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Income in the United States: 2021

INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Census Bureau collects
data and publishes estimates on
income, earnings, and inequality
in order to evaluate national eco-
nomic trends and to understand
their effect on the well-being of
households and individuals.

This report presents estimates

on income in the United States
for calendar year 2021, based

on information collected in

the 2022 and earlier Current
Population Survey Annual Social
and Economic Supplements

(CPS ASEC) conducted by the
Census Bureau.* Estimates for
2020 in this report will not match
those published last year due to
the implementation of the 2020
Census-based population con-
trols. Appendix B provides details.
To adjust for changes in the cost
of living over time, historical
income estimates in this report are
expressed in real or 2021 dollars.!
This inflation adjustment is based
on the Consumer Price Index for
all Urban Consumers Retroactive
Series (R-CPI-U-RS) for 2021 and
earlier years, which measured a
4.7 percent increase in consumer
prices between 2020 and 2021.2
This is the largest annual increase
in the cost-of-living adjustment
since 1990. It is important to note
that this report covers income
estimates for 2021 and prior years

* The Census Bureau reviewed this data
product for unauthorized disclosure of
confidential information and approved the
disclosure avoidance practices applied to
this release CBDRB-FY22-357. All compara-
tive statements have undergone statisti-
cal testing and are statistically significant
at the 90 percent confidence level unless
otherwise noted.

and does not account for changes
in income or inflation that have
occurred more recently in 2022.3

In 2021, Congress passed the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. ARPA provided additional
income to families through a third
round of stimulus payments and
expansions to the Child Tax Credit,
Earned Income Tax Credit, and the
Child and Dependent Care Credit.
The income estimates in the main
sections of this report are based
on the concept of money income,
as measured by the CPS ASEC. It
includes all income received by
each person in the household who
is aged 15 and older, excluding
certain receipts such as capital
gains. Money income is pretax

and does not include stimulus
payments and tax credits such

as those from ARPA. Appendix

A provides a detailed explana-
tion of how income is measured
using the CPS ASEC. For post-tax
household income estimates that
include stimulus payments and tax
credits, refer to Appendix C.

The continued response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, rising infla-
tion, shifts in worker composition,
and other macroeconomic condi-
tions also shaped the experiences
of households in 2021. The pur-
pose of this report is to present
estimates of median household
income, income inequality, worker
earnings, and related measures for
2021 based on data from the CPS
ASEC.

This report begins with a section
on median household income

by select characteristics of the
householder, followed by a section
on income inequality and one on
median earnings and work status.4

This report is released along-
side two other reports focused
on poverty estimates and health
insurance coverage in the United
States. For poverty and health
insurance estimates, refer to
“Poverty in the United States:
2021” and “Health Insurance
Coverage in the United States:
2021.75

Highlights

* Real median household income
was $70,784 in 2021, not statis-
tically different from the 2020
estimate of $71,186 (Figure 1
and Table A-1).

* Based on the money income
Gini index, income inequal-
ity increased by 1.2 percent
between 2020 and 2027; this
represents the first time the
Gini index has shown an annual
increase since 2011 (Figure 3
and Table A-3).

* Between 2020 and 2021, the
change in the number of total
workers was not statistically
significant; however, there was
an increase of about 11.1 million
full-time, year-round workers
(from approximately 106.3 mil-
lion to 117.4 million), suggesting
a shift from working part-time
or part-year in 2020 to full-
time, year-round work in 2021
(Table A-6).

* The real median earnings of
all workers (including part-
time and full-time workers)
increased 4.6 percent between

U.S. Census Bureau
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2020 and 2021, while median
earnings of those who worked
full-time, year-round decreased
4.1 percent (Figure 4).

More information on these topics
can be found in the relevant sec-
tions of this report.

HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

This section focuses on real
median household income by
selected characteristics of the
householder such as race and
Hispanic origin, nativity, region,
and education. The householder is
the person (or one of the people)
in whose name the home is owned
or rented and the person to whom
the relationship of other house-
hold members is recorded. Each
household has one householder,
and those in group quarters are
excluded from the household
population.®

For most demographic character-
istics of the householder shown

in Figure 1, the 2021 real median
household income estimates were
not statistically different from the
2020 estimates. Between 2020
and 2021, declines in median
household income were experi-
enced by nonfamily households,
those with a householder aged 65
and older, those maintained by

a native-born person, and those
with a householder with some
college. The only demographic
group to experience an increase
in median household income
between 2020 and 2021 was
householders with at least a bach-
elor’s degree. More details are
available in the sections below.

All Households

Real median household income
was $70,784 in 2021. This estimate
is not statistically different from
the 2020 estimate of $71,186 and
2.8 percent lower than the 2019
median, the year before the most
recent recession (Figure 1and
Table A-1).” Household income in
2019 was the highest since 1967,
even after adjusting for the effect
of the CPS ASEC survey redesign,
subsequent processing changes,
and nonresponse bias (Figure 2
and Table A-2).8

Type of Household®

The 2021 real median income of
family households was not statisti-
cally different from the 2020 esti-
mate, while nonfamily households
experienced a 1.9 percent decline
over the same period (Figure
1and Table A-1). Among fam-

ily households, married couples
had the highest median income

in 2021 ($106,921), followed by
those maintained by men with no
spouse present ($70,525). Family
households maintained by women
with no spouse present had the
lowest median income ($51,168).

Looking at nonfamily households,
real median household income for
female householders decreased
4.7 percent between 2020 and
2021, while the change for male
householders was not statistically
significant.'®

Race and Hispanic Origin"

Real median household incomes
in 2021 for non-Hispanic Whites,
Blacks, Asians, and Hispanics
were not statistically different

from 2020 (Figure 2 and Table
A-1).2 Among the race groups,
Asian households had the high-
est median income ($101,418) in
2021, followed by non-Hispanic
Whites ($77,999) and Hispanics
($57,981)." Black households
had the lowest median income
($48,297).

The real median incomes of dif-
ferent groups can be compared
by calculating the ratio of the
median income of a specific
group to the median income of
non-Hispanic White households.
For 2021, the ratio of Asian to
non-Hispanic White household
income was 1.30. In other words,
the median Asian household had
a household income 1.30 times
greater than that of the median
non-Hispanic White household.
The ratio of Black to non-Hispanic
White household income was
0.62, while the ratio of Hispanic
to non-Hispanic White household
income was 0.74. None of these
ratios were statistically different
from 2020.

Age of Householder

Real median income in 2021 for
householders under the age of
65 ($80,734) was not statistically
different from the 2020 median.
However, median income for
householders aged 65 and over
declined 2.6 percent between
2020 and 2021 (Figure 1). Table
A-1 provides estimates for a more
detailed set of age categories.
Among the age categories, house-
holders aged 15 to 24 and those
45 to 54 experienced increases
of 5.2 percent and 2.6 percent,
respectively, in their median
household incomes.™

2 Income in the United States: 2021
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Figure 1.

ALL HOUSEHOLDS
Type of Household
Family households
Nonfamily households

Race and Hispanic
Origin of Householder
White
White, not Hispanic
Black
Asian
Hispanic (any race)
Age of Householder
Under 65 years
65 years and older

Nativity of Householder
Native-born
Foreign-born

Region

Northeast

Midwest

South

West

Metropolitan Statistical
Area (MSA) Status
Inside MSA
Inside principal cities
Outside principal cities
OQutside MSA
Educational Attainment
of Householder'
No high school diploma
High school, no college
Some college
Bachelor’s degree or higher

(Households as of March of the following year)

Median Household Income and Percent Change by Selected Characteristics
2021 Median Income Change: 2020 to 2021
@ $70,784 .06/
©591,162 os
®$41,797 -1.0
©$74,262 -1.0 [
@ $77,999 -1.2[ ]
@ $48,297 10.3
@ $101,418 1.8
@ $57,981 -0.1
@ $80,734 10.3
@ $47,620 -2.6
@ $71,522 1.4
® $66,043 115
@$77,472 -2.0
@ $71,129 j 0.9
@ $63,368 15[ ]
@ $79,430 j 0.9
@ $73,823 -1 [:
@ $64,839 1.2 ]
@ $79,599 -0.5 [
@ $53,750 -1.0 [:
® $30,378 -2.4
@ $50,401 j 0.9
@ $64,378 -4.0
$115,456 @ 2.7
B Denotes a statistically
significant change
"Householders aged 25 and older. In 2021, the median household income for this group was $72,046.
Note: Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Margins
of error and other related estimates and notes are available in Table A-1. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Householders aged 45 to 54
($97,089) had the highest median
income in 2021, followed by
householders aged 35 to 44
($90,312), 55 to 64 ($75,842),

25 to 34 ($74,862), and 15 to 24
($51,645).”* Householders aged 65
and over ($47,620) had the lowest
median incomes.

Nativity's

Between 2020 and 2021, real
median income of households
maintained by a native-born
person declined 1.4 percent, while

U.S. Census Bureau
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Figure 2.

Real Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1967 to 2021

(Households as of March of the following year)

2021 R-CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars Recession
110,000
100,000 /\z $101,418
90,000
80,000 Asion S| $77,999
oo M J\ $70,784
White, not Hispanic
60,000 /| $57,981
All races
50,000 48,297
Hispanic (any race)W V ams $48,
40,000
30,000 Black
20,000
10,000
o T O O O A A
1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2021

Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Refer to Table A-2 for historical

race footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. Median household income data
are not available prior to 1967. More information on the R-CPI-U-RS dollar adjustment and recessions is available in
Appendix A. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available

at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements

(CPS ASECQC).

the median income of households
maintained by a foreign-born
person was not statistically differ-
ent from 2020 (Figure 1 and Table
A-1). The foreign-born can be clas-
sified into two categories:

those who are naturalized

U.S. citizens and those who are
not U.S. citizens. Neither group
experienced a statistically sig-
nificant change in their median
household income between 2020
and 2021.”7

Households maintained by natu-
ralized citizens had the highest
median household income in 2021
($74,150), followed by native-
born householders ($71,522).
Households maintained by non-
citizens had the lowest median
household income ($57,132).

Region'™

Median incomes were highest

in the West ($79,430) and the
Northeast ($77,472), followed

by the Midwest ($71,129) and the
South ($63,368)." None of the
regions experienced a statisti-
cally significant change in median
household income between 2020
and 2021 (Figure 1and Table
A_1).20

Residence?

In 2021, households inside met-
ropolitan statistical areas (MSASs)
but outside principal cities had
the highest median income
($79,599), followed by households
inside principal cities ($64,839).
Households outside metropoli-
tan areas had the lowest median

income ($53,750). The 2021 real
median incomes of households for
all categories of MSAs available in
Table A-1 were not statistically dif-
ferent from their respective 2020
incomes.??

Educational Attainment

This section pertains to house-
holders aged 25 and over. From
2020 to 2021, real median house-
hold income increased 2.7 percent
for householders with at least a
bachelor’s degree and declined
4.0 percent for those with some
college. The 2021 real median
incomes of householders with no
high school diploma and those
with a high school diploma but no
college were not statistically dif-
ferent from their respective 2020

4 Income in the United States: 2021
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median incomes (Figure 1 and
Table A-1).24

Householders with more educa-
tion had higher income. In 2021,
households maintained by some-
one with at least a bachelor’s
degree had the highest median
income ($115,456), followed by
those with some college ($64,378)
and those with a high school
diploma ($50,401). Householders
aged 25 and over with no high
school diploma had the lowest
median income ($30,378).

The median household income of
different education groups can be
compared by calculating the ratio
of the median income of a specific
group to the median income of
householders with no high school
diploma. For 2021, the ratio for
householders with a bachelor’s
degree or higher was 3.8, meaning
that householders with a bache-
lor’s degree or higher had median
incomes 3.8 times greater than
householders with no high school
diploma. The ratio for household-
ers with some college was 2.1,
while the ratio for householders
with a high school diploma but

no college was 1.7. The 2021 ratio
for householders with at least a
bachelor’s degree was higher than
their 2020 ratio of 3.6, while the
differences in the ratios from 2020
were not statistically significant
for those with some college and
those with a high school diploma.

INCOME INEQUALITY

While the median represents

the mid-point of the household
income distribution, other points
along the distribution provide
additional information on how
income is changing for those
above and below the median.
Income inequality refers to how
evenly income or income growth

is distributed across the popula-
tion; higher income inequality
represents less equal income
distribution or growth. The
Census Bureau reports various
measures of income inequality:
(D the Gini index, (2) the ratio

of income percentiles, (3) the
shares of aggregate household
income by quintiles, (4) the Theil
index, (5) the mean logarithmic
deviation of income (MLD), and
(6) the Atkinson measures. This
section focuses on the first three
measures pertaining to money
income and equivalence-adjusted
income, which are defined below
and shown in Table A-3 and Figure
3. Historical estimates for all six
summary measures of money
income inequality are available
in Table A-4a and Table A-4b,
and corresponding estimates for
equivalence-adjusted income are
available in Table A-5. Post-tax
income inequality estimates are
available in Tables C-3 and C-4.

Money Income Inequality

The Gini index is a statistical mea-
sure of income inequality ranging
from 0.0 to 1.0. It measures the
amount that any two incomes dif-
fer, on average, relative to mean
income. It is a natural indicator

of how far apart or “spread out”
incomes are from one another.

A value of 0.0 represents per-
fect equality, and a value of 1.0
indicates total inequality. Based
on the money income Gini index,
income inequality increased by 1.2
percent between 2020 and 2021
(from 0.488 to 0.494); this repre-
sents the first time the Gini index
has shown an annual increase
since 2011.2%

An increase in the Gini index
indicates that the distribution
of income is becoming more

unequal, but it does not offer
insight into whether the top of
the distribution is increasing dis-
proportionally compared to the
middle of the distribution (“upper-
tail” inequality) or if the middle

of the distribution is gaining

more compared to the lower end
(“lower-tail” inequality). Percentile
income ratios, particularly of the
90th, 50th, and 10th percentiles
of the overall income distribution,
are widely used to provide addi-
tional information on observed
changes in income inequality.?®
The ratio of the 90th to 10th
percentile increased from 12.90

in 2020 to 13.53 in 2021, meaning
income at the 90th percentile was
13.53 times higher than income at
the 10th percentile, an increase of
4.9 percent. The ratio of the 50th
to 10th percentile (“lower-tail”
inequality) increased 4.0 percent,
from 4.34 in 2020 to 4.52 in 2021,
while the ratio of the 90th to 50th
percentile (“upper-tail” inequality)
was not significantly different over
this period.?” Specifically, house-
hold income decreased 4.4 per-
cent at the 10th percentile limit,
while the change in income at the
90th percentile limit was not sta-
tistically significant between 2020
and 2021.28 This indicates that
declines in income at the bottom
of the income distribution may be
contributing to the increase in the
Gini index.

The quintile shares of aggregate
household income provide addi-
tional information about how
income is distributed across the
population. A quintile is one of five
equal groups ranked by income
from lowest to highest, so that 20
percent of all households are in
each group. In 2021, households
in the lowest quintile received

2.9 percent of aggregate house-
hold income, while households

U.S. Census Bureau
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Figure 3.

Income Distribution Measures and Percent Change Using Money Income

and Equivalence-Adjusted Income

MONEY INCOME

Shares of Aggregate 2020'
Income by Percentile

Lowest quintile 3.0

Second quintile 8.2

Third quintile 14.0

Fourth quintile 22.6

Highest quintile 52.2
Top 5 percent 23.0

Summary Measures
Gini index of

income inequality 0.488
Income percentile ratios:
90th/10th 12.90
90th/50th 2.97
50th/10th 4.34

EQUIVALENCE-ADJUSTED INCOME

Shares of Aggregate
Income by Percentile

Lowest quintile 3.4
Second quintile 8.9
Third quintile 14.5
Fourth quintile 22.4
Highest quintile 50.8

Top 5 percent 22.5

Summary Measures
Gini index of

income inequality 0.469
Income percentile ratios:
90th/10th 10.73
90th/50th 2.80
50th/10th 3.83

" Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.

2021

2.9
8.0
13.9
22.6
52.7
23.5

0.494

13.53
2.99
4.52

3.3
8.8
14.4
22.3
51.2
23.0

0.474

10.89
2.81
3.88

-3.6

Percent Change: 2020 to 2021

-1.7
10|
0.2 ]
—Jo.8
22

1.2

0.8

20 ]
0.7 |
-0.6[ |
-0.8[ |

| ]os
- ]20

109
115

0.1
1.3

B Denotes a statistically
significant change

4.9

4.0

Note: Percent change estimate may be different due to rounded components. Statistically significant indicates the change is
statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Margins of error and other related estimates are available in

Table A-3. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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in the highest quintile received
52.7 percent of aggregate house-
hold income. Within the high-

est quintile, the top 5 percent of
households received 23.5 percent
of aggregate household income.
The share of aggregate household
income decreased in the low-

est quintile (from 3.0 percent to
2.9 percent) and in the second
quintile (from 8.2 percent to 8.0
percent) between 2020 and 2021.
The changes in the other quintiles
were not statistically significant.

In 2021, households in the lowest
quintile had incomes of $28,007
or less. Households in the sec-
ond quintile had incomes from
$28,008 to $55,000, those in

the third quintile had incomes
from $55,001 to $89,744, and
those in the fourth quintile had
incomes from $89,745 to $149,131.
Households in the highest quintile
had incomes of $149,132 or more.
The top 5 percent of households
in the income distribution had
incomes of $286,305 or more.
Table A-4a provides the income
limits for each decile and house-
hold income ratios at selected
percentiles for income years 1967
to 2021. Table A-4b provides
quintile measures, as well as the
Gini index, MLD, Theil index, and
Atkinson measures, for income
years 1967 to 2021.

Equivalence-Adjusted Income
Inequality

Another way to measure income
inequality is to replace money
income with an equivalence-
adjusted income estimate that
takes into consideration the
number of people living in the
household and how those people
share resources and benefit from
economies of scale. For example,

the distribution based on money
income treats a household income
of $30,000 the same, regardless
of whether one person or four
people live in the household. In
contrast, the equivalence-adjusted
income would be the same for a
single-person household with an
income of $30,000 and a house-
hold with two married adults and
two children and an income of
nearly $65,000. The equivalence
adjustment used here is based on
the equivalence scale used in the
Supplemental Poverty Measure
(SPM).?° This section presents

the same inequality measures as
the prior section but using equiv-
alence-adjusted income. These
equivalence-adjusted income
inequality measures are located in
Table A-3 and Figure 3.

For both 2020 and 2021, the Gini
index was lower when based on
an equivalence-adjusted income
estimate (0.469 in 2020 and 0.474
in 2021) than on the traditional
money-income estimate (0.488 in
2020 and 0.494 in 2021), suggest-
ing a more equal income distribu-
tion when household composition
is taken into account. Generally,
the income shares in the lowest,
second, and third quintiles are
higher with equivalence-adjusted
income than money income,
while the reverse is true for the
fourth and highest quintiles. This
redistribution reflects the higher
concentration of single-person
households and smaller house-
hold sizes at the lower end of

the income distribution. While
the money income Gini index
increased between 2020 and
2021, the change in the equiva-
lence-adjusted Gini index was not
statistically significant.

Based on equivalence-adjusted
income, changes in inequality
between 2020 and 2021 were not
statistically significant as mea-
sured by the shares of aggregate
income and the ratios of income
percentiles (Table A-3). Table
A-5 shows equivalence-adjusted
measures of the income distribu-
tion, as well as the Gini index,
MLD, Theil index, and Atkinson
measures, for income years 1967
to 2021.

EARNINGS AND WORK
STATUS

This section presents median
earnings and work status for
individuals aged 15 and older with
earnings. Earnings are the sum of
wage and salary income and non-
farm and farm self-employment
income (gross receipts minus
expenses), comprising 78 per-
cent of aggregate total income.
Unemployment insurance pay-
ments are not included in earn-
ings. Total workers (also referred
to as “all workers”) include both
part-time and full-time workers.
A full-time, year-round worker is
a person who worked at least 35
hours per week (full-time) and at
least 50 weeks per year (year-
round).3° As with median house-
hold income, earnings estimates
are expressed in real or con-
stant dollar terms, meaning that
median earnings estimates for
2020 are inflation-adjusted by 4.7
percent to 2021 dollars. Year-to-
year percent changes reflect this
adjustment.®

Total and Full-Time, Year-Round
Workers

Between 2020 and 2021, the
change in the number of total
workers was not statistically

U.S. Census Bureau
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Figure 4.

Total Workers
Men

Women

Full-Time, Year-Round
Workers

Men

Women

$39,201 @

Median Earnings and Percent Change by Work Status and Sex

(People 15 years and older with earnings as of March of the following year)

2021 Median Earnings

$45,470 @
$50,983 @

@ $56,473

@® $61,180

@ $51,226

Change: 2020 to 2021

4.6

M Denotes a statistically
significant change

Note: Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Margins of error
and other related estimates and notes are available in Table A-6. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling
error, and definitions is available at <https:/www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

significant; however, there was an
increase of about 11.1 million full-
time, year-round workers (from
approximately 106.3 million to
117.4 million), suggesting a shift
from working part-time or part-
year in 2020 to full-time, year-
round work in 2021.32 The increase
in the number of full-time, year-
round workers corresponds with
an increase of 4.6 percent in the
real median earnings of all work-
ers between 2020 and 2021.
Conversely, the 2021 real median
earnings of those who worked

full-time, year-round decreased 4.1
percent from 2020. This decline in
median earnings may reflect both
the effects of inflation surpassing
nominal gains in earnings as well
as the addition of full-time jobs

in the lower half of the earnings
distribution.

Workers by Sex

Looking at the details of median
earnings and worker composition
by sex can add more context to the
annual changes experienced by the
total working population. The 2021

median earnings among all work-
ers increased 4.6 percent from
2020, but the increase was not
experienced equally by men and
women. The 2021 median earnings
of working women increased 4.5
percent from their 2020 median,
while the change for their male
counterparts was not statistically
significant (Figure 4 and Table
A-6).3% Between 2020 and 2021,
the changes in the number of male
and female workers were not sta-
tistically significant.
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Figure 5.

1967 to 2021

Total and Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 15 Years and Older With Earnings by Sex:

(People with earnings as of March of the following year)

Numbers in millions Recession
100
90 88.9 million
80 79.1 million
70
66.4 million
60
Male workers
50 51.0 million
Male full-time,
year-round workers
40 N
30 Female workers
20
Female full-time,
10
year-round workers
[0 3 1 e e e e e e e e e e e v v O O O I |

1959 1965 1970 1975

(CPS ASEQ).

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Note: Refer to Table A-7 for historical footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.
Data on earnings of full-time, year-round workers are not readily available before 1960. Data are for people aged 14
and older for years prior to 1980. More information on recessions is available in Appendix A. Information on
confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at
<https:/www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements

2005 2010 2015 2021

Consistent with the findings for

all full-time, year-round workers,
median earnings of men ($61,180)
and women ($51,226) who worked
full-time, year-round decreased
by 4.7 percent and 4.0 percent,
respectively, between 2020 and
2021 (Figure 4 and Table A-6).34

The number of male full-time,
year-round workers increased by
about 6.1 million between 2020
and 2021, while the increase in
the number of their female coun-
terparts was approximately 5.0
million (Figure 5 and Table A-6).
In 2021, the share of men working

full-time, year-round increased 9.7
percent from the 2020 estimate of
68.0 percent to 74.6 percent. The

share of women working full-time,
year-round increased 11.4 percent

from 57.9 percent in 2020 to 64.5

percent in 2021.
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Figure 6.
Female-to-Male Earnings Ratio and Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers
15 Years and Older by Sex: 1960 to 2021

(People as of March of the following year)

Ratio in percent Recession

100
90
80
70
60
50

Female-to-male earnings ratio 83.7 percent

Earnings in thousands (2021 R-CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

80

Earnings of men

60 o _—""~!$61,180

____""~|$51,226

40 e

/ Earnings of women

20

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2021

Notes: Refer to Table A-7 for historical footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.
Data on earnings of full-time, year-round workers are not readily available before 1960. Data are for people aged 14 and
older for years prior to 1980. More information on the R-CPI-U-RS dollar adjustment and recessions is available in
Appendix A. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements
(CPS ASECQC).

SUMMARY was accompanied by an increase
in real median earnings among
all workers and, conversely, a
decrease in median earnings for
full-time, year-round workers.
The decline in real median earn-
ings among full-time, year-round
workers between 2020 and 2021
may reflect the addition of full-
time jobs in the lower half of the
earnings distribution, the effects
of inflation surpassing nominal

The female-to-male earnings ratio
compares the median earnings of
women working full-time, year-
round to the median earnings of
men working full-time, year-round.
The 2021 female-to-male earn-
ings ratio was 0.837, not statisti-
cally different from the 2020 ratio
(0.831). The last time the female-
to-male earnings ratio experi-
enced a statistically significant
annual change was in 2016 (Figure

This report provides estimates

of household income, income
inequality, and worker earnings in
the United States for 2021. Overall,
real median household income in
2021 was not statistically differ-
ent from 2020, although income
inequality increased due to
declines in income at the bot-
tom of the income distribution as
measured by the Gini index and

6 and Table A-7). For historical
statistics from 1960 to 2021 on
median earnings and number of
workers by sex, refer to Table A-7.

percentile ratios. In 2021, there
was a shift from individuals work-
ing part-time or part-year to full-
time, year-round work. This shift

gains in earnings, or other factors.
Further analysis of the data would
be necessary to know how these
and other factors affected the
earnings estimates.
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ENDNOTES

1“Real” refers to income after adjusting
for inflation.

2 The R-CPI-U-RS is provided by the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). In
2021, BLS renamed the Consumer Price
Index Research Series (CPI-U-RS), the
Retroactive Series (R-CPI-U-RS). More
information on the R-CPI-U-RS and the
index values for 1947 to 2021 are available
in Appendix A. For an in-depth discussion
of the effects of using different inflation
indexes on household income estimates
and information on a proposed change
to the index used in this report, refer to
Appendix D.

3 For more information on the 2021
inflation-adjustment, refer to “How
Inflation Affects the Census Bureau’s
Income and Earnings Estimates,” at <www.
census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-
samplings/2022/09/inflation-income-and-
earnings-estimates.html>.

4 Median income is the amount that
divides the income distribution into two
equal groups, one-half having incomes
above the median, one-half having incomes
below the median. Calculated differences
throughout this report may differ due to
rounding.

5 Creamer, John, Emily A. Shrider, Kalee
Burns, and Frances Chen, “Poverty in the
United States: 2021,” Current Population
Reports, P60-277, U.S. Census Bureau,
Washington, DC, September 2022, <www.
census.goV/library/publications/2022/
demo/p60-277.html> and Keisler-Starkey,
Katherine and Lisa N. Bunch, “Health
Insurance in the United States: 2021,”
Current Population Reports, P60-278,

U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, DC,
September 2022, <https://www.census.
gov/library/publications/2022/demo/p60-
278.html>.

6 |f a married couple owns the home
jointly, either spouse may be listed as the
householder.

7 Refer to Appendix A for informa-
tion on business cycles and recessions
as defined by the National Bureau of
Economic Research. For more information
on changes in household income during
previous recessions, refer to DeNavas-
Walt, Carmen, Bernadette D. Proctor, and
Jessica C. Smith, “Income, Poverty, and
Health Insurance Coverage in the United
States: 2008,” Current Population Reports,
P60-236, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington,
DC, September 2009, <www.census.gov/
prod/2009pubs/p60-236.pdf>.

& For more information on historical
income comparisons across the recent
survey redesigns, refer to “Was Household
Income the Highest Ever in 2019?” at
<www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/09/
was-household-income-the-highest-ever-
in-2019.html>.

° A family household is a household
maintained by a householder who is related
to at least one other person in the house-
hold by birth, marriage, or adoption and
includes any unrelated individuals who
reside there. Married-couple households
include both opposite-sex and same-sex
couples. A nonfamily household is a house-
holder living alone (a one-person house-
hold) or sharing the home exclusively with
nonrelatives.

° The difference between the 2020-
2021 percent change in median income of
nonfamily households and those main-
tained by male householders was not statis-
tically significant.

" Federal surveys give respondents the
option of reporting more than one race.
Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race
group are possible. A group, such as Asian,
may be defined as those who reported
Asian and no other race (the race-alone
or single-race concept) or as those who
reported Asian regardless of whether they
also reported another race (the race-alone-
or-in-combination concept). The body
of this report (text and figures) provides
data using the first approach (race alone).
The appendix tables provide data using
both approaches. Use of the single-race
population does not imply that it is the
preferred method of presenting or analyz-
ing data. The Census Bureau uses a variety
of approaches. In this report, the terms
“White, not Hispanic” and “non-Hispanic
White” are used interchangeably and refer
to people who are not Hispanic and who
reported White and no other race. This
report uses non-Hispanic Whites as the
comparison group for other race groups
and Hispanics.

Since Hispanics may be any race, data in
this report for Hispanics overlap with data
for race groups. Of those who reported
only one race, being Hispanic was reported
by 16.6 percent of White householders,

5.6 percent of Black householders, and 2.9
percent of Asian householders.

Data users should exercise caution when
interpreting aggregate results for the
Hispanic population or for race groups
because these populations consist of many
distinct groups that differ in socioeconomic
characteristics, culture, and nativity. Data
were first collected for Hispanics in 1972
and for Asians and Pacific Islanders in 1987.
More information is available at <www.
census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.htmli>.

2 The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in household median
income for the race groups were not statis-
tically significant.

* The small sample size of the Asian
population and the fact that the CPS ASEC
does not use separate population controls
for weighting the Asian sample to national
totals contribute to the large variances
surrounding estimates for this group. The
American Community Survey, based on a
much larger sample of the population, is a
better source for estimating and identify-
ing changes for small subgroups of the
population.

' The following differences between
the 2020-2021 percent changes in median
household income were not statistically sig-
nificant: householders under the age of 65
and each age category of households aged
25 to 54; householders aged 15 to 24 and
each age category of householders aged
25 to 54; householders aged 25 to 34 and
each age category 35 and older; house-
holders aged 35 to 44 and every other age
category; and householders aged 55 to 64
and those over the age of 65.

'® The difference between the 2021
median household income for householders
aged 25 to 34 and those aged 55 to 64 was
not statistically significant.

'® Native-born households are those
in which the householder was born in the
United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Island
Areas of Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa,
the Virgin Islands of the United States, or a
foreign country but had at least one parent
who was a U.S. citizen. All other households
are considered foreign-born regardless
of the date of entry into the United States
or citizenship status. The CPS does not
interview households in Puerto Rico. Of all
householders, 84.4 percent were native-
born; 8.6 percent were foreign-born,
naturalized citizens; and 6.9 percent were
not U.S. citizens.

7 The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in median household
income by nativity of the householder were
not statistically significant.

'® The Northeast region includes
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,

New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
The Midwest region includes lllinois,
Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, and Wisconsin. The South
region includes Alabama, Arkansas,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia. The West
region includes Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington,
and Wyoming.
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¥ The difference in 2021 median house-
hold incomes for the Northeast and the
West was not statistically significant.

20 The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in median household
income for the regions were not statistically
significant.

21 The definitions of metropolitan statis-
tical areas and principal cities are available
at <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
metro-micro/about.html>.

22 The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in median household
incomes for all categories of metropoli-
tan statistical areas were not statistically
significant.

2% Information on educational
attainment in the CPS ASEC is available
at <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
cps/technical-documentation/subject-
definitions.html#educationalattainment>.
Those with an associate degree are
included in the “some college” category.

24 The 2020-2021 percent change in
median household income for all house-
holders aged 25 and over declined 1.3
percent, not statistically different from the
2020-2021 percent changes for household-
ers with no high school diploma and those
with a high school diploma but no college.
The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in median household
income for householders with no high
school diploma were not statistically signifi-
cant from either those with a high school
diploma or those with some college. The
difference between the 2020-2021 percent
change in median household income for

householders with a high school diploma
but no college and those with at least a
bachelor’s degree was not statistically
significant.

25 Money income is the baseline measure
of income in this report. Money income is
calculated pretax; refer to Appendix A for
a detailed list of all income components.
For inequality estimates based on post-tax
income, refer to Appendix C.

26 Wimer, Christopher, Zachary
Parolin, Amy Fenton, Liana Fox, and
Christopher Jencks, “The Direct Effect
of Taxes and Transfers on Changes in
the U.S. Income Distribution, 1967-2015,”
Demography, August 24, 2020, <https://
read.dukeupress.edu/demography/
article/57/5/1833/168378/The-Direct-
Effect-of-Taxes-and-Transfers-on>,
accessed on June 21, 2022.

2’ The difference between the 2020-
2021 percent changes in the ratios of the
90th- to 10th-percentile and the 50th-
to 10th-percentile was not statistically
significant.

28 The differences among the 2020-2021
percent changes in household income at
each percentile limit were not statistically
significant.

29 For more details on the three-
parameter equivalence scale, refer to
Creamer, John, Emily A. Shrider, Kalee
Burns, and Frances Chen, “Poverty in the
United States: 2021,” Current Population
Reports, P60-277, U.S. Census Bureau,
Washington, DC, September 2022, <www.
census.gov/library/publications/2022/
demo/p60-277.html>.

30 For school personnel, summer vaca-
tion is counted as weeks worked if they
are scheduled to return to their job in the
fall. For more detailed information on work
experience, refer to Table PINC-05, “Work
Experience in 2021—People 15 Years Old
and Over by Total Money Earnings in 2021,
Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, and Sex” at
<www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/
demo/income-poverty/cps-pinc/pinc-05.
html>.

31 The index used in this report to
inflation-adjust is Consumer Price Index
for all Urban Consumers Retroactive Series
(R-CPI-U-RS); more information and histori-
cal index values are available in Appendix A.

32 Estimates for counts of workers in
2020 and 2021 are based on 2020 Census
population controls and not directly com-
parable to estimates for 2019, which were
2010 Census-based. Refer to Appendix
B for more information on the change in
population controls.

33 The differences between the 2020-
2021 percent changes in median earnings
for all workers and working females with
earnings were not statistically significant.

34 The following differences between
the 2020-2021 percent changes in median
earnings were not statistically significant:
all full-time, year-round workers and female
full-time, year-round workers; and male
full-time, year-round workers and female
full-time, year-round workers.
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APPENDIX A. ESTIMATES OF INCOME

How Income Is Measured

For each person 15 years and
older in the sample, the Current
Population Survey Annual Social
and Economic Supplement (CPS
ASEC) asks questions on the
amount of money income received
in the preceding calendar year
from each of the following sources.
Earnings

Unemployment compensation
Workers’ compensation

Social Security

Supplemental Security Income
Public assistance

Veterans’ payments

Survivor benefits

Disability benefits

©® N OO AW =

o)

. Pension or retirement income

_
pury

. Interest
. Dividends

. Rents, royalties, and estates and
trusts

—_
wWN

14. Educational assistance
15. Alimony
16. Child support

17. Financial assistance from out-
side of the household

18. Other income

Data on income collected in the
CPS ASEC by the U.S. Census
Bureau cover money income
received (exclusive of certain
money receipts such as capital
gains) before payments for per-
sonal income taxes, Social Security,
union dues, Medicare deductions,
etc. Money income also excludes
tax credits such as the Earned
Income Tax Credit, the Child Tax
Credit, and special COVID-19-
related stimulus payments. Money
income does not reflect that some
families receive noncash benefits

Business Cycles—Recessions

Peak month Year Trough month Year
November 1948 October 1949
July 1953 May 1954
August 1957 April 1958
April 1960 February 1961
December 1969 November 1970
November 1973 March 1975
January 1980 July 1980
July 1981 November 1982
July 1990 March 1991
March 2001 November 2001
December 2007 June 2009
February 2020 April 2020

Source: National Bureau of Economic Research, <www.nber.org/research/
data/us-business-cycle-expansions-and-contractions>.

such as Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance/food stamps, health
benefits, and subsidized housing.
In addition, money income does
not reflect the fact that noncash
benefits often take the form of the
use of business transportation and
facilities, full or partial payments
by business for retirement pro-
grams, or medical and educational
expenses.

The income of the household does
not include amounts received by
people who were members during
all or part of the previous year if
these people no longer resided in
the household at the time of the
interview. However, the CPS ASEC
includes income data for people
who are current residents but did
not reside in the household dur-
ing the previous year. It should be
noted that although the income
statistics refer to receipts during
the preceding calendar year, the
demographic characteristics, such
as age, labor force status, and

household composition, are as of
the survey date.

Data users should consider these
elements when comparing income
levels. Moreover, readers should

be aware that for many differ-

ent reasons there is a tendency in
household surveys for respondents
to underreport their income. Based
on an analysis of independently
derived income estimates, the
Census Bureau determined that
respondents report income earned
from wages or salaries more
accurately than other sources of
income, and that the reported
wage and salary income is nearly
equal to independent estimates of
aggregate income.

Business Cycles—Recessions

Business cycle peaks and troughs
used to delineate the begin-

ning and end of recessions, as
shown in the text box “Business
Cycles—Recessions,” are deter-
mined by the National Bureau
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of Economic Research (NBER),

a private research organization.
The data points in the time series
figures in this report use July as a
reference. According to the NBER
chronology, the most recent peak
occurred in February 2020. The
most recent trough occurred in
April 2020. More information on
business cycle dating is avail-
able at <www.nber.org/research/
business-cycle-dating>.

Cost-of-Living Adjustment

To accurately assess changes in
income and earnings over time, an
adjustment for changes in the cost
of living is required. This report
and other data products, such as
tables and figures based on the
CPS ASEC, use the Consumer Price
Index Retroactive Series for all
Urban Consumers All Items (R-CPI-
U-RS), provided by the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS) for 1978
through 2021, to adjust for changes
in the cost of living. The R-CPI-
U-RS was formerly known as the
Consumer Price Index Research
Series (CPI-U-RS). For years prior
to 1978, the Census Bureau used
estimates provided by BLS from the
CPI-U-X1 series. The CPI-U-X1is an
experimental series that preceded
the R-CPI-U-RS and estimates the
inflation rate in the Consumer Price
Index for all Urban Consumers
(CPI-U) when applying the current
rental equivalence method of mea-
suring the cost of homeownership
for years prior to 1983. The index
used to make the constant dollar
conversions in the main body of
this report is shown in the text box
“Annual Average Consumer Price
Index Retroactive Series (R-CPI-
U-RS) Using Current Methods All
ltems: 1947 to 2021.” Appendix D
discusses alternative price indexes
and how they would affect esti-
mates of income over time includ-
ing a proposal to change the index
used in this report to make histori-
cal income adjustments.

Annual Average and Annual Percent Change of the Consumer Price
Index Retroactive Series (R-CPI-U-RS) Using Current Methods All
Items: 1947 to 2021

R-CPI-U-RS’ R-CPI-U-RS’
Income index | Percentage| Income index | Percentage
year (December |change from year (December |change from
1977 =100) year prior 1977 =100) year prior
1947 ..... 37.5 X 11985..... 165.7 3.4
1948 ... .. 40.5 8.0 |1986..... 168.6 1.8
1949..... 40.0 -1.2 11987 ..... 174.4 3.4
1950..... 40.5 1.3]1988..... 180.7 3.6
1951..... 43.7 7.9 [1989..... 188.6 4.4
1952 ..... 44.5 1.8 [1990..... 197.9 4.9
1953 ..... 44.8 0.7 [1991..... 205.1 3.6
1954 ... .. 45.2 0.9 [1992..... 210.2 2.5
1955..... 45.0 -0.4 [1993..... 215.5 2.5
1956..... 45.7 1.6 [1994..... 220.0 2.1
1957 ..... 47.2 3.3 11995..... 225.3 2.4
1958..... 48.5 2.8 1199 ..... 231.3 2.7
1959 ..... 48.9 0.8 11997 ..... 236.3 2.2
1960..... 49.7 1.6 [1998..... 239.5 1.4
1961..... 50.2 1.0 [1999..... 244.6 2.1
1962 ..... 50.7 1.0 | 2000..... 252.9 3.4
1963 ..... 51.4 1.4 {2001..... 260.1 2.8
1964 ... .. 52.1 1.4 12002..... 264.2 1.6
1965..... 52.9 1.5 [ 2003..... 270.2 2.3
1966..... 54.4 2.8 12004 ..... 277.5 2.7
1967 ..... 56.1 3.1 |2005..... 286.9 3.4
1968..... 58.3 3.9 |2006..... 296.2 3.2
1969 ..... 60.9 4.5 [ 2007 ..... 304.6 2.8
1970..... 63.9 4.9 12008..... 316.3 3.8
1971 ..... 66.7 4.4 | 2009..... 315.2 -0.3
1972..... 68.7 3.0 |2010..... 320.4 1.6
1973..... 73.0 6.3 |2011..... 330.5 3.2
1974 ..... 80.3 10.0 [ 2012..... 337.5 2.1
1975..... 86.9 8.2 |2013..... 342.5 1.5
1976 ..... 91.9 58 (2014 ..... 348.3 1.7
1977 ..... 97.7 6.3 |2015..... 348.9 0.2
1978 ..... 104.4 6.9 |2016..... 353.4 1.3
1979 ..... 114.3 9.5 2017 ..... 361.0 2.2
1980..... 127.1 11.2 | 2018..... 369.8 2.4
1981..... 139.1 9.4 |2019..... 376.5 1.8
1982..... 147.5 6.0 [ 2020..... 381.2 1.2
1983 ..... 153.8 4.3 12021..... 399.0 4.7
1984 . .... 160.2 4.2

X Not applicable.

'The U.S. Census Bureau uses the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ (BLS) Consumer Price Index
for all Urban Consumers Retroactive Series (R-CPI-U-RS) for 1978 through 2021. In 2021, BLS
renamed the Research Series (CPI-U-RS) the Retroactive Series. For 1967 to 1977, the Census
Bureau uses estimates provided by BLS from the CPI-U-X1 series. The CPI-U-X1 is an experi-
mental series that preceded the CPI-U-RS and estimates the inflation rate in the CPI-U when
applying the current rental equivalence method of measuring the cost of homeownership
for years prior to 1983. The Census Bureau derived the R-CPI-U-RS for years before 1967 by
applying the 1967 R-CPI-U-RS-to-CPI-U ratio to the 1947 to 1966 CPI-U.

Note: Data users can compute the percentage changes in prices between earlier years’
data and 2021 data by dividing the annual average R-CPI-U-RS for 2021 by the annual aver-
age for the earlier year(s). More information on the R-CPI-U-RS is available at <www.bls.gov/
cpi/research-series/r-cpi-u-rs-home.htm>.
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Table A-1.
Income Summary Measures by Selected Characteristics: 2020 and 2021

(Income in 2021 dollars, adjusted using the R-CPI-U-RS. Households as of March of the following year. Information on
confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https:/www2.census.gov/
programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>)

2020' 2021 Percent change in

Median income Median income real median income

Characteristic Number (dollars) Number (dollars) (2021 less 2020)*
(thou- Margin of (thou- Margin of Margin of

sands)| Estimate|error? (£) sands)| Estimate|error? (£)| Estimate|error? ()

HOUSEHOLDS

Allhouseholds ...................... 129,244 71,186 921 131,202 70,784 605 -0.6 1.31

Type of Household

Family households. ...................... 83,711 90,722 894 84,265 91,162 787 0.5 1.15
Married-couple. .......... ... ... ... ... 61,288| 106,582 891 61,435| 106,921 937 0.3 1.09
Female householder, no spouse present. . 15,461 51,554 1,515 15,618 51,168 925 -0.7 3.10
Male householder, no spouse present. ... 6,963 70,478 2,458 7,212 70,525 1,904 0.1 4.09

Nonfamily households ................... 45,533 42,607 676 46,937 41,797 590 *-1.9 1.75
Female householder . .................. 23,859 37,516 712 24,221 35,737 811 *-4.7 2.49
Male householder...................... 21,674 49,625 1,329 22,716 49,466 1,467 -0.3 3.42

Race? and Hispanic Origin of Householder

White . ... .. 100,931 74,978 771| 102,057 74,262 912 -1.0 1.30
White, not Hispanic.................... 84,712 78,912 889 85,078 77,999 1,080 -1.2 1.43

Black. . ... 17,319 48,175 1,327 17,698 48,297 1,679 0.3 4.08

ASiaN .. 7,002 99,622 3,983 7,276| 101,418 2,868 1.8 4.52

Hispanic(anyrace)...................... 18,340 58,015 1,213 19,230 57,981 1,585 -0.1 3.09

Age of Householder

Under65years..........cocvviiiian. 94,593 80,456 771 95,370 80,734 613 0.3 1.09
15to24years........co i 5,498 49,094 1,612 6,061 51,645 1,575 *5.2 4.65
25t034years. ... 20,570 74,958 1,213 20,990 74,862 1,932 -0.1 2.90
35toddyears. ... 22,304 89,711 1,788 22,601 90,312 1,561 0.7 2.52
45t0 54 years. . ... 21,803 94,633 2,024 21,647 97,089 1,598 *2.6 2.45
55to64years........... i 24,417 77,872 2,176 24,070 75,842 1,443 -2.6 3.01

65yearsandolder....................... 34,651 48,866 976 35,832 47,620 1,037 *-2.6 2.46

Nativity of Householder

Native-born. . ........ ... ... .. ... ... ..., 109,633 72,552 1,022 110,800 71,522 692 *-1.4 1.41

Foreign-born ........ ... .. ... .. ... .. ... 19,611 65,061 1,052 20,402 66,043 1,494 1.5 2.57
Naturalized citizen..................... 11,202 72,467 2,140 11,332 74,150 2,458 2.3 3.86
Notacitizen.......................... 8,409 57,804 1,813 9,070 57,132 2,152 -1.2 4.85

Region

Northeast ......... ... ... ... .. ... ...... 22,471 79,032 1,576 22,640 77,472 2,705 -2.0 3.54

Midwest . ... .. 27,811 70,528 1,881 28,050 71,129 1,284 0.9 2.63

South ... .. 49,759 64,355 859 50,612 63,368 1,218 -1.5 2.03

West . ... 29,203 78,755 1,225 29,900 79,430 1,482 0.9 2.20

Residence*

Inside metropolitan statistical areas ....... 111,460 74,622 694| 113,267 73,823 941 -1.1 1.33
Inside principal cities. . ................. 43,273 65,609 1,385 43,625 64,839 1,503 -1.2 2.53
Outside principal cities................. 68,188 80,017 913 69,642 79,599 1,109 -0.5 1.61

Outside metropolitan statistical areas ... .. 17,784 54,300 1,222 17,935 53,750 2,026 -1.0 3.27

Educational Attainment of Householder
Total,aged 25 and older................ 123,746 73,013 912| 125,141 72,046 627 *-1.3 1.28

No high school diploma.................. 9,961 31,130 1,098 10,012 30,378 774 -2.4 3.90

High school, nocollege .................. 31,401 49,965 1,103 32,214 50,401 795 0.9 2.30

Somecollege ......... ... ... 33,434 67,075 1,426 33,791 64,378 1,483 *-4.0 2.59

Bachelor’s degree or higher . ............. 48,950 112,393 1,692 49,125| 115,456 1,771 *2.7 1.94

* An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

"Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.

2 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable
the estimate. This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table
are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights.

3 Federal surveys give respondents the option of reporting more than one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are pos-
sible. A group, such as Asian, may be defined as those who reported Asian and no other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those
who reported Asian regardless of whether they also reported another race (the race-alone-or-in-combination concept). This table shows data
using the first approach (race alone). The use of the single-race population does not imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyz-
ing data. The Census Bureau uses a variety of approaches. Data for American Indians and Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific
Islanders, and those reporting Two or More Races are not shown separately.

4 Information on metropolitan statistical areas and principal cities is available at <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro/about/
glossary.html>.

Note: Inflation-adjusted estimates may differ slightly from other published data due to rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 and 2022 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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U.S. Census Bureau

28 Income in the United States: 2021



Table A-3.

Income Distribution Measures Using Money Income and Equivalence-Adjusted Income:

2020 and 2021

(Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at

<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar22.pdf>)

Percent change

2020 2021 (2021 less 2020)*3
Measure - - -
Margin of Margin of Margin of
Estimate error? () Estimate error? () Estimate error? ()
MONEY INCOME
Shares of Aggregate Income by Percentile
Lowest quintile. .............. ... ... ...... 3.0 0.06 2.9 0.06 *-3.6 2.19
Second quintile .......... .. ... ... ... ... 8.2 0.10 8.0 0.09 *-1.7 1.45
Third quintile. .. ........ ... .. ... ... ...... 14.0 0.14 13.9 0.12 -1.0 1.16
Fourthquintile........................... 22.6 0.18 22.6 0.17 -0.2 1.01
Highest quintile . ......................... 52.2 0.39 52.7 0.37 0.8 0.89
Top5Spercent............ i, 23.0 0.46 23.5 0.44 2.2 2.52
Summary Measures
Gini index of income inequality ............ 0.488 0.0040 0.494 0.0038 *1.2 0.96
90th/10th percentile income ratio.......... 12.90 0.345 13.53 0.431 *4.9 3.94
90th/50th percentile income ratio ......... 2.97 0.044 2.99 0.034 0.8 1.78
50th/10th percentile income ratio.......... 4.34 0.101 4.52 0.130 *4.0 3.64
EQUIVALENCE-ADJUSTED INCOME
Shares of Aggregate Income by Percentile
Lowest quintile. ............. ... ... .. .... 3.4 0.07 3.3 0.06 -2.0 2.23
Second quintile ............ ... ... ... ..., 8.9 0.10 8.8 0.10 -0.7 1.38
Third quintile. .. .......... ... ... ... ...... 14.5 0.13 14.4 0.12 -0.6 1.14
Fourth quintile........................... 22.4 0.18 22.3 0.16 -0.8 1.01
Highest quintile . ......................... 50.8 0.40 51.2 0.36 0.8 0.97
Top5Spercent............. i, 22.5 0.48 23.0 0.43 2.0 2.68
Summary Measures
Gini index of income inequality ............ 0.469 0.0042 0.474 0.0038 0.9 1.07
90th/10th percentile income ratio.......... 10.73 0.285 10.89 0.274 1.5 3.11
90th/50th percentile income ratio ......... 2.80 0.034 