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The financial support paid to people living outside 
the household can be an important source of income 
for the millions of people who receive that support. 
Likewise, the support paid to other people can 
represent a sizable proportion of the provider’s 
income and wealth. Many of the financial payments 
occur as a result of legal obligations to support the 
providers’ children or ex-spouses in the form of child 
support and alimony, while other payments are  
to parents, adult children, other relatives, and  
nonrelatives. This report uses data from the 2014 
panel of the Survey of Income and Program 
Participation (SIPP), a national longitudinal survey 
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, to look at the 
monetary support paid to people living outside the 
household for the 2013 calendar year.1

HIGHLIGHTS

• A total of 14.9 million people provided financial  
support to people living outside their household in 
2013, totaling $98.4 billion.

• About 5.8 million parents, 90.6 percent of whom 
were fathers, provided $35.3 billion in child sup-
port on behalf of their children under 21 years old 
in 2013.

• Over half (55.3 percent) of parents paid support for 
one child, while 14.0 percent paid child support for 
three or more children.

1 The Census Bureau’s Disclosure Review Board and Disclosure 
Avoidance Officers have reviewed this data product for unauthor-
ized disclosure of confidential information and have approved the  
disclosure avoidance practices applied to this release. CBDRB 
Approval: CBDRB-FY19-ROSS-B0020. 

• Child support providers paid an average amount of 
$6,069 per year, or $506 per month.

WHO IS A SUPPORT PROVIDER?

In the 2014 SIPP, eligible respondents were asked 
if they had any children under 21 years old who 
lived elsewhere with their other parent or guard-
ian at any time during 2013. If the respondent 
answered “Yes,” they were asked if they made 
any payments for the support of this child(ren). 
Those who responded that they made payments 
are considered child support providers.

Separately, all eligible respondents were asked 
if they made support payments in 2013 to other 
people living outside their household—either to 
parents, children 21 years and older (not away 
at school), someone else related to them, ex-
spouses or ex-partners, or someone else not 
related to them. Those who responded that 
they had made payments are considered other 
support providers.

Note: The financial support paid to people outside the 
household as measured in SIPP was provided directly to or on 
behalf of other people, regardless of where they lived. Support 
payments may have been to people in another household, to 
people residing in institutional or noninstitutional places, or to 
those living in countries outside the United States. Specifically, 
in the case of child support paid, some payments may have 
been made directly to the state child support enforcement 
agency for support of their children, and may or may not have 
been passed through to the recipient if the recipient partici-
pated in the public assistance Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families program, dependent on state policy.
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• Average amounts of support 
provided in 2013 was highest 
for those paying ex-spouses or 
ex-partners ($9,958).

ALL SUPPORT PROVIDERS

A total of 14.9 million people 
provided financial support to 
people living outside their  
household in 2013. This included  
a total of 17.3 million payments  
for either child support on behalf 
of children under 21 years old  
(5.8 million), to parents  
(4.4 million), to adult children  
(2.6 million), to other relatives  
(2.2 million), to ex-spouses or  
ex-partners (1.8 million), or to 
other nonrelatives (0.5 million) 
(Tables 1–6).2

About $35.3 billion was provided 
in child support on behalf of 
children under 21 years old, $12.7 
billion was provided to parents, 
$19.6 billion to adult children, 
$18.3 billion to ex-spouses or 
ex-partners, $10.6 billion to other 
relatives, and $1.9 billion to other 
nonrelatives (Figure 1).3

An aggregate total of $98.4 billio
was paid in support for people 
living outside the household in 
2013. While government program
are often thought of as one of the
most important sources of sup-
port, total support from indi-
viduals outside the household is 
greater than some of the largest 

n

s
 

2 The universe of 14.9 million support 
providers may have provided support to 
multiple types and numbers of people living 
outside the household.

3 The aggregate amount of support 
provided to parents ($12.7 billion) was not 
statistically different from the aggregate 
amount of support provided to other rela-
tives ($10.6 billion). The aggregate amount 
of support provided to adult children ($19.6 
billion) was not statistically different from 
the aggregate amount of support provided 
to ex-spouses or ex-partners ($18.3 billion).

 

 

government assistance programs.
For example, as reported in the 
SIPP for 2013, wave 1, total sup-
port from the Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program 
(SNAP) was $50.9 billion; total 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) benefits were 
$4.3 billion; and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefits 
totaled $49.3 billion (Figure 2).4

 

4 U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income 
and Program Participation (SIPP), 2014 
panel, wave 1, special tabulations for annual 
aggregate amounts of program receipt. 
The aggregate amount of SNAP received 
($50.9 billion) was not statistically different 
from the aggregate amount of SSI received 
($49.3 billion).

CHILD SUPPORT PROVIDERS 

In 2013, about 5.8 million par-
ents paid child support on behalf 
of their children under 21 years 
old who lived outside of their 
household. About 9 in 10 of child 
support payers were fathers (90.6 
percent) and 1 in 10 were moth-
ers (9.4 percent). Over half (55.3 
percent) provided support for one 
child, 30.7 percent supported two 
children, and 14.0 percent pro-
vided support for three or more 
children (Table 1). 

The average annual amount of 
child support paid in 2013 was 
$6,069, or about $506 per month. 
Taken together, the aggregate 
annual amount of child sup-
port paid by the 5.8 million 

Figure 1.
Aggregate Financial Support Provided to People Living 
Outside the Household: 2013
(In billions of 2013 dollars)

Note: Universe of 14.9 million support providers who may have provided support to 
multiple people outside their household. All data are subject to error arising from a 
variety of sources, including sampling error, nonsampling error, modeling error, and any 
other sources of error. For further information on SIPP statistical standards and 
accuracy, see <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sipp/tech-documentation
/source-accuracy-statements.html>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2014 
Panel, Wave 1. 
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parents totaled $35.3 billion in 
2013. Fathers paid an average 
of $6,312 or 10.7 percent of their 
average annual family income, 
while mothers paid an average 
of $3,723 or 7.4 percent of their 
average annual family income. The 
median amount of child support 
paid in 2013 was $4,711, meaning 
half of providers paid less than 
this amount and half paid more. 
Fathers paid a median of $4,765 in 
child support in 2013 and mothers 
paid a median of $2,385. Mothers 
who paid child support tended to 
be much more likely to have their 
2013 family incomes at or below 

the poverty level (29.4 percent) 
than fathers (10.7 percent).5

About 14.9 percent of fathers 
who paid child support for their 
children under 21 living elsewhere 
didn’t spend any time with their 
youngest (or only) child. For 
women paying child support,  
a larger proportion, 26.8 percent 

5 The official annual poverty estimates 
shown in this report include, as family 
income, any child support payments that 
may have been made to people or entities 
outside the household. For estimates of 
the Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM), 
child support paid are not included in the 
resource measure used to determine the 
SPM status. For information about the  
SPM and data collected, please see  
<www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty 
/supplemental-poverty-measure.html>. 
The mean annual amount of child support 
paid by all parents in 2013 ($6,069) was not 
statistically different from the amount paid 
by fathers ($6,312). Likewise, the median 
annual amount of child support paid by 
parents in 2013 ($4,711) was not statistically 
different from the amount paid by fathers 
($4,765).

didn’t spend any time with their 
youngest child in 2013. 

OTHER SUPPORT PROVIDERS

About 4.4 million people provided 
financial support to their parents 
who lived outside their household 
in 2013. The mean annual amount 
of support paid to parents was 
$2,888, totaling to an aggregate 
of $12.7 billion. This accounted 
for, on average, 3.3 percent of the 
providers’ mean family income in 
2013 (Table 2).

Approximately 2.6 million people 
provided financial support to their 
children aged 21 and older who 
lived outside their household in 
2013. The mean annual amount 
of support provided was $7,563, 
amounting to an aggregate total 
of $19.6 billion in support paid. 
On average, this accounted for 
7.4 percent of the mean family 
income for those who provided 
support to their adult children 
living outside their household in 
2013 (Table 3).

About 2.2 million people provided 
financial support to other people 
related to them, besides children 
and parents, who lived outside of 
their household in 2013. The mean 
annual amount of support paid to 
these other relatives was $4,906, 
amounting to $10.6 billion. This 
average amount represented 
approximately 5.8 percent of 
their mean family income in 2013. 
About 68.9 percent of providers 
supported just one relative, 16.3 
percent made financial support 
payments to two relatives, and 
14.9 percent to three or more 
other relatives (Table 4).6

6 The proportion of providers providing 
support to two relatives (16.3 percent) was 
not statistically different from the propor-
tion providing support to three or more 
relatives (14.9 percent).

Figure 2.
Aggregate Financial Support Payments: 2013
(In billions of 2013 dollars)

Note: All data are subject to error arising from a variety of sources, including sampling 
error, nonsampling error, modeling error, and any other sources of error. For further
information on SIPP statistical standards and accuracy, see <www.census.gov
/programs-surveys/sipp/tech-documentation/source-accuracy-statements.html>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2014
Panel, Wave 1, special tabulations for annual aggregate amounts of program receipt. 
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A total of 1.8 million people  
provided financial support to their 
ex-spouses or ex-partners in  
2013, often in the form of alimony 
or spousal support. The mean 
support provided was $9,958,  
creating a total aggregate of $18.3 
billion in payments to ex-spouses 
or ex-partners. The median annual 
support provided was $5,154. The 
vast majority of support providers 
to ex-spouses or ex-partners (93.4 
percent) were male, where the 
average amount paid represented 
12.3 percent of their mean family 
income in 2013. About 5.6 percent 
of all payers made support pay-
ments to two or more ex-spouses 
or ex-partners (Table 5).

Approximately 0.5 million people 
provided financial support to 
other nonrelatives who lived  
outside of their household. The 
mean amount paid ($3,496) 
produced an aggregate of $1.9 
billion in support paid to nonrela-
tives, and on average represented 
4.6 percent of their mean family 
income in 2013. Most providers 
(61.8 percent) supported just one 
nonrelative, 17.4 percent sup-
ported two, and 20.9 percent 
made financial support payments 
to three or more nonrelatives in 
2013 (Table 6).7 

CONTACTS

For further information on the 
source of the data and accuracy of 
the estimates, including standard 
errors and confidence intervals, 
see <www.census.gov/programs 
-surveys/sipp/tech-documentation 
/source-accuracy-statements 
/source-accuracy-statements 
-2014.html> or contact Faith 

7 The proportion of providers providing 
support to two nonrelatives (17.4 percent) 
was not statistically different from the  
proportion providing support to three or 
more nonrelatives (20.9 percent).

Nwaoha-Brown of the Census 
Bureau’s Demographic 
Statistical Methods Division at 
<faith.n.nwaoha.brown@census 
.gov>. For information on the 
content of the report, contact 
Timothy Grall at <timothy 
.scott.grall@census.gov> or 
301-763-3189.

USER COMMENTS

The Census Bureau welcomes the 
comments and advice of users of 
its data and reports. If you have 
any suggestions or comments, 

please contact the SIPP survey 
team at <census.sipp@census 
.gov> or 1-888-245-3076. 

SUGGESTED CITATION

Grall, Timothy, “Support Providers: 
2013,” Current Population Reports, 
P70BR-158, U.S. Census Bureau, 
Washington, DC, 2018.

WHAT IS SIPP?

The Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) is a nation-
ally representative panel survey administered by the Census Bureau 
that collects information on the short-term dynamics of employ-
ment, income, household composition, and eligibility and partici-
pation in government assistance programs. It is a leading source 
of information on specific topics related to economic well-being, 
family dynamics, education, wealth and assets, health insurance, 
child care, and food security. Each SIPP panel follows individuals 
for several years, providing monthly data that measure changes in 
household and family composition and economic circumstances 
over time. For more information, please visit the SIPP Web site at 
<www.census.gov/sipp>.

OTHER CENSUS BUREAU SOURCES OF SUPPORT PAID 
AND RECEIVED

The Census Bureau also collects information about child support 
paid as well as child support received in the Current Population 
Survey (CPS). Detailed information about child support agreements 
and awards, custody and visitation, health care provisions, cash 
and noncash support received are collected in the April CPS—Child 
Support Supplement (CSS). The CPS Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (ASEC) collects information about child support and 
alimony received as income sources, as well as child support paid.

For other support providers, SIPP is the only Census Bureau survey 
that asks detailed questions about relationships indicating to whom 
and how much private support is provided to people outside the 
household.

For additional information about child support statistics collected 
by the Census Bureau, please see <www.census.gov/topics 
/families/child-support.html>.
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