
• An estimated 7.8 million people
aged 15 and older (3.4 percent)
had difficulty hearing a normal
conversation, and 1.0 million of
them reported being unable 
to hear.

• Of the population aged 21 to
64, 28.1 million people (16.5
percent) had a disability, and
45.6 percent of this group was
employed. The employment rate
was 30.7 percent for people
with a severe disability, com-
pared with rates of 75.2 percent
for people with a nonsevere dis-
ability and 83.5 percent for peo-
ple with no disability.

• Among people aged 65 and
older, 18.1 million people (51.8
percent) had a disability. About
12.9 million people 65 years
and older (36.9 percent) had a
severe disability.

DISABILITY PREVALENCE

Of the 291.1 million people in the
2005 population of the United
States, 54.4 million, or 18.7 per-
cent, reported some level of disabil-
ity (Table 1). Among this popula-
tion, 35.0 million (12.0 percent of
all people) reported a severe disabil-
ity. Both the number and percent-
age of people with any disability
was higher in 2005 than in 2002—
51.2 million people and 18.1 per-
cent in 2002. The number and per-
centage of people with a severe
disability was also higher in 2005
than in 2002.8 Of people aged 6
and older, approximately 11.0 mil-
lion people (4.1 percent) reported
needing assistance with one or
more ADLs or IADLs—not statisti-
cally different from those in 2002.

As age increases, so does the preva-
lence of disability. As shown in

Figure 2, the disability rate for each
age group was higher than the rates
for the younger age groups, with
people 80 years and older having
the highest incidence of disability at
71.0 percent. At a rate of 30.1 per-
cent, people aged 55 to 64 were
nearly three times as likely to have
a disability as people aged 15 to 24
(10.4 percent). An increase in the
likelihood of severe disability was
also seen in successively older age
groups, ranging from 3.6 percent
for the population under 15 years

to 56.2 percent for the population
80 years and older. Transitions into
nursing facilities amongst older
people with disabilities, and subse-
quently out of the population uni-
verse, may lessen the magnitude of
increases in disability prevalence for
older populations as 97.3 percent
of people in nursing facilities had a
disability, and the median age of
this population was 83.2 years.9

4 U.S. Census Bureau

8 For 2002 estimates of any disability,
severe disability, and need for personal
assistance, see Table A from Americans With
Disabilities: 2002 (P70-107). 

9 Brault, Disability, p.11.

Figure 2. 
Disability Prevalence and the Need for Assistance 
by Age: 2005
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Note: The need for assistance with activities of daily living was not asked of children 

under 6 years.
 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 

June–September 2005.
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