTED CITATION

Elliott, Diana B. and Tavia Simmons. 
2011. Marital Events of Americans: 
2009, American Community 
Survey Reports, ACS-13. 
U.S. Census Bureau,  
Washington, DC.
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Appendix Table 1. 
Standard Errors for Table 2: Characteristics of Those Married, Divorced, and Widowed in 
the Last 12 Months by Sex: 2009—Con.
(For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Characteristic
Total

Total Married Divorced Widowed

Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

        Population 15 years and over . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,222 15,826 16,576 16,397 14,843 10,062 10,997 5,507 10,353

Age
15 to 24 years. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.02 0.01 0.30 0.36 0.20 0.25 0.13 0.06
25 to 34 years. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.35 0.35 0.44 0.44 0.19 0.14
35 to 44 years. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.30 0.28 0.47 0.40 0.31 0.17
45 to 54 years. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.22 0.20 0.42 0.37 0.35 0.26
55 to 64 years. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  – 0.01 0.01 0.14 0.14 0.26 0.24 0.48 0.34
65 years and over . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  – 0.01 0.01 0.06 0.06 0.19 0.15 0.67 0.44

Race and Hispanic Origin
One race. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.02 0.02 0.11 0.11 0.16 0.14 0.14 0.10
  White. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.02 0.31 0.28 0.42 0.37 0.50 0.40
  Black or African American. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.23 0.20 0.35 0.27 0.41 0.32
  American Indian and Alaska Native. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.06 0.06 0.08 0.08 0.11 0.09
  Asian. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.15 0.13 0.15 0.17 0.29 0.22
  Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander. .  .  .  .  .  .  – – – 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.03 0.07 0.04
  Some other race . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.02 0.19 0.16 0.23 0.16 0.25 0.14
Two or more races. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.02 0.02 0.11 0.11 0.16 0.14 0.14 0.10
Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  – 0.01 – 0.27 0.28 0.35 0.40 0.46 0.27
White alone, not Hispanic or Latino. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.37 0.35 0.50 0.45 0.57 0.40

Nativity
Native born . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.03 0.03 0.25 0.23 0.34 0.29 0.48 0.33
Foreign born . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.03 0.03 0.25 0.23 0.34 0.29 0.48 0.33

Educational Attainment
        Population 25 years and over . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44,400 25,796 23,058 13,838 11,563 9,583 10,777 5,409 10,311
Less than high school. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.04 0.04 0.23 0.27 0.30 0.27 0.56 0.40
High school graduate. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.05 0.05 0.33 0.36 0.44 0.43 0.68 0.41
Some college. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.05 0.05 0.32 0.41 0.52 0.45 0.54 0.42
Bachelor’s degree. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.04 0.04 0.24 0.33 0.37 0.32 0.49 0.27
Graduate or professional degree. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.03 0.03 0.20 0.26 0.26 0.26 0.34 0.20

Number of Times Married
        Ever married population 15 years  

        and over. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  112,431 67,212 56,815 16,397 14,843 10,062 10,997 5,507 10,353
Once. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.05 0.04 0.36 0.34 0.52 0.42 0.67 0.43
Twice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.05 0.04 0.32 0.29 0.47 0.36 0.58 0.41
Three or more times . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.02 0.02 0.18 0.18 0.28 0.28 0.35 0.20

        Population 15 years and over living  
        in households. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,290 27,144 26,399 16,570 14,793 10,053 10,847 5,339 10,257

Family Status
Living with own children under 181 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.05 0.03 0.35 0.33 0.43 0.43 0.41 0.24
Has an unmarried partner 2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.02 0.04 0.05 0.37 0.32 0.21 0.11
Living in a multigenerational household . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.03 0.04 0.20 0.19 0.21 0.32 0.36 0.27

Public Assistance in the Past 12 Months
Living in households with Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI), cash public assistance income, or 
Food Stamp benefits. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.04 0.05 0.28 0.24 0.31 0.41 0.50 0.36

Household Income in the Past 12 Months
Less than $25,000. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.04 0.04 0.25 0.27 0.42 0.37 0.73 0.45
$25,000 to $49,999. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.05 0.05 0.05 0.33 0.33 0.47 0.46 0.58 0.40
$50,000 to $74,999. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.04 0.04 0.26 0.26 0.46 0.34 0.52 0.27
$75,000 and over. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.05 0.06 0.05 0.31 0.34 0.52 0.43 0.63 0.34
  See footnotes at end of table.
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Appendix Table 1. 
Standard Errors for Table 2: Characteristics of Those Married, Divorced, and Widowed in 
the Last 12 Months by Sex: 2009—Con.
(For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Characteristic
Total

Total Married Divorced Widowed

Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Labor Force Status
        Civilian population 16 years and over. .  .  .  27,146 21,265 18,927 15,997 14,709 9,670 10,672 5,411 10,325
In labor force. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.04 0.04 0.22 0.25 0.34 0.37 0.61 0.37
  Employed. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.04 0.04 0.25 0.29 0.49 0.41 0.61 0.35
  Unemployed. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.02 0.20 0.19 0.33 0.24 0.27 0.16
Not in labor force. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 0.04 0.04 0.22 0.25 0.34 0.37 0.61 0.37

Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months
        Population 15 years and over for whom  

         poverty status is determined. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,777 22,291 21,953 16,674 14,818 10,084 10,880 5,341 10,198
Income in the past 12 months below  

poverty level . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.04 0.04 0.25 0.24 0.32 0.42 0.45 0.34
Income in the past 12 months at or above  

poverty level . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.04 0.04 0.04 0.25 0.24 0.32 0.42 0.45 0.34

Veteran Status
        Civilian population 18 years and over. .  .  .  22,471 17,873 14,890 16,120 14,880 9,669 10,677 5,411 10,309
Veterans . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.01 0.22 0.09 0.39 0.13 0.85 0.12

Disability Status 
        Civilian noninstitutionalized population  

        15 years and over. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24,459 20,361 19,621 16,268 14,840 9,631 10,658 5,343 10,208
With any disability. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.03 0.17 0.15 0.36 0.31 0.71 0.45

        Population 15 years and over living in  
        occupied housing units. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,290 27,144 26,399 16,570 14,793 10,053 10,847 5,339 10,257

Housing Tenure
In owner-occupied housing units. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.09 0.10 0.08 0.33 0.34 0.50 0.45 0.57 0.47
In renter-occupied housing units. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.09 0.10 0.08 0.33 0.34 0.50 0.45 0.57 0.47

Units in Structure
In 1-unit structures. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.05 0.07 0.05 0.36 0.37 0.50 0.50 0.67 0.48
In 2-or-more-unit structures. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.05 0.06 0.05 0.34 0.33 0.48 0.44 0.60 0.41
In mobile homes and all other types of units. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.03 0.03 0.20 0.20 0.27 0.29 0.42 0.20

– Represents or rounds to zero.
1 Includes children in subfamilies.
2 Includes people who are either the householder or the unmarried partner of the householder.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009. 
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Appendix Table 2. 
Standard Errors for Table 4: Characteristics of Opposite-Sex Married People by the 
Duration of Their Current Marriage: 2009
(For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Characteristic

Duration of marriage Duration of marriage

Total
Under 5 

years
5 to 9 
years

10 to 19 
years

20 or 
more 
years Total

Under 5 
years

5 to 9 
years

10 to 19 
years

20 or 
more 
years

        Total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  93,113 33,417 31,012 36,131 45,673 (X) 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06
Husband’s median age. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.05 0.04 0.03 0.02 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
Wife’s median age. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.02 0.04 0.04 0.02 0.02 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Number of Times Husband Was 
Married

Once. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  83,043 29,478 25,288 28,488 43,264 (X) 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07
Twice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31,520 14,674 12,666 17,857 16,673 (X) 0.12 0.10 0.14 0.13
Three or more times . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13,953 8,631 7,235 8,519 7,024 (X) 0.26 0.22 0.24 0.27

Number of Times Wife Was  
Married

Once. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84,401 30,112 26,515 27,291 42,788 (X) 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06
Twice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31,580 13,019 13,045 16,858 16,626 (X) 0.11 0.11 0.13 0.11
Three or more times . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14,258 6,777 6,574 8,584 6,663 (X) 0.23 0.22 0.27 0.24

Race and Hispanic Origin of 
Householder

  White. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70,675 28,342 26,460 28,817 39,167 (X) 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07
  Black or African American. .  .  .  .  .  19,021 8,719 9,023 10,356 11,421 (X) 0.21 0.22 0.23 0.24
  American Indian and  

  Alaska Native. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,318 2,512 2,478 2,594 3,139 (X) 0.68 0.71 0.71 0.79
  Asian. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11,416 5,905 6,776 8,192 7,048 (X) 0.19 0.23 0.26 0.24
  Native Hawaiian and Other  

  Pacific Islander . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,319 1,329 1,337 1,341 1,337 (X) 1.68 1.76 1.74 1.60
  Some other race . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16,435 7,704 5,868 8,231 7,617 (X) 0.33 0.28 0.29 0.32
Two or more races. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,412 3,622 3,576 4,855 4,931 (X) 0.40 0.41 0.50 0.54
Hispanic or Latino origin  

(of any race) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24,529 11,117 10,457 13,571 13,581 (X) 0.15 0.14 0.17 0.17
White alone, not Hispanic or  

Latino . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59,237 24,893 22,431 25,131 36,578 (X) 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07

Household Economic  
Characteristics

Household below poverty level . .  .  .  16,561 8,533 8,157 8,235 8,385 (X) 0.27 0.24 0.24 0.24
Household receives public  

assistance1 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22,114 10,120 8,106 9,936 12,051 (X) 0.20 0.16 0.18 0.19

Educational Attainment of 
Householder

Less than high school. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,720 9,331 8,205 11,275 15,284 (X) 0.14 0.13 0.15 0.18
High school graduate. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36,684 14,289 14,480 16,294 24,294 (X) 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.12
Some college. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42,601 15,705 15,550 20,092 26,197 (X) 0.08 0.09 0.10 0.10
Bachelor’s degree or more . .  .  .  .  .  .  53,113 19,118 17,854 21,234 27,384 (X) 0.08 0.08 0.09 0.10

Householder Labor Force Status
In labor force. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84,362 31,914 27,964 32,232 37,281 (X) 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.07
  Employed. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  83,656 30,118 27,768 32,629 37,414 (X) 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.07
  Unemployed. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14,095 7,172 5,882 7,743 8,010 (X) 0.28 0.23 0.27 0.27
Not in labor force. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32,288 10,535 11,346 16,400 24,673 (X) 0.06 0.07 0.10 0.11

Tenure
Owned home. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  91,840 24,647 27,033 32,989 46,036 (X) 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.06
Rented home. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33,718 17,583 15,457 18,038 16,137 (X) 0.15 0.13 0.15 0.13

(X) Not applicable.
1 Includes households with Supplemental Security Income (SSI), cash public assistance income, or Food Stamp benefits.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009.
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Appendix Table 3. 
Data for Figures 7 and 8: Adjusted and Nonadjusted Median Ages and Standard Errors (SE) 
for Women in Their First and Second Marriages, by State: 2009
(For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs/www/)

State

First marriages Second marriages

Age adjusted Not age adjusted Age adjusted Not age adjusted

Median SE Median SE Median SE Median SE

        United States. .  .  .  .  .  20.8 0.02 20.7 0.03 14.5 0.04 14.5 0.04

Alabama . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.4 0.15 22.4 0.28 15.2 0.29 14.0 0.31
Alaska. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.9 0.30 18.6 0.48 14.1 0.84 12.4 0.71
Arizona . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.6 0.16 19.3 0.21 14.1 0.29 15.3 0.34
Arkansas. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.0 0.26 22.4 0.49 15.4 0.35 13.9 0.44
California. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.8 0.06 18.6 0.09 14.1 0.13 14.6 0.17
Colorado . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.3 0.14 18.4 0.21 15.0 0.33 14.8 0.36
Connecticut. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.8 0.15 21.7 0.20 13.6 0.24 14.4 0.40
Delaware. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.9 0.30 21.7 0.51 14.9 0.63 16.0 0.55
District of Columbia. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12.8 0.70 12.3 0.77 10.0 0.62 10.3 0.88
Florida. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.9 0.09 22.0 0.13 14.3 0.14 15.2 0.16

Georgia. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.7 0.11 18.5 0.19 14.7 0.16 13.6 0.21
Hawaii . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.2 0.22 20.0 0.40 13.5 0.56 13.8 0.69
Idaho. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.0 0.32 19.3 0.35 15.8 0.68 14.7 0.66
Illinois. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.5 0.09 20.9 0.13 14.6 0.15 14.7 0.16
Indiana. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.4 0.14 22.2 0.25 15.0 0.29 14.6 0.32
Iowa. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.6 0.18 25.1 0.27 14.4 0.36 14.3 0.43
Kansas. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.2 0.16 22.2 0.34 15.4 0.27 14.9 0.36
Kentucky . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.8 0.15 22.4 0.24 15.2 0.24 13.8 0.32
Louisiana. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.0 0.18 22.0 0.27 15.1 0.30 13.9 0.36
Maine. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.7 0.24 25.4 0.35 14.4 0.44 15.7 0.55

Maryland. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.5 0.12 19.7 0.20 13.6 0.30 14.6 0.42
Massachusetts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.5 0.10 21.2 0.17 13.1 0.32 14.3 0.32
Michigan . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.2 0.10 22.6 0.17 14.6 0.16 15.4 0.20
Minnesota. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.2 0.11 22.6 0.17 13.8 0.19 14.1 0.31
Mississippi. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.5 0.23 22.4 0.36 15.1 0.47 13.5 0.53
Missouri. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.0 0.18 22.2 0.27 15.0 0.25 14.9 0.29
Montana. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.7 0.27 24.2 0.60 14.6 0.54 15.4 0.57
Nebraska. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.9 0.22 23.5 0.33 14.8 0.37 14.6 0.44
Nevada . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.9 0.22 17.5 0.35 13.5 0.44 12.9 0.54
New Hampshire. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.0 0.22 22.7 0.36 14.2 0.52 14.7 0.51

New Jersey. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.6 0.08 20.9 0.13 13.5 0.23 14.0 0.28
New Mexico. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.7 0.20 20.1 0.32 14.7 0.39 15.5 0.72
New York. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19.4 0.07 21.0 0.12 13.5 0.17 13.9 0.21
North Carolina. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.2 0.12 20.2 0.20 14.5 0.23 14.5 0.26
North Dakota. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.6 0.23 25.0 0.46 14.5 0.50 14.2 0.54
Ohio. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.6 0.10 23.0 0.16 14.5 0.18 14.7 0.21
Oklahoma . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.3 0.19 21.8 0.34 15.8 0.27 14.5 0.33
Oregon. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.9 0.16 20.6 0.24 15.0 0.29 16.3 0.40
Pennsylvania. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.9 0.08 23.9 0.12 14.2 0.22 15.1 0.26
Rhode Island. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.1 0.29 22.6 0.56 13.1 0.54 13.6 0.43

South Carolina. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.4 0.21 22.5 0.29 14.6 0.31 14.7 0.37
South Dakota. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.5 0.38 24.4 0.52 14.5 0.83 14.8 0.96
Tennessee. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.1 0.14 21.6 0.21 15.4 0.23 14.5 0.29
Texas. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.4 0.08 18.2 0.11 15.2 0.13 13.9 0.19
Utah. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.6 0.20 17.5 0.28 14.8 0.40 12.2 0.65
Vermont. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.3 0.24 23.2 0.44 13.2 0.68 15.0 0.84
Virginia. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.5 0.11 20.2 0.16 14.5 0.24 14.1 0.25
Washington. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20.7 0.12 19.3 0.18 15.5 0.25 16.0 0.31
West Virginia. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.0 0.30 25.3 0.41 15.0 0.39 14.4 0.42
Wisconsin . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21.6 0.11 23.7 0.15 13.7 0.25 14.1 0.30
Wyoming. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.7 0.31 22.4 0.71 15.2 1.14 14.0 1.32

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009.
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