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decrease in their uninsured rate.10 

Between 2015 and 2016, that 
amount dropped to 20.0 percent 
of counties (629 counties). 

Given these trends, estimated 
uninsured rates have fallen below 
10.0 percent in many counties. 
In 2013, only 130 counties, or 4.1 
percent of all counties, had an 
estimated uninsured rate less than 
or equal to 10.0 percent. In 2016, 
the number of counties increased 
to 1,213 counties, or 38.6 percent 
of all U.S. counties. 

From 2015 to 2016, changes in 
county-level estimated uninsured 
rates were more prevalent among 
the working-age adult popula-
tion. For working-age adults 
(aged 18 to 64), the uninsured rate 
decreased in 513 counties, or 16.3 
percent of all counties. In eight 

10 Between 2013 and 2014, estimated 
uninsured rates for the population under 
age 65 decreased in 74.1 percent of coun-
ties (2,325 counties). Only one county 
had an increase. From 2014 to 2015, 71.3 
percent (2,239 counties) experienced a 
rate decrease. In four counties, the unin-
sured rate increased. For both periods, 
the remaining counties had no statistically 
significant change.

counties there was an increase, 
while the remaining counties did 
not have a statistically significant 
change. For children under age 19, 
the uninsured rate decreased in 
223 counties, or 7.1 percent of all 
U.S. counties. The uninsured rate 
increased in ten counties while the 
remaining counties did not have a 
statistically significant change. 

One provision of the ACA was 
for states to have the option to 
expand Medicaid eligibility to low-
income working-age adults living 
at or below 138 percent of pov-
erty. Figure 3 displays a two-panel 
map; the top map displays state 
Medicaid expansion status as of 
December 31, 2016. In 2016, two 
states expanded Medicaid  
eligibility—Montana and  
Louisiana—making a total of 
32 expansion states.11 The bot-
tom map displays the change in 
estimated uninsured rates that 
occurred between 2015 and 2016 
for low-income working-age 
adults who may be eligible for 

11  Montana expanded their Medicaid 
program’s eligibility on 1/1/2016. Louisiana 
expanded on 7/1/2016.

Medicaid. During this period, 442 
counties had a decrease in their 
estimated uninsured rate, or 14.1 
percent of all U.S. counties. The 
uninsured rate increased in one 
county, while the remaining coun-
ties did not have a statistically 
significant change. 

In states that expanded Medicaid 
eligibility, 23.4 percent of coun-
ties (350 out of 1,498 counties) 
had a decrease in their estimated 
uninsured rate compared with 5.6 
percent (92 out of 1,643 coun-
ties) in states that did not expand. 
In Montana, uninsured rates for 
low-income working-age adults 
decreased in all 56 counties. In 
Louisiana, 37 of its 64 counties 
had a decrease in their estimated 
uninsured rate; the remaining 
counties did not have a statisti-
cally significant change.

CHILDREN HAVE LOWER 
UNINSURED RATES THAN 
WORKING-AGE ADULTS

At the state level, SAHIE data 
show that in 2016, children under 
age 19 had a lower estimated 
uninsured rate than working-age 




