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• Upcoming ACS Data Releases
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• Changes for 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Release

• How to Access ACS Data

• ACS Website

• Q&A

• Accessing Block Group Data Using data.census.gov



ACS Data Release

MEDIA EMBARGO: Tuesday, December 8, 2020

• Embargo at 10 a.m. (EST), Includes 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year estimates:

• 5-Year data products

Press Kit: https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2020/acs-5-year.html

PUBLIC RELEASE: Thursday, December 10, 2020

• Release at 12:01 a.m. (EST), Includes 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year estimates:

• All 5-Year data products 

• Narrative Profile

• API, QuickFacts, My Tribal Area 
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2020/acs-5-year.html


Thursday, December 10th

• Interactive Graphics:

• What can you learn about counties from 
the ACS?

• Median Household Income: 2015-2019

• Percentage of People in Poverty: 2015-
2019

• Percentage of Population 25 Years and 
Over With a Bachelor’s Degree or 
Higher: 2015-2019
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/infographics.html



Upcoming ACS Releases

January 14, 2021

• 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) File 

• 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Variance Replicate Estimates
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2019/release-schedule.html
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The American Community Survey: The Foundation

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local 
statistics on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, 
commuting, education, income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal 
government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (areas w/ population of 65,000+)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (areas w/ population of 20,000+)

• 5-year Estimates (all areas)
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ACS Content
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Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 
Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING



5-Year Geography
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• All geographic areas 
including: Census Tracts & 
Block Groups

• Over 579,000 
geographic areas

• 87 different geography 
summary levels 
available

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs.html



5-Year Estimates

• Describe the characteristics over a specific period of time, not a single 
point in time

• Data are pooled across 60 months, weighted to produce estimates, and 
controlled for age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin

• 5-year estimates are NOT an average of 1-year estimates

• Estimates are based on geographic boundaries (“vintages”) as of the last 
year in the 5-year period 

• Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most recent year for 
the period 
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When to Use 5-Year Estimates?

• No 1-year estimate is available

• Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger than desired

• Analyzing data for small population groups

• Comparing various geographies when one or more of them do not 
receive 1-year estimates
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Comparing 5-Year Estimates

• Only compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 2015-2019 
and 2010-2014)

• Only compare 1-yr estimates to 1-yr and 5-yr estimates to 5-yr 

• Compare across geographies and subpopulations

• Compare percentages, means, medians and rates instead of 
totals whenever possible
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ACS Content Changes Impacting Data 
Products 

Relationship to Householder

• Specific information now collected 
for the following categories:

• Opposite-sex spouse

• Opposite-sex unmarried partner 

• Same-sex spouse

• Same-sex unmarried partner

• Roomer/boarder category deleted

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes.2019.html
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ACS Content Changes Impacting Data 
Products (Continued)

Means of Transportation - Multiple categories updated

2018 categories:

• Bus or trolley bus                

• Streetcar or trolley car (carro publico in 
Puerto Rico) 

• Subway or elevated rail 

• Railroad

• Worked at home

2019 categories:

• Bus

• Subway or elevated rail

• Long-distance train or commuter rail 

• Light rail, streetcar, or trolley (carro público in 
Puerto Rico)

• Worked from home
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes.2019.html



ACS New Tables
Households and Families

• B11008: Cohabiting Couple Households By 
Presence And Age Of Own Children Under 
18 Years

• B11012: Households By Type

Foreign-Born Population

• B05015: Place Of Birth By Year Of Entry For 
The Foreign-Born Population

Quality Measures

• B98003: Unweighted Total Population 
Sample

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-shells.html
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ACS Modified Tables 
Quality Measures

• B98001: Unweighted Housing Unit Sample

• B98002: Unweighted Group Quarters Population 
Sample 

Foreign-Born Population

• B05006: Place Of Birth For The Foreign-born 
Population In The United States

Educational Attainment

• S1501: Educational Attainment

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Modified Tables 
Journey to Work 

Updates to vast majority of tables 
beginning with the following IDs:

• B08 

• B9908

• S08

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Modified Tables 
Households and Families –
family/non-family changes

• B09005: Household Type For Children Under 18 
Years In Households (Excluding Householders, 
Spouses, And Unmarried Partners)

• B09019: Household Type (Including Living Alone) 
By Relationship 

• B09020: Relationship By Household Type 
(Including Living Alone) For The Population 65 
Years And Over

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Modified Tables 
Households and Families – spouse/partner 
changes

• B09019: Household Type (Including Living Alone) 
By Relationship 

• B11009: Coupled Households by Type*

Marital History – spouse/partner changes

• B12504: Median Duration Of Current Marriage 
In Years By Sex By Marital Status For The Married 
Population 15 Years And Over

Fertility – spouse/partner changes

• B13004: Women 15 To 50 Years Who Had A Birth 
In The Past 12 Months By Presence Of Spouse Or 
Unmarried Partner*

*Updated title

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Modified Tables
Table ID 2018 Title 2019 Title

HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES

B11009 Unmarried-Partner Households by Sex of 
Partner

Coupled Households by Type

FERTILITY

B13004 Women 15 to 50 Years Who Had a Birth in the 
Past 12 Months by Marital Status

Women 15 to 50 Years Who Had a Birth in the 
Past 12 Months by Presence of Spouse or 
Unmarried Partner

JOURNEY TO WORK

B08011 Sex Of Workers By Time Leaving Home To Go To 
Work

Sex Of Workers By Time Of Departure To Go To 
Work

B08132 Means Of Transportation To Work By Time
Leaving Home To Go To Work

Means Of Transportation To Work By Time Of 
Departure To Go To Work

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Modified Tables

Table ID 2018 Title 2019 Title

JOURNEY TO WORK (continued)

B08133 Aggregate Travel Time To Work (In Minutes) Of 
Workers By Time Leaving Home To Go To Work

Aggregate Travel Time To Work (In Minutes) Of 
Workers By Time Of Departure To Go To Work

B08302 Time Leaving Home To Go To Work Time Of Departure To Go To Work

B08532 Means Of Transportation To Work By Time 
Arriving At Work From Home For Workplace 
Geography

Means Of Transportation To Work By Time 
Arriving At Work For Workplace Geography

B08602 Time Arriving At Work From Home For 
Workplace Geography

Time Arriving At Work For Workplace 
Geography

B99083 Allocation Of Time Leaving Home To Go To 
Work

Allocation Of Time Of Departure To Go To Work

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html
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ACS Deleted Tables
Sample Counts

• B00001: Unweighted Sample Count Of The 
Population 

• B00002: Unweighted Sample Housing Units 

Relationship

• B09008: Presence Of Unmarried Partner Of 
Householder By Household Type For Children 
Under 18 Years In Households

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2019/5-year.html

24



25

2019 Table Changes

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes.html

• Census.gov/acs→

• Technical 
Documentation→

• Table & Geography 
Changes→

• 2015-2019 ACS 5-
year Estimates
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5-Year Data Products

• Data Profiles (5)

(Social, Economic, Housing, Demographic,

Selected Social Characteristics - Puerto Rico)

• Comparison Profiles (5)

(2015-2019 and 2010-2014)

• Subject Tables (83)

• Detailed Tables (1,136)

• Narrative Profiles

• Data Tools 
(API, QuickFacts, My Tribal Area, Census 
Business Builder)
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-shells.html



data.census.gov

28
census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html



Narrative Profile

29census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/



5-Year Summary File
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html



Application Programming Interface (API)
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census.gov/developers
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/training-presentations/acs-api.html



Data Tool Updates
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census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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ACS Website
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census.gov/acs



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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Data Release Information



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/handbooks.html
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Data User Handbooks and Training Presentations

Currently Available
• All Data Users
• State and Local Government
• Federal
• Congress
• Rural
• Business
• And More

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/training-presentations.html



Technical Documentation
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html



Comparison Guidance
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html



Statistical Testing Tool
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html



Questions?
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Dial *1 for the Operator

After Questions Stay for a Demo: 
Accessing 5-Year Block Group Data in data.census.gov



Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story
41

Your story

Your data details

Your outcome



• Purpose: 
• Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data. 
• Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS data issues and applications

• Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data users

• Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings planned

• Users group website and online community 

• ACS Data Users Conference: May 19-20th (Save the Date!) 

acsdatacommunity.prb.org

42



Webinar Outline

43

• Upcoming ACS Data Releases

• ACS Basics

• Changes for 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Release

• How to Access ACS Data

• ACS Website

• Q&A

• Accessing Block Group Data Using data.census.gov



What is a Block Group?

Census Tract 71, 
King County, WA

Block Group 2, 
Census Tract 71, 
King County, WA

Population of:

Block Group 1 = 2,132

+Block Group 2 = 2,909               
-------------------------------------

Tract 71 = 5,041

census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/about/glossary.html#par_textimage_4
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All Block Groups in a State
Check boxes for “All Block Groups in a state” have not been made compatible with ACS data tables and will result in 
Download Failed error messages.

Use the county-level collections instead (example: All block groups in each of Washington’s 39 counties)

Visit this FAQ for quick links that provide selections for all block groups in a state that work with ACS tables:
ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-6017

56



How Can I Find the Block Group for an Address?

To find the block group or other geographic areas 
associated with a particular address:

• Use the Census Geocoder and reference FAQ 
KCP-5495

ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5495
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https://geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/geographies/address?form
https://ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5495


Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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Stay Connected
data.census.gov Resources page:
census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov.html

Census Academy:
census.gov/data/academy/webinars
/upcoming.html

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


Questions?
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Dial *1 for the Operator



Need Local Stats or Training?

We Can Help!

•Regional Data Staff
• 1-844-275-3282
• census.askdata@census.gov

• State Data Centers

& Census Information Centers 
• census.gov/sdc
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For Further Information

Media Public Information Office

pio@census.gov

301-763-3030

Non-Media Customer Service Center

1-800-923-8282 or
301-763-INFO (4636)

Press Kit    
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Email Alerts 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/
subscriber/new

Website census.gov/acs

Source Us U.S. Census Bureau’s 2015-2019 
American Community Survey

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new


How Did We Do? 
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• Please take a moment to complete our quick evaluation 

Tell us what we could improve AND what we did well! 

*Check the webinar “Chat” box to easily access the link. If you don’t see the Chat box, 
you can find the evaluation linked here:

U.S. Census Bureau's Training Evaluation Form

https://questionweb.com/59212/


Mandatory for Evaluation
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U.S. Census Bureau's Training Evaluation Form

•Organization – Census PIO/ACSO
• City – Suitland, MD
• Date of Training – Dec. 3, 2020
•Name of Training - 2015-2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates
• Type of Event – Presentation 
• Lead Census Presenter – Charles Gamble, Tyson Weister, Leslie Malone

Thank You!

https://questionweb.com/59212/

