
Differences in disability were also
present when looking at prevalence
by sex, race, and Hispanic origin.10

Shown in Figure 3, Blacks had a
higher prevalence of disability 
(20.5 percent) than Asians (12.4
percent) and Hispanics (13.1 per-
cent) and were not statistically

different from non-Hispanic Whites
(19.7 percent). The prevalence of
disability among Asians was not
statistically different from that of
Hispanics. With a disability rate of
20.1 percent, females were more
likely to have a disability than
males (17.3 percent).11 Furthermore,
the percentage with a disability for
females was higher than that of

males for each race group and
Hispanics. 

Blacks also had the highest rate of
severe disability at 14.4 percent,
compared with non-Hispanic Whites
at 12.4 percent and Asians at 7.6
percent, as shown in Figure 3.
Hispanics had a severe disability
rate of 8.7 percent.12 Severe
disability was more prevalent
among females (13.4 percent) than
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10 Because Hispanics may be any race,
data in this report for Hispanics overlap with
data for racial groups. Data users should
exercise caution when interpreting aggregate
results for these groups because they con-
sist of many distinct subgroups that differ in
socioeconomic characteristics, culture, and
recency of immigration.

11 The percentage of females with a dis-
ability was not statistically different from
that of Blacks and non-Hispanic Whites.

12 The percentage of Hispanics with a
severe disability was not statistically differ-
ent from that of Asians. 

Figure 3. 
Disability Prevalence by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin: 2005 
(Percent) Severe disability 

Nonsevere 
Any disability 

Hispanic, any race 

Asian alone 

Black alone 

White alone, not Hispanic 

All races 

Both sexes 

18.7 12.0 6.7 

19.7 12.4 7.3 

20.514.4 6.1 

12.4 7.6 4.9 

13.1 8.7 4.3 

Male 

Hispanic, any race 

Asian alone 

Black alone 

White alone, not Hispanic 

All races 17.3 10.6 6.7 

18.1 10.8 7.3 

19.3 13.2 6.1 

10.4 5.9 4.5 

12.0 7.5 4.5 

Female 

Hispanic, any race 

Asian alone 

Black alone 

White alone, not Hispanic 

All races 20.113.4 6.7 

21.2 13.8 7.4 

21.4 15.4 6.0 

14.3 9.1 5.3 

14.2 10.0 4.2 

Note: Federal surveys, including the SIPP, give respondents the option of reporting more than one race. These data can be shown in two 
ways: (1) as mutually exclusive with other race groups, which may be denoted by "alone" or (2) not mutually exclusive with other race 
groups, denoted by "alone or in combination with other race groups." This figure shows race using the first method. Hispanic origin is 
not mutually exclusive with race. The percentages of severe and nonsevere disability may not sum to the percentage with any disability 
due to rounding. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, June–September 2005. 


