





Table 1.

Percent Never Married for Women by Age, Race, and Hispanic Origin,?*
for Selected Years: 1986 to 2009

Year 251029 30 to 34 3510 39 40 to 44 45 to 49 50 to 54 55
years years years years years years and over

TOTAL
1986. . ... 26.9 14.0 10.0 5.3 4.9 3.5 4.8
1996. . .. 35.3 18.7 141 9.8 7.3 55 41
2001, ... 37.3 21.7 15.6 121 8.9 7.3 4.0
2004. ... 41.3 22.3 16.2 13.0 10.8 8.5 5.1
2009. ... 46.8 26.7 17.3 141 12.0 10.1 5.8
WHITE
1986. . ... 23.8 11.2 8.2 4.3 4.1 3.0 4.9
1996. . . ... 30.8 14.8 11.2 7.7 6.0 4.6 3.8
2001, ... 33.1 16.6 12.7 9.1 6.9 6.3 3.4
2004. ... 36.7 18.2 125 10.4 8.3 7.3 4.5
2009. ... 41.6 22.6 13.8 11.2 9.7 8.2 5.0
WHITE, NON-HISPANIC
1986. . ... 24.0 11.3 8.2 3.8 4.2 2.6 4.8
1996. . . ... 31.1 14.3 10.9 7.7 5.9 4.6 3.6
2001, ... 34.1 171 12.3 9.0 7.1 5.9 3.1
2004. ... 38.3 18.6 12.3 9.9 8.4 7.4 4.4
2009. ... 43.3 22.0 13.5 10.3 9.4 7.8 4.7
BLACK
1986. . ... 44.3 34.8 23.9 13.3 12.7 6.3 3.5
1996. . . ... 57.7 39.4 33.6 25.0 15.9 11.7 6.6
2001, ... 59.4 49.5 34.0 31.3 23.9 16.3 9.4
2004. ... e 66.3 47.0 39.0 30.3 28.5 18.0 10.9
2009. ... 70.5 53.6 39.2 33.1 285 245 13.0
ASIAN
1986. . ... 29.3 16.4 3.9 - - 5.6 9.7
1996. . ... 415 18.4 4.6 3.1 7.8 7.9 5.7
2001, ... 38.6 17.4 7.9 10.3 5.6 2.8 5.0
2004. ... 39.0 25.7 19.7 16.2 8.4 9.8 4.4
2009. ... 51.6 11.8 10.2 5.9 7.5 5.8 4.8
HISPANIC
1986. . .. 23.8 14.8 8.7 12.8 15 8.1 8.9
1996. . ... 30.5 19.5 13.3 9.0 8.9 7.5 7.2
2001, ... 28.0 15.9 15.1 11.8 4.8 11.7 8.0
2004. ... .. 32.0 16.7 14.7 16.3 8.6 6.6 6.7
2009. ... 36.8 27.2 151 15.2 12.9 11.8 8.9

— Represents or rounds to zero.

" Race and Hispanic origin were collected differently in earlier years compared with 2004 and 2009. In 2004 and later, respondents could mark all race groups
they chose, while in earlier years they had to choose just one group. In 1986, 1996, and 2001, Asian includes Pacific Islanders, while in 2004 and 2009 it does not.
In 2004 and 2009, Black, White, and Asian include those who marked only the category indicated.

Note: A small percentage of all women in 1986 were missing on marital status (.07 percent of all women).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 1986, 1996, 2001, 2004, and 2008 Panels, Wave 2 Topical Module.
For information on sampling and nonsampling error, see <www.census.gov/sipp/source.html>.

Figures 1a and 1b).® For example,
71 percent of Black women aged

6 Because Hispanics may be any race, data
in this report for Hispanics overlap with data
for the White, Black, Asian, and all remaining
races and combinations populations. Based
on the population 15 years and over in SIPP
2008 Wave 2, 16 percent of the White popula-
tion, 6 percent of the Black population, 2 per-
cent of the Asian population, and 16 percent
of all remaining races and combinations were
of Hispanic origin.

25 to 29 had never married,
compared with 43 percent of non-
Hispanic White women in 2009.
Corresponding percentages for
never-married women aged 55 and
over in 2009 were 5 percent for
non-Hispanic White women and 13
percent for Black women. Similar
to 2009, a higher proportion of

Black women had never married
than non-Hispanic White women at
all age groups in 1986 except the
proportion never married for those
aged 55 and over.

While the percentage of Black
women who had never married
was considerably higher than for
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Table 6.
Marital History for People 15 Years Old and Over by Age and Sex: 2009

Total, 70
Characteristic 15yearsandover | q5t5| 18to| 20to| 25to| 30to| 35to| 40to| 50to| 60to| years
Margin 17 19 24 29 34 39 49 59 69 and
Estimate |of error' | years| years| years| years| years| years| years| years| years over
MALE
Total (in thousands) ........ 115,797 1,024 6,559| 4,311 10,152 10,567 | 9,518 | 9,995 | 21,504 | 19,568 | 12,774 | 10,849
Percent
Never married .............. 33.0 0.6 98.3 97.5 87.5 59.7 35.6 23.5 16.4 10.8 4.6 3.4
Evermarried . .............. 67.0 0.6 1.7 25 12.5 40.3 64.4 76.5 83.6 89.2 95.4 96.6
Marriedonce. .............. 52.3 0.6 1.5 2.5 12.5 38.8 59.4 66.9 65.8 63.4 64.8 72.3
Still married®. ............. 42.5 0.6 1.0 1.8 11.2 34.2 52.2 56.1 52.2 50.4 53.5 54.0
Married twice .............. 11.6 0.4 0.2 - - 1.5 4.8 8.7 14.8 20.0 22.1 18.9
Still married®. ............. 9.0 0.4 0.1 - - 1.3 4.0 7.4 1.3 15.5 17.5 13.2
Married 3 or more times.. . . ... 3.1 0.2 - — - 0.1 0.2 1.0 3.0 5.8 8.5 54
Still married?. . ............ 2.3 0.2 - - - 0.1 0.2 0.8 2.2 4.3 6.5 3.8
Everdivorced. . ............. 20.5 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.8 5.0 10.5 17.9 28.5 35.7 36.5 23.4
Currently divorced .......... 9.1 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.7 3.7 6.2 9.5 14.2 15.5 12.4 7.2
Ever widowed .............. 3.6 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.5 1.3 2.5 6.4 22.6
Currently widowed .......... 2.6 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.9 1.6 3.9 17.4
FEMALE
Total (in thousands) ........ 123,272 1,022 6,259| 4,219| 10,158 | 10,408 | 9,645| 10,267 | 22,119 | 20,702 | 14,288 | 15,207
Percent
Nevermarried .. ............ 27.2 0.5 98.9 95.5 77.3 46.8 26.7 17.3 13.0 9.1 6.0 4.3
Evermarried ............... 72.8 0.5 1.1 4.5 22.7 53.2 73.3 82.7 87.0 90.9 94.0 95.7
Marriedonce. . ............. 57.5 0.6 1.1 4.5 22.4 50.8 64.5 69.3 67.4 65.5 67.7 76.1
Still married?. . ............ 40.6 0.6 0.5 3.9 19.7 43.2 54.5 55.8 51.6 475 45.7 30.1
Married twice .............. 12.1 0.4 0.1 - 0.3 2.3 8.0 11.6 15.8 19.5 20.1 15.2
Still married®. ............. 7.9 0.3 1.0 - 0.2 2.0 6.9 9.1 1.3 13.4 13.2 5.2
Married 3 or more times. . . ... 3.2 0.2 - — - - 0.8 1.9 3.8 5.9 6.2 4.4
Still married?. ............ . 1.9 0.2 - - - - 0.7 14 2.5 41 3.6 1.4
Everdivorced. .............. 22.4 0.5 0.2 0.2 1.8 7.3 15.6 22.7 31.0 37.3 34.5 21.4
Currently divorced .......... 11.3 0.4 0.1 0.2 15 5.3 8.1 11.8 16.4 18.6 16.0 9.9
Ever widowed .............. 10.0 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.6 14 2.6 6.5 17.0 51.2
Currently widowed . ......... 8.9 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.8 1.8 4.9 13.9 48.3

— Represents or rounds to zero.
' This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, provides the 90 percent confidence interval.
2 Includes those currently separated.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module. For information on sampling and
nonsampling error, see <www.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A08_W1toW3(S&A-12).pdf>.
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Table 7.

Median Age at Marital Event for People 15 Years and Over by Sex, Race, and

Hispanic Origin: 2009

(Median age in years for those who experienced the specified event. Numbers in thousands)

White alone
Characteristic _ | Al remaining o
Non- Black Asian races and Hispanic
Total Total Hispanic alone alone | combinations (any race)
MEN
Total........cvvvnvvinnnnns 43.3 44.2 46.0 39.3 40.3 37.3 35.6
First Marriage

Age whenmarried............. 24.5 243 24.2 26.1 27.8 23.9 24.6
Age when separated' .......... 30.8 30.6 30.6 32.4 34.6 30.4 30.3
Age whendivorced ............ 32.0 31.8 31.8 33.9 354 31.3 31.8
Age when widowed .. .......... 61.1 62.1 62.7 54.3 58.8 61.9 49.4

Second Marriage
Agewhenmarried............. 35.8 35.6 35.6 37.6 37.6 35.1 35.3
Age when separated' .......... 39.0 39.0 38.9 40.3 (B) 37.4 39.5
Age when divorced . ........... 42.0 421 42.2 41.9 (B) 41.8 40.3
Age when widowed . ........... 61.4 61.4 61.3 63.2 (B) (B) (B)

WOMEN
Total........ovvvevvnnnnnns 45.0 45.9 47.5 41.2 41.0 39.5 37.3
First Marriage

Age whenmarried............. 22.3 221 22.0 23.3 25.3 21.6 22.5
Age when separated' .......... 28.8 28.7 28.7 29.5 30.9 27.6 28.6
Age whendivorced . ........... 30.1 29.8 29.8 31.3 32.2 28.9 29.9
Age when widowed . ........... 59.4 60.7 61.2 54.1 57.5 46.6 53.8

Second Marriage
Age whenmarried. . ........... 33.3 33.0 33.0 35.5 36.3 32.2 32.8
Age when separated' .......... 36.4 36.1 36.2 39.3 (B) 35.5 36.3
Age when divorced ............ 39.3 39.1 39.1 41.2 (B) 37.8 40.2
Age when widowed . .. ......... 60.3 60.9 61.1 59.2 (B) 52.5 58.6

B Base less than 75,000. Median not calculated.

' For those who divorced.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module. For information on sampling and
nonsampling error, see <www.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A08_W1toW3(S&A-12).pdf>.

Duration of Current Marriages:
2009

While previous sections examined
the intervals between different
marital events among people
who had experienced a marital
disruption by 2009, this section
looks at the duration of the most
recent marriage for couples

who were currently married at
the time of the survey in 2009.

Table 9 shows the number and
percentage of married couples in
2009 who had reached various
anniversaries. In 2009, 83 percent
of all currently married couples
had achieved at least their fifth
anniversary, 55 percent had been
married at least 15 years, and

35 percent had reached their
twenty-fifth anniversary. A small
percentage of currently married

couples had passed their golden
(fiftieth) wedding anniversary—
6 percent. These percentages are
only 1 to 2 percentage points
higher than they were in 1996,
reflecting both the leveling of
divorce rates and the increases
in life expectancy.'®

18 See Table 7 in the P70-80 report for
1996 estimates. The report is available on the
Census Bureau Web site at <www.census.gov
/prod/2002pubs/p70-80.pdf>.
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Table 11.
Characteristics of People 15 Years and Over With a Marital Event During 2008
(Data include first and higher order events. Numbers in thousands)

Men Women
Characteristic With a marital event during 2008 With a marital event during 2008
at time of interview Mar- | Separa- Widow- Mar- | Separa- Widow-
Total riage tion | Divorce hood Total riage tion | Divorce hood
Total ...oovi i s 115,797 | 2,398 815 792 401 | 123,272 | 2,392 870 942 694
PERCENT . ... s 100.0( 100.0( 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0( 100.0( 100.0| 100.0| 100.0
RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN
Whitealone .. .......... ... ... .. L. 81.8 82.1 81.2 82.9 82.6 80.1 82.4 79.4 82.7 83.9
Non-Hispanic. .. ...................... 68.4 64.0 68.3 69.3 74.7 68.2 65.7 67.4 68.9 771
Blackalone ......... ... ... ... ... ... 11.2 11.2 14.2 13.1 13.3 12.8 9.2 14.9 12.7 10.2
Asianalone . ........... ... .. .. 3.8 3.0 1.3 1.2 3.2 4.0 3.8 1.0 1.5 3.7
Hispanic (anyrace) ...................... 14.8 20.9 14.2 14.0 7.9 13.1 19.1 13.7 14.6 6.7
AGE
15t024years ... 18.2 18.6 7.6 5.8 4.5 16.7 25.3 14.6 9.9 1.7
25t034vyears . ... 17.3 43.2 22.5 23.6 2.1 16.3 41.7 29.3 30.7 1.3
35toddyears ... 17.6 18.5 32.9 31.0 4.1 16.9 16.1 28.9 29.0 4.2
45t054years . ... 18.7 111 24.7 27.5 8.9 18.3 10.1 19.0 20.5 8.8
55toB4years ...........iiiiiiii. 14.2 5.4 8.4 71 15.0 14.4 4.8 7.9 9.1 19.2
65yearsandover .............. ... 14.0 3.3 3.8 5.0 65.4 17.4 1.9 0.4 0.8 64.8
Median age (inyears) .................... 43.3 31.4 41.5 41.8 71.8 45.0 29.5 37.0 37.4 72.0
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Less than highschool . ................... 171 13.4 12.9 9.3 19.0 15.5 10.3 10.8 8.3 18.3
High school graduate. ... ................. 26.2 27.8 32.2 28.7 31.2 25.7 21.8 27.9 25.7 38.9
Somecollege. ... 31.7 31.2 30.5 36.7 25.5 33.9 36.9 38.1 40.4 28.7
Bachelor's degreeormore . ............... 25.0 27.6 24.4 25.3 24.2 24.9 31.0 23.3 25.6 141
EMPLOYMENT STATUS'
Worked full-time lastmonth. .. ............. 53.9 72.4 70.2 741 19.2 39.3 50.5 56.4 57.2 12.7
Worked part-time lastmonth. . ............. 11.2 9.3 5.5 6.3 5.4 16.1 16.0 12.4 15.1 8.8
Did notwork lastmonth. .................. 34.8 18.3 244 19.6 75.4 44.6 33.5 31.2 27.7 78.5
POVERTY LEVEL
Below poverty level ...................... 10.5 10.4 12.7 12.0 10.7 125 11.0 25.5 24.3 14.0
100-199 percent of poverty level. .. ......... 17.3 18.0 17.9 16.2 22.6 19.6 17.0 241 221 36.0
200+ percent of poverty level . ............. 70.3 70.8 63.2 66.1 66.1 65.9 71.2 46.7 50.4 49.4
Income notreported .......... ... ... . ... 1.9 0.8 6.2 5.7 0.5 2.0 0.8 3.8 3.2 0.6
HOUSEHOLD RECEIVES
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
Cashassistance ........................ 7.0 5.6 5.7 6.7 7.3 7.9 5.8 9.6 10.0 7.5
Noncash assistance?. ... ................. 252 29.8 30.3 26.0 19.2 29.3 30.6 455 49.6 20.5
TENURE
Ownshome...............cooiiien... 70.5 51.3 55.5 55.0 82.3 69.9 50.4 48.4 53.3 78.3
Rentshome® . ......... ... ... ... ... ... 29.5 48.7 44.6 45.0 17.7 30.2 49.6 51.6 46.7 21.7
FAMILY STATUS*
Not living with own children under 18 .. ... ... 75.6 69.8 78.8 75.5 96.3 69.9 60.6 45.9 47.8 96.8
Currently living with own children under 18. . .. 24.4 30.2 21.2 245 3.7 30.1 39.4 54.1 52.2 3.2
Currently living with own children 1-17 .. . .. 23.3 251 20.8 23.7 3.7 28.8 34.6 52.3 49.0 3.2
Currently living with own children under 1. . . 2.5 8.0 0.8 1.3 - 2.8 8.8 4.6 5.7 -

— Represents or rounds to zero.

' Full-time includes those who usually work 35 or more hours per week; part-time includes those who usually work 1-34 hours per week; those who did not
work last month include individuals who were unemployed or were not in the labor force.

2 Noncash benefits include food stamps, Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), Medicaid, rent for public housing, lower rent due to government subsidy, energy
assistance, and free or reduced-price lunches or breakfasts.

3 Those who occupy without cash payment are included with renters.
4 For the purposes of this table only, “own children” refers to biological or adopted children. The table excludes stepchildren.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module. For information on sampling and
nonsampling error, see <www.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A08_W1toW3(S&A-12).pdf>.
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