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ATTACHMENT 16 
 

Source and Accuracy Statement for the 
November 2006 CPS Microdata File on Voting and Registration 

 
 
SOURCE OF DATA 
 
The data in this microdata file are from the November 2006 Current Population Survey (CPS).  The 
Census Bureau conducts the CPS every month, although this file has only November data.  The 
November survey uses two sets of questions, the basic CPS and a set of supplemental questions.  The 
CPS, sponsored jointly by the Census Bureau and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, is the country’s 
primary source of labor force statistics for the entire population.  The Housing and Household Economic 
Statistics Division of the Census Bureau sponsors the supplemental questions for November. 
 
Basic CPS.  The monthly CPS collects primarily labor force data about the civilian noninstitutional 
population living in the United States.  The institutionalized population, which is excluded from the 
population universe, is composed primarily of the population in correctional institutions and nursing 
homes (91 percent of the 4.1 million institutionalized people in Census 2000).  Interviewers ask 
questions concerning labor force participation about each member 15 years old and over in sample 
households.  Typically, the week containing the nineteenth of the month is the interview week. The 
week containing the twelfth is the reference week (i.e., the week about which the labor force questions 
are asked). 
 
The CPS uses a multistage probability sample based on the results of the decennial census, with 
coverage in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  The sample is continually updated to account for 
new residential construction.  When files from the most recent decennial census become available, the 
Census Bureau gradually introduces a new sample design for the CPS.1   
 
In April 2004, the Census Bureau began phasing out the 1990 sample and replacing it with the 2000 
sample, creating a mixed sampling frame.  Two simultaneous changes occurred during this phase-in 
period.  First, primary sampling units (PSUs)2 selected for only the 2000 design gradually replaced those 
selected for the 1990 design.  This involved 10 percent of the sample.  Second, within PSUs selected for 
both the 1990 and 2000 designs, sample households from the 2000 design gradually replaced sample 
households from the 1990 design.  This involved about 90 percent of the sample.  The new sample 
design was completely implemented by July 2005.   
 
In the first stage of the sampling process, PSUs are selected for sample.  The United States is divided 
into 2,025 PSUs.  The PSUs were redefined for this design to correspond to the Office of Management 
and Budget definitions of Core-Based Statistical Area definitions and to improve efficiency in field 
operations.  These PSUs are grouped into 824 strata.  Within each stratum, a single PSU is chosen for 
the sample, with its probability of selection proportional to its population as of the most recent decennial 
census.  This PSU represents the entire stratum from which it was selected.  In the case of strata 
consisting of only one PSU, the PSU is chosen with certainty.   

                                                 
1  For detailed information on the 1990 sample redesign, please see reference [1]. 
 
2  The PSUs correspond to substate areas (i.e., counties or groups of counties) that are geographically contiguous.   




