A UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

PUBLICATION

CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS

Population Characteristics

Series P-20, No. 201

May 21, 1870 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE /Bureau of the Census

CHARACTERISTICS OF MEN WITH COLLEGE DEGREES: 1967

Figure 1.--Percent of Male College Graduates With Earnings in 1966 of
$15,000 or More, by Field of Highest Degree: March 1967

Percent
50

ealt
professions commerce

Field of highest degree




BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

GEORGE HAY BROWN, Director

ROBERT F. DRURY, Deputy Director
CONRAD TAEUBER, Associate Director

Population Division

HERMAN P. MILLER, Chief

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This report was prepared by Jerry T. Jennings and Charles E,.
Johnson, Jr.,statistician and Chief, respectively, of the Education and Social
Stratification Branch. Statistical assistance was provided by Edna M.
Stoddard. Important contributions in the preparation of the report were made
by Ritchie H. Reed. This report was completed under the general direction
of Paul C. Glick, Assistant Chief (Demographic and Social Statistics Pro-
grams), Population Division.

SUGGESTED CITATION

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20,
No. 201, *Characteristics of Men With College Degrees: 1947”
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1970.

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, 35 cents.
Current Population Reports issued in Series P-20, P-23, P-25, P-26, P-27, P-28 (summaries only), P-60, and P-65 are
sold as a single consolidated subscription at $8.50 per year, $2.50 additional for foreign mailing.



CONTENTS

Earnings. . . . . . ..
Field of study . . . . . . . . . . e
Occupation . . . . . . . . ..
Migration . . . . . . 0. .
Age and marital status . . . . . . ... P
College characteristics and year receiveddegree . . . . .. ... .. ..... ... ..............
Procedures. . . . . . . . . e
Related reports . . . . . . . . . e
Definitions and explanations. . . . . . . . . .. ..
Source and reliability of the estimates. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. ...

TEXT TABLES
Table
A.--Earnings--Male college graduates with earnings in 1966, by rank of college: March 1967. . . .
B.--Median earnings--Male college graduates with earnings in 1966, by field of specialization:
March 1967 . . . . . .
C.--Detailed field of highest degree--Male college graduates: March 1967 . .. ... ....... ...
D.--Percent worked in field of highest degree during first year after receiving degree--Male
college graduates, by field of highest degree: March 1967 . .. ... ... ..............
E.--Percent in professional occupations--Male college graduates 20 to 64 years old, by father’s
occupation: March 1967. . . . . . . . .. L
F.--Percent in managerial occupations--Male college graduates 20 to 64 years old, by father’s
occupation: March 1967. . . . . . . ... . ... ...
G.--Standard errors for estimated number of male college graduates. . . . ................
H.--Standard errors of estimated percentages of male college graduates . . . ..............

CHARTS
Figure
1.--Percent of male college graduates with earnings in 1966 of $15,000 or more, by field of
highest degree: March 1967 . . . .. . ... ... ittt it it eeteneennnns
2.--Male college graduates by education of father: March 1967 .......... ... oo ...,

DETAILED TABLES
Table
1.--Age--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the United States: March 1967. . . .. ..
2.--Field of highest degree--Male college graduates, by highest degree and region of residence,
for the United States: March 1967 . . . . .. ... ... . ... ... . ... ...
3.--Field of highest degree--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the United States:
March 1967 . . . . . .
4.--Year received highest degree--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the United
States: March 1967. . . . . . . . . . ...
5.--Type of residence at high school graduation--Male college graduates, by field and highest
degree, for the United States: March 1967. . . . . . .. ... ... . ... ... ... .. .. ......
6.--Region of residence at high school graduation, and where received highest degree, and in
March 1967--Male college graduates, for the United States: March 1967 .............
7.--Region of residence where received bachelor’s degree by region of residence where
received highest degree--Male college graduates with both bachelor’s and higher degrees,
for the United States: March 1967 . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
8.--Type of high school control--Male college graduates, by field and highest degree, for the
United States: March 1967 . . . . . . .. ... ... ..
9.--Rank and selected characteristics of college--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for
the United States: March 1967. . . . . . .. . . ... . . ...
10.--Marital status--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the United States:
March 1967 . . . .

O ONUTUTUL UL s N = @

12
13

14

15
15
16

17



11

CONTENTS--Continued

DETAILED TABLES--Continued

Table
11.--Labor force status and occupation--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the
United States: March 1967 . . ... ...... ... ... . .. . .. . . " .. .. .
12.--Earnings in 1966--Male college graduates with earnings, by occupation and highest degree,
for the United States: March 1967 .. .. ... ... .ot e s e
13.--Worked in field of highest degree during first year after receiving degree--Male college
graduates, by field of highest degree, for the United States: March 1967. . . . ... . . . .
14.--Father’s occupation--Male college graduates, by field of highest degree, for the United States:
March 1967 .. ... ... ... . .
15.--Father’s occupation by labor force status and occupation of graduate--Male college graduates
20 to 64 years old, by age, for the United States: March 1967. . ... ... .. .. ... . .
16.--Father’s education and father’s occupation--Male college graduates, by highest degree, for the
United States: March 1967 . ... ...... ... .. .. .. .. ... . . . . . .
17.--Educational attainment of father and mother and father’s occupation--Male college
graduates, by rank of college where received highest degree, for the United States:
March 1967 ... ... ... ...

20.--Earnings in 1966 and rank of college--Male college graduates with earnings, by field and
highest degree, for the United States: March 1967 . . ... ..... ... . . . . . . .
21.--Earnings in 1966--Male college graduates with earnings, by control of high school, type of
residence at high school graduation, and highest degree, for the United States: March 1967 .
22.--Earnings in 1966--Male college graduates with earnings, by education of father and mother,
for the United States: March 1967 . . . ....... ... .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. .
23.--Earnings in 1966--Male college graduates with earnings, by industry and highest degree, for
the United States: March 1967. . .. ...... .. ... .. ... . . . .. " .. . "
24.--Earnings in 1966--Male college graduates with earnings, by field of highest degree, for the
United States: March 1967 . . ... ...... .. ... .. ... ... . . .. .. . . . ...

Page
17
18
19
19
20

21

22
22
23
24
26
27
28
29



CHARACTERISTICS OF MEN WITH COLLEGE DEGREES: 1967

Approximately 6.4 million men in the United
States in the spring of 1967 held college degrees.
Of these men, 4.2 million had a bachelor’s degree
as their highest degree, 1.1 million a master’s
degree, and 1.1 million a doctorate or professional
degree.

The male college graduates had considerably
more education than their fathers. For 62percent,
the father had completed no years of college,
including 31 percent whose father had not even
completed a year of high school. Only 17 percent
were sons of college graduates.

This report shows selected characteristics of
men with college degrees on the basis of data
which were collected by the Bureau of the Census
in the Current Population Survey of March 1967
and by a followup questionnaire in April 1967. In
general, data on men who received more than one
degree are presented according to the highest
degree only. Thedegrees are ranked as bachelor’s,
master’s, or “other.”  “Other” is the highest
category and includes doctor’s degrees, law
degrees, and divinity degrees.

EARNINGS

The quality of the college where a manreceives
his highest degree is related to the subsequent level
of his earnings. Amongmale college graduates with
earnings in 1966, those who graduated from a high-
ranking college, as measured by the average
aptitude of entering freshmen, had higher earnings
than those who graduated from a low-ranking
college. Median earnings in 1966 for men with
earnings who graduated from a high-ranking college
were $11,678, whereas the median earnings for men
who graduated from a low-ranking college were
$7,881, a difference of $3,797 (table A). (See
definitions section for a description of the method
of ranking colleges.)

Comparison of the distributions of earnings
between the two groups of graduates emphasizes the
advantage of having graduated from a high-ranking
college rather than from a low-ranking college,
Among graduates of a high-ranking college (with
earnings in 1966), about 32 percent earned $15,000
or more as compared with only 8 percent of the
graduates of low-ranking colleges. Moreover, about
16 percent of the graduatesofa high-ranking college
earned $20,000 or more, but only 4 percent of the
graduates of a low-ranking college had earnings at

this level. At the lower end of the earnings
distribution, 42 percent of the graduates of a low-
ranking college earned less than $7,000, including
20 percent who earned less than $5,000; however,
for graduates of a high-ranking college, the cor-
responding percentages were 21 and 14 percent,
respectively.

Table A.--EARNINGS--MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES WITH
EARNINGS IN 1966, BY RANK OF COLLEGE: MARCH 1967

(Numbers in thousands)

Rank of college where

Earnings Totall received highest degree

Low Medium| High

Total, with

earnings...... 6,043| 1,227| 3,091 1,181
Percent...... 100.0}f 100.0{ 100.0f 100.0
Under $3,000....... 8.7 10.7 7.9 8.7
$3,000 to $4,999... 6.9 9.4 5.7 5.0
$5,000 to $6,999... 14.5 21.8 13.8 7.3
$7,000 to $9,999... 23.9 28.0 24.7 19.7
$10,000 to $14,999. 26.7 22.2 28.8 27.8
$15,000 to $19,999. 9.9 3.9 9.¢ 15.5
$20,000 to $24,999. 4.1 1.9 4.5 6.4
$25,000 to $34,999. 3.6 1.9 3.4 6.3
$35,000 to $49,999. 1.3 0.2 1.2 2.5
$50,000 and over... 0.3 0. 0. 1.0
Median earnings....| $9,489| $7,881 $9,752|$11,678

1Total includes those in unranked colleges.

There were also variations in the earnings of
male college graduates by level of highest degree
and field of study. The graduates with earnings in
1966 who held a doctorate or professional degree had
median earnings that were 42 percent higher than the
median of those with a bachelor’s degree only.
Among graduates whose highest degree was in
either the health or legal professions, mostly
graduates of medical and law schools, 42 percent
had earnings of $15,000 or more, whereas among
men whose highest degree was in other fields, only
15 percent had earnings of this magnitude (table
B and figure 1). One reason for the higher earn-
ings of persons with advanced degrees is no doubt
the fact that persons with two or more college
degrees were on the average older than those with
only a bachelor’s degree, and, therefore, likely to
have been employed longer in their profession.
Persons with an advanced degree were also more
likely to have majored in the health or legal areas
than were those with only a bachelor’s degree.

1



Figure 2.--Male College Graduates
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FIELD OF STUDY

Field of highest degree--More men held their
highest degree in the field of business and commerce

Table B.--MEDIAN EARNINGS--MALE COLL EGE GRADUATES
WITH EARNINGS IN 1966, BY FIELD OF SPECIALI-

ZATION: MARCH 1967

(Numbers in thousands)

Total Median
Field of highest degree with X
. earnings
earnings
Totaleeeeeuoeeooaasnnnas 6,043 $9,489
Biological sciencesS.....c.... 275 7,030
Business and commerce..... .o 1,145 9,870
Education...... ceveos ccecses 912 7,783
Engineering...eeeee. eseenaee 940 11,555
Health professions...... sace 458 13,298
HumanitieS.eeeeeeeanss ceeeen 364 7,227
LaWe e eeenseenanennnnnonaanns 385 13,404
Physical scienceS......eecee 504 9,985
ReligioNeeeeeeeeeeorensanans 133 6,171
Social sciences....eeeese .o 643 8,617
All other fieldS......c.ev.. 168 9,877
Not reported.....ccveveeuens 115 9,736

than in any other field of study. This was also true
for those men whose highest degree was a bachelor’s
degree. For the men whose highest degree was a
master’s degree, their most common field of study
was education. Among the holders of “other”
degrees, the areas of law and health clearly
predominated as the most common fields of study
(table C).

Residence at high school graduation--Of all the
male college graduates, 35 percent were residing
in a city of less than 100,000 populationat the time
of their high school graduation, 32 percent resided
in cities of 100,000 or more, 15 percent in suburbs
near a large city, and the rest either in open
country or on a farm. Those who resided on a
farm at the time of their high school graduation
were more likely to hold their highest degree in
education (29 percent) than in any other specific
field of study. Those who resided ina suburb near
a large city were more likely to hold their highest
degree in business and commerce than inany other
specific field, and those who resided in a city of
less than 100,000 population were about equally
likely to have received their highest degree in busi-
ness and commerce, education, or engineering--
about 18 percent in each field (table 5).




Table C.--DETAILED FIELD OF HIGHEST DEGREE--MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES: MARCH 1967

(Numbers in thousands)

Detailed field of highest degree ggg- EZig Detailed field of highest degree gzg_ EZi;
Total.e.oeveenenn.. e ceereeees| 6,352 100.0f| Humanities........... Ceeeeeretienaas 380 6.0
English and journalism............ 174 2.7
Biological sciences........ceuvvveunne 285 4.5 Speech and drama,...... ceeeeeas cee 31 0.5
Agriculture..oveeeveeeeeenenennnnns 136 2.1 Foreign languages and literatures. 53 0.8
Z001OEY e eaeseenanananennn ceeceaenen 16 0.2 Philosophy..eeeeenen... Ceeteciaae 47 0.7
Forestry.....................i..... 16 0.3 A1l other fine and applied artsl.. A 1.2
ALL other biological sciences ..... 17 1.8 Law. .. eeeeneennnnn Ceeeeaaaa. Ceeeaaan 406 6.4
Business and commerce............... .| 1,171 18.4|| Physical scienceS.........eeeeeuen.. 533 8.4
Accoumnting..veeneenenneeennennenns 236 3.7 Mathematical subjects............. 124 2.0
All other business and commercel... 935| 14.7 Chemistry............ Ceeceeanacnan 223 3.5
PhysicS.eeennn.. Ceeeereean teeeee .. 93 1.5
Education..........covn... Ceeeeeeeaan 976 15.4 GeOlogYeeeneenannnnn e N 38 0.6
Elementary education....... ceeaaes . 24 0.4 A1l other physical sciences?t...... 55 0.9
Educational administration......... 75 1.2 Religi 142 5.

Industrial arts (educational)...... 37 0.6 eTiglon...................... et -
N . C0LOgY e e erecenecnncnnannanns cenen 110 1.7
Physical education.............. ces 58 0.9 A1 other religiont 3 0.5

A1l other education®.............. . 781 12.3 other S AAAREEREIEE :
Social SCIeNnCeS..eeeererrnnennnnnsnns 6791 10.7
Engineering......cocvuuu... Cerereceas 1,000f 15.7 PSyChOlogy e ueereeeeeeneenneonncans 95 1.5
Civil engineering............ cheeee 111 1.7 BoTcTe) ale): 1 KX 174 2.7
Electrical engineering............ . 173 2.7 History e eeeeeinieenniennenenennns 158 2.5
Mechanical engineering............. 188 3.0 Political science.......... ceeeans 61 1.0
All other engineering'.......... e 528 8.3 [SToTch Ko KoY 2P 55 0.9
All other social sciences?t........ 135 2.1

Health professionS......ccceevevececens 477 7.5 .

Dentigtry (D.D.S. and DIM.DLY .10t 93| 1.5|| Other fields.........ccceveeenn..... 178| 2.8
Medicine--M.D........... ceeesennne o 235 3.7 ii;h1220ture"°"'"""""""" lgi g'g

Pharmacy....ceceennn. Ceteestsesenas 80 1.3 e SRR R REEER :
A1l other health professions’...... 69 1.1)] Not reported.......ceeeeeeeeecennnsn 126 2.0

lIncludes not specified.

Control of high school--Overall, 82 percent of
the male college graduates had graduated from a
public high school. There was, however, some
variation in the control of high school from which
the graduates in differing fields of study graduated.
For instance, among those whose highest degree
was in education, 89 percent had graduated from
a public high school, as contrasted with around
70 percent of those who majored in the humanities
(table 8),

First job after graduation--Men whose college
training prepared them for work in established,
specific occupations were more likely to work at
a job directly related to their field of study in
their first year after graduation than were the men
whose training had been more general. Thus, men
whose highest degree prepared them for work in the
health professions, religion, education, law, and
engineering were the most likely to have worked in
their field of study during the first year after
receiving their highest degree (tables Dand 13),

Men who majored in the humanities or the social
sciences, with skills applicable to a wide variety
of are.s, were less likely to have worked in their
field of study during the first year after their
graduation. Among men who graduated with their
highest degree in the humanities (language, the
arts, etc.) or one of the social sciences (sociology,

psychology, etc.) only about two out of every five
worked in their field of study during the first
year following their graduation.

Table D.--PERCENT WORKED IN FIELD OF HIGHEST DE-
GREE DURING FIRST YEAR AFTER RECEIVING DE-
GREE--MALE_COLLEGE GRADUATES, BY FIELD OF
HIGHEST DEGREE: MARCH 1967

Worked in field of
highest degree
Field of highest
degree Total Not
Yes No re-

ported
Totaliveeeoeennns .| 100.0ff 69.6| =28.8 1.7
Biological sciences.,. 100.0)| 62.4| 37.0 0.6
Business and commerce.| 100.0| 71.2| 27.7 1.1
Education......... ....| 100.0f 79.5| 18.9 1.6
Engineering........... 100.0ff 79.5| 19.9 0.6
Health professions....| 100.0[ 90.4 6.0 3.7
Humanities.......... ..| 100.0f 49.2| 49.0 1.8
Law........ ceeveesesss| 100.0)f 73.3| 24.6 2.1
Physical sciences.....| 100.0|| 62.3] 34.9 2.8
Religion..............[ 100.0| 84.0| 16.0 -
Social sciences....... 100.0| 40.2| 57.7 2.1
All other fields......| 100.0f 70.0| 28.9 1.1
Not reported..........| 100.0) 57.5| 37.9 4.5

- Rounds to zero.



A part of these differencesin the likelihood of
working in the field of highest degree is undoubtedly
a function of the level as well as the field of
highest degree, That is, the men who obtained a
professional or doctorate degree would probably be
more likely than the holders of a bachelor’s
degree to be trained for a specific type of
occupation.

Father’s occupation--About 29 percent of the
male college graduates reported that their father’s
occupation at the time the graduate finished high
school was that of a blue-collar worker (including
farm laborers). About 17 percent reported that
their father was a professional, with like percent-
ages reporting their father’s occupation as
managerial and other white-collar. Acomparison
of father’s occupation by field of study of the
college graduate shows that, for example, among
the graduates who received their highest degree
in education, about half of their fathers were either
farm or other blue-collar workers, whereas, among
those whose field of study was law, only one-
fourth were the sons of farmers or other blue-collar
workers. About half of the law graduates were the
sons of professional or managerial workers
(table 14),

OCCUPATION

Of the 6,003,000 male college graduates 20 to
64 years old in 1967, about S5 percent worked
in professional and technical occupations and
about 21 percent worked in managerial occupations
(managers, officials, and proprietors). About 5
percent were not in the experienced civilian
labor force. The youngest graduates were more
likely to be in professional occupations, and less
likely to be managers than were the oldest
graduates, About 60 percent of the graduates 20
to 34 years old worked inprofessional occupations,
as compared with 51 percent of those 45 to 64
years old. At the same time, the proportion of
male college graduates who were in managerial
occupations comprised only 13 percent of those
20 to 34 years old but 27 percent of those 45 to
64 years old. A part of this age difference in
occupation is undoubtedly the result of the older
graduates having moved into managerial positions
as their careers advanced.

Father’s occupation, however, had some effect
in determining whether the graduates were in
professional or managerial occupations. Among
sons of professional workers, about 59 percent were
in professional occupations. Among sons of
managers, on the other hand, only 46 percent were
in professional occupations.

Table E.--PERCENT IN PROFESSIONAL OCCUPATIONS--
MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES 20 TO 64 YEARS OLD,
BY FATHER’S OCCUPATION: MARCH 1967

Percent in professional

occupations

Father's occupation 20 tol 35 tol 45 to| 55 to

34 A 54 64

years| years| years| years

Totaleeeeeoesosonne 59.8 53.8 53.7| 46.3

Professional........... 63.4| 57.7| 60.9| 48.2

Managerial......coeeees 53.9| 40.3| 41.0 (B)

Other white-collar..... 55.8| 46.8] 55.6 (B)
Blue-collar (including

farm laborer)....... .| 63.8] 6lL.4| 57.9| 4l.1

Farmer or farm manager.| 58.9| 60.1| 61.8 (B)

Other, not specified...| 59.4| 54.7| 45.4 (B)

Not reported.......... . (B) (B) (B) (B)

B Base less than 100,000.

Table F.--PERCENT IN MANAGERIAL OCCUPATIONS--MALE
COLLEGE GRADUATES 20 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY
FATHER'S OCCUPATION: MARCH 1967

Percent in managerial

occupations

Father's occupation | 55 41 35 to| 45 to| 55 to

34 44y 54 64

years| years| years| years

Total.seeeeeeneanns 13.2 24,9 26.5 27.3

Professional.....co..ue 10.1| 28.6f 20.6| 24.2

Managerial......ceeeees 18.2| 30.5| 43.4 (B)

Other white-collar..... 15.7| 32.0| 24.0 (B)
Blue-collar (including

farm laborer)......... 9.0[ =21.0f =21.9| 28.7

Farmer or farm manager.| 16.3| 15.5| 11.3 (B)

Other, not specified...| 16.9| 18.8] 37.9 (B)

Not reported........... (B) (B) (B) (B)

B Base less than 100,000.

MIGRATION

In 1967, about 27 percent of the graduates resided
in each of the three regions Northeast, North
Central, and South, and around 20 percent resided
in the West, Altogether, about 79 percent were
residing in the same region as that in which they
had graduated from high school (table 6).

In general, the men who held both a bachelor’s
and a higher degree were likely to have obtained
their highest degree in the same region of the
country where they received their bachelor’s
degree--about 73 percent. However, the men who
received their bachelor’s degree in the Northeast
and South were more likely to migrate to another



~ region for their advanced degree than were the men
who received their bachelor’s degree in the North
Central or West, The men with both bachelor’s and
higher degrees were more likely to have received
their highest degree in the North Central Region,
34 percent, than in any of the other three regions of
the Nation (table 7).

AGE AND MARITAL STATUS

Age--The median age of male college graduates
in 1_9g€7 was 38.8 years. Approximately half (55
percent) of the graduates were between 30 and 50
years old, about 23 percent were under 30 years
old, and a similar percent were 50 years old and
over (table 1),

Marital status--Only 11 percent of the male
college graduates were still single in 1967, 86
percent were married, and 3 percent were either
widowed or divorced. Those whose highest degree
was a bachelor’s were more likely to be single, 13
percent, than were the holders of a doctorate or
professional degree, 6 percent. This probably
occurred in part because the holders of doctorate or
professional degrees are likely to be older and to
have higher incomes than those with a bachelor’s
degree (table 10),

COLLEGE CHARACTERISTICS AND YEAR
RECEIVED DEGREE

Of the 6,352,000 men with college degrees, 51
percent graduated from a college of medium ranking
as determined by the index of freshman aptitude,
20 percent graduated from a low-ranking college, a
like percent graduated from a high-ranking college,
and 9 percent graduated from a college for which no
index of freshmen aptitude was available, The
graduates whose father was also a college graduate
were muchmore likely to have obtained their highest
degree at a high-ranking college (33 percent) than
a low-ranking college (12 percent). Among
graduates whose father was not a college graduate,
17 percent graduated from a high-ranking college
(table 17).

About half of the graduates received their highest
degree from a college with an enrollment of 10,000
students or more, whereas the other half graduated
from smaller colleges. Moreover, about half
graduated from public colleges, and about half
graduated from private colleges. About 6 out of
every 10 graduates received their highestdegree at
a university, with the remainder receiving their
highest degree at a liberal arts college, teachers
college, or other type of college (table 9).

Year received degree--The men whose highest
degree was a master’s degree were more likely to
be recent degree recipients than were either the

5

men whose highest degree was a bachelor’s
or those whose highest degree was a doctorate or
professional degree. Men whose highest degree
was a doctorate or professional degree were least
likely to be recent graduates. Around half of the
men whose highest degree was a master’s received
their degree in the 1960’s, but only 36 percent of
the men whose highest degree was a bachelor’s,
and 24 percent of the men whose highest degree
was a doctorate or professional degree received
their degree in the 1960’s (table 4).

PROCEDURES

Men who reported that they had completed 4
years of college or more and were in both the
April and March 1967 Current Population Survey,
were asked to fill out a supplemental questionnaire
which was left at their address. The supplemental
questionnaire obtained information for eachdegree
on: Level of degree; field of specialization; year
degree received; name and address of college;
whether the person worked in the field of his
specialization during the first year after graduation;
address of high school; whether his high school
was public, parochial, or other private school;
residence at high school graduation; father’s oc-
cupation when respondent finished high school; and
highest grade of school completed by parents.

All other information on the social and economic
characteristics of the graduates was obtained from
the March 1967 CPS questionnaire,

Data on the characteristics of the colleges
were obtained from the U.S. Office of Education
(see below),

RELATED REPORTS

Advance data on the characteristics of men
with college degrees were published in Current
Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 180. Sta-
tistics on educational attainment and earnings in
1967 of family heads are presented in Current
Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 59; similar
data for 1966 are available in Series P-60, No, 53,
Detailed statistics on income and educational
attainment of men in the United States were pub-
lished in Current Population Reports, Series P-60,
No.56, “Annual Mean Income, Lifetime Income,
and Educational Attainment of Men in the United
States, for Selected Years, 1956 to 1966.”

The publication, “Characteristics of Students
and Their Colleges:  October 1966,” Current
Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 183, presents
data related to college attendance including data
on the family income and on the occupation and
education of the family head of college students.
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Data on intergenerational educational mobility
were presented in “Educational Change in a
Generation: March 1962, “Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, No, 132, Data on inter-
generational occupational mobility were presented
‘in “Lifetime Occupational Mobility of Adult Males,”
Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 11,

The publication, “Factors Related to High
School Graduation and College Attendance: 1967,”
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No, 185,
presents data related to the social and economic
characteristics of those who do and do not attend
college.

Data on educational attainment of persons 14
years old and over in March 1968, March 1967,
March 1965 and 1966, March 1964, March 1962, and
March 1959 were published in Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 182, 169, 158,138, 121,
and 99, respectively. Educational attainment as
determined in the Current Population Survey is
related to labor force characteristics inpub-
lications of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, as in
“Educational Attainment of Workers, March 1968,”
published in the February 1969 issue of Monthly
Labor Review,

Statistics on educational attainment, occupations,
and earnings are also available in several reports
of the 1960 Census of Population, the most relevant
of which are PC(2)-5B, Educational Attainmentand
PC(2)7B, Occupation by Earnings. Volume I,
Characteristics _of the Population, chapter C,
“General Social and Economic Characteristics,”
and chapter D, “Detailed Characteristics,” also
include statistics on educational attainment.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Population coverage--The figures shownare for
the civilian population excluding the relatively
small number of inmates of institutions,

Geographic regions--The four major regions
of the United States, for which data are presented
in this report, represent groups of States, as
follows:

Northeast: Connecticut, Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

North Central: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin,

South: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware,
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Maryland, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, and West Virginia,

West: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, California,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,

Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

Residence at high school graduation--Infor-
mation on where the college graduate lived at the
time of his graduation from high school was
indicated by the respondent on the followup
questionnaire from a list of residence categories
provided him and was not independently coded from
his address at his graduation. The residence
categories were:

In a suburb near a large city
- In a large city (100,000 population or more)
In a middle or small size city (under 100,000
population)
Open country (but not on a farm)
On a farm

Age--The age classification is based on the age
of the person at his last birthday.

Marital status--The marital status classi-
fication identifies four major categories: Single,
married, widowed, and divorced. These termsre-
fer to the marital status at the time of the
enumeration. ‘

The category “married” is further divided into
“married, wife present,” “separated,” and “other
married, wife absent.,” Apersonwas classified
as “married, wife present” if the wife was reported
as a member of the household, even though she
may have been temporarily absent onbusiness or on
vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc., at the time of
the enumeration. Persons reported as separated
included those with legal separations, those living
apart with intentions of obtaining a divorce, and
other persons permanently, or temporarily
separated because of marital discord. The group
“other married, wife absent” includes married
persons living apart because the wife was employed
and living at a considerable distance from home,
was residing in an institution, had moved to another
area, or had a different place of residence for any
other reason except separation as defined above,

Degree--A title conferred by a college or uni-
versity as official recognition for the completion of
a program of studies. In this report, the degrees
are ranked as bachelor’s, master’s, or “other
degree.” “Other degree” is the highest category
and includes doctor’s degrees, law degrees, and
divinity degrees.

Bachelor’s degree--A degree customarily
conferred upon the successful completion of a
course of study normally requiring 4 academic
years of college work (generally,B.A., A.B., or
B.S)).




Master’s degree--A degree customarily con-
ferred upon successful completion of one (some-
times two) academic years of work beyond the
bachelor’s degree, such as, master of arts or
master of science.

Other degree--The “other degree” classi-
fication in this report includes degrees carrying
the title of “doctor,” such as, doctor of medicine,
doctor of dental medicine, doctor of philosophy
(in any field); plus professional degrees, such as,
bachelor of laws, juris doctor, or bachelor of
divinity.

Year degree received--Information on the year
in which the male college graduate received each
degree was obtained from a direct question in
the supplemental questionnaire. In general, the
data on year of receipt of highest degree are
presented in 5-year groups.

Field of specialization--Information onthe male
college graduate’s specialization for his highest
degree was obtained from an open-ended question
on the supplemental questionnaire. The reported
fields were combined, in this report, into 11 major
fields and 40 detailed fields.

Worked in field of highest degree--The male
college graduates were asked in the supplemental
questionnaire whether or not they had worked
mainly at a job in the same field as their highest
degree during the year following thedegree.

Type of control of high school--In this report,
the term “type of control” refers to the legal
control over the high school. The male college
graduates indicated on the supplemental question-
naire whether the high school from which they
graduated was a public, parochial, or other private
school.

College characteristics--Information provided
by the U.S, Office of Education was used to classify
the colleges attended by the male graduates
according to type of college, type of control,
and enrollment size, as described in the following
paragraphs.

Type of college--Colleges are classified as.
universities, liberal arts colleges, teachers’
colleges, independent technical schools, theological
schools, fine arts schools, other professional
schools, and all other types.

Type of control--In this report, the term
“type of control” refers tothe legal controlover the
college. A public college is an institution of
higher education operated under public legal con-
trol. Private colleges include institutions of higher

7

education established and operated by religious
bodies, as well as those which are under other
private legal control. Private secular colleges
are those whose legal control is not public or
church related.

Enrollment size--This term refers to the
enrollment size of collegesin the fall of 1965.
Enrollment includes all full and part-time students
whose programs consisted of work normally credit-
able toward a bachelor’s or higher degree. Counted
in enrollment size are undergraduate, graduate,
resident, extension, day and evening students.

Rank of college by index of freshman aptitude--
The colleges from which the men graduated were
ranked on the basis of a study connected with the
“Project Talent” survey of high school students
conducted in 1960 and subsequent years. “Project
Talent” was conducted by the American Institute
for Research and the University of Pittsburgh
with the financial support of the U.S. Office
of Education., The aptitude scores on reading
comprehension, abstract reasoning, and mathe-
matics of students from each successive high
school class (1960 to 1963) entering college were
obtained and combined into a composite score.
These composite scores were standardized to a
distribution with a mean of S0 and a standard
deviation of 10. The standardized scores for all
of the students in the “Project Talent” survey
attending a given college were then averaged and
the resultant score was assigned to that institution
as the index of freshman aptitude, In this report,
institutions with anindex of S0 to 55 were classified
as “medium” rank colleges, those with an index
of less than 50 were ranked as “low,” and those
with an index of 56 or higher were ranked as
“high.” In general, institutions with less than 10
freshmen in the “Project Talent” survey were not
ranked. The rank assigned a college inthis survey
is, in part,a rank of entering students.

The criteria for determining the relative ranking
of colleges differ somewhat from those used in
“Cha{acteristics of Students and Their Colleges:
October 1966,” Series P-20, No. 183, In ranking
colleges in which the October 1966 students were
enrolled, those institutions with an index of 47
to 52 were classified as “medium” rank colleges,
those with an index of less than 47 were ranked
as “low,” and those with an index of 53 or higher
were ranked as “high.”

- Different criteria were used in determining the
relative rank of colleges inthe two surveys because
the 1966 survey included all students enrolled in
2-year and 4-yearcolleges, whereas the 1967survey
of male college graduates included only male
graduates of 4-year colleges. Moreover, there
were substantial differences in the proportion in
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unranked colleges in the 1966 survey of college
students (19 percent) and inthe 1967 survey of male
college graduates (9 percent).

Of the male college graduates in the March 1967
survey, 51 percent were graduates of colleges of
medium rank, 20 percent of colleges of low rank,
20 percent of colleges of high rank, and 9 percent of
unranked colleges. If the same criteria had been
used in ranking the colleges of the graduates in
the 1967 survey as were used in ranking colleges
in the 1966 survey of college students, 39 percent
would have been counted as enrolled in colleges of
medium rank, 7 percent in colleges of low rank, 44
percent in colleges of high rank, and 9 percent
in unranked colleges.

Education of father and mother--Information on
the education of the male college graduates fathers
and mothers was obtained from replies to the
question: “What is the highest grade or year of
school completed by your parents (or guardians)?”
Respondents indicated their answers separately for
fathers and mothers from the categories:

8th grade or less

1 to 3 years of high school

4 years of high school

College, no degree

College, bachelor degree
College, master or doctor degree
Don’t know.

Father’s occupation--Information on father’s
occupation was obtained from answers to the
question: “What was your father’s (or guardian’s)
occupation at the time you finished high school?”
The male college graduates indicated their answers
by checking one of the following categories:

Professional

Managerial

Other white collar

Farmer or farm manager

Blue collar (including farm laborers)
Other, not specified above,

Labor force and employment status--The def-
initions of labor force and employment status in
this report relate to the population 14 years old
and over,

Employed--Employed persons comprise (1)
all civilians who, during the specified week, did
any work at all as paid employees or in their
own business or profession, or on their own farm,
or who worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers
on a farm or in a business operated by a member
of the family, and (2) all those who were not working
but who had jobs or businesses from which they
were temporarily absent because of illness, bad
weather, vacation, or labor-management dispute,

or because they were taking time off for personal
reasons, whether or not they were paid by their
employers for time off, and whether or not they
were seeking other jobs. Excluded from the
employed group are persons whose only activity
consisted of work around the house (such as own
home housework, painting or repairing own home,
etc.) or volunteer work for religious, charitable,
and similar organizations.

Unemployed--Unemployed persons are those
civilians who, during the survey week, had no
employment but were available for work and (1)
had engaged in any specific jobseeking activity
within the past 4 weeks, such as registering at a
public or private employment office, meeting with
prospective employers, checking with friends or
relatives, placing or answering advertisements,
writing letters of application, or being on a union
or professional register; (2) were waiting to be
called back to a job from which they had been laid
off; or (3) were waiting to report to a new wage or
salary job within 30 days.

Labor force--Persons are classified as inthe
labor force if they were employed as civilians,
unemployed, or in the Armed Forces during the
survey week. The “civilian labor force” is
comprised of all civilians classified as employed
or unemployed.

Not in the labor force--All civilians who are
not classified as employed or unemployed are
defined as “not in the labor force.” This group who
are neither employed nor seeking work includes
persons engaged only in own home housework,
attending school, or unable to work because of long-
term physical or mental illness; persons who are
retired or too old to work; seasonal workers for
whom the survey week fell in an off season; and
the voluntarily idle. Persons doing only unpaid
family work (less than 15 hours) are also clas-
sified as not in the labor force.

Experienced civilian labor force--The experi-
enced civilian labor force comprises employed
civilian workers and experienced unemployed
workers.

Occupation and class of worker--The data on
occupation and class of worker of employed male
college graduates refer to the civilian job held
during the survey week. Persons employed at two
or more jobs were reported in the job at which
they worked the greatest number of hours during the
week.

The data on industry of employment refer to
the civilian job held during the survey week.
Persons who held two jobs or more were reported in
the job at which they worked the greatest number
of hours,



In tables 11 and 12, two or more of the major
occupation groups are subdivided by class of
worker into two groups: wage and salary workers
and self-employed workers. The former refers to
persons who worked for wages, salaries, com-
missions, tips, pay “in kind,” or at piece-rates
for a private employer, or for any governmental
unit., The latter refers to persons who worked in
their own business, profession or trade, for profit
or fees. Included in the self-employed groups in
tables 11 and 12 are unpaid family workers, i.e.,
persons working without pay in a business operated
by a member of the household to whom they are
related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

The occupational categories used are com-
binations of the major groups in the classification
system used in the 1960 Census of Population.

“Professional” workers include professional,
technical, and kindred workers; “Managerial”
workers include managers, officials, and pro-

prietors, except farm; “Clerical and sales workers”
include - clerical and kindred workers and sales
workers; “Blue-collar” workers include craftsmen,
foremen, and kindred workers, operatives and
kindred workers, laborers, except farm and mine;
“Farm workers” include farmers (owners and
tenants), farm managers, farm laborers, and
foremen; “Service workers” include private house-
hold workers and service workers, except private
household. . The specific occupations composing
these groups are described in Volume I, Char-
acteristics of the Population, Part 1, United States

Summary, chapter D.

Total money earnings--These are defined as
the algebraic sum of money wages or salary and
net income-from farm-and nonfarm self-employ-
ment.

Median--A median is the value which divides a
distribution into two equal parts, one-half the cases
falling below this value and one-half the cases ex-
ceeding this value.

Rounding of estimates--Individual figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand without being ad-
justed to group totals, which are independently
rounded. With few exceptions, percentages and
medians are based on figures rounded to the
nearest one hundred.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of data--The estimates are based on
data obtained in March 1967 in the Current Pop-
ulation Survey of the Bureau of the Census. The
sample is spread over 449 areas comprising 863
counties and independent cities with coverage in
each of the 50 States and the District of Columbia.
Approximately 50,000 occupied housing units are
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designated for interview each month. Of this
number 2,250 occupied units, on the average,
are visited but interviews are not obtained
because the occupants are not found at home
after repeated calls or are unavailable for some
other reason. In addition to the 50,000, there are
also about 8,500 sample units in an average month
which are visited but are found to be vacant or
otherwise not to be interviewed.

The estimating procedure used in this survey
involved the inflation of the weighted sample results
to independent estimates of the civilian nonin-
stitutional population of the United States by age,
color and sex. These independent estimates were
based on statistics from the 1960 Census of Pop-
ulation; statistics of births, deaths, immigration,
and emigration; and statistics on the strength of
the Armed Forces.

Reliability of the estimates--Since the estimates
are based on a sample, they may differ somewhat
from figures obtained if a complete census had
been taken using the same schedules, instructions,
and enumerators. As in any survey work, the
results are subject to errors of response and of
reporting as well as being subject to sampling
variability.

The standard error is primarily a measure of

" sampling variability, that is, of the variations that

occur by chance because a sample rather than the
whole of the population is surveyed. As calculated
for this report, the standard error also partially
measures the effect of response and enumeration
errors but does not measure any systematic biases
in the data. The chances are about 68 out of 100
that an estimate from the sample would differ
from a complete census figure by less than the
standard error. The chances are about 95 out of
100 that the difference would be less thantwice the
standard error.

The figures presented in tables G and H are
approximations to the standard errors of various
estimates shown in this report. In order to derive
standard errors that would be applicable to a wide

Table G.--STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATED NUMBER
OF MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES

Size of Standard Size of Standard

estimate error estimate error
10,000, ....vus 5,000 || 1,000,000..... 52,000
25,000........ 8,000 || 2,500,000..... 83,000
50,000, ..0000e 12,000 || 5,000,000..... 116,000
100,000+ .00 17,000 || 10,000,000.... | 162,000
250,000, ...... 26,000 || 25,000,000.... | 250,000
500,000, .. ... 37,000 || 50,000,000....| 330,000
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variety of items and could be prepared ata moderate
cost, a number of approximations were required.
As a result, the tables of standard errors provide
an indication of the order of magnitude of the
standard errors rather than the precise standard
error for any specific item.

The reliability of an estimated percentage,
computed by using sample data for both numerator
and denominator, depends upon both the size of
the percentage and the size of the total upon which
the percentage isbased. Estimated percentages are
relatively more reliable than the corresponding
estimates of the numerators of the percentages,
particularly if the percentages are S0 percent or
more. Table H contains the standard errors of
estimated percentages.

Nlustration of the use of table of standard
errors--Table 15 shows that 1,005,000 male college
graduates 20 to 64 years old are sons of pro-

fessionals. Table G shows that the standard
error of anestimate of this size to be approximately
52,000. The chances are 68 out of 100 that the
estimate would have been a figure differing from
a complete census by less than52,000. The chances
are 95 out of 100 that the estimate would have
been a figure differing from a complete census
by less than 104,000.

Of these 1,005,000 male college graduates who
were sons of professionals, 595,000 or 59.2 percent
were also professionals. Table H shows the
standard error of 59.2 percent on a base of
1,005,000 to be approximately 2.5 percent.
Consequently, chances are 68 out of 100 that the
estimated 59.2 percent would be within 2.5 percent
of a complete census figure. Chances are 95 out
of 100 that the estimate would be within 5.0 percent
of a census figure. This 95 percent confidence
interval would be from 54.2 to 64.2.

Table H.--STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES OF MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES

Base of percentage (in thousands)
Estimated percentage
250 500 1,000 5,000 10,000 25,000 50,000
2 0r 98, . ittt aane 1.5 1.0 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1
5 0r 95 it i i 2.3 1.6 1.1 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2
10 0or 90, .ttt iininnnnennnnns 3.1 2.2 1.6 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.2
25 OF 5. ittt iieennnnnnnnas 4.5 3.2 2.3 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.3
57 5.2 3.7 2.6 1.2 0.8 0.5 0.4




