Age
In 2019, the poverty rate for people under the age of 18 decreased
to 14.4 percent, down from 16.2
percent in 2018. Approximately
10.5 million individuals under the
age of 18 were in poverty in 2019,
down from 11.9 million in 2018. The
2019 poverty rate of 14.4 percent
reflects the lowest child poverty
rate observed since 1973. People
under the age of 18 represented
22.4 percent of the total population and 30.8 percent of the
people in poverty in 2019 (Figure
11 and Table B-1).
In 2019, the poverty rate for
people aged 18 to 64 decreased to
9.4 percent, down 1.2 percentage
points from 10.7 percent in 2018.
There were 18.7 million people
aged 18 to 64 in poverty in 2019,
down from 21.1 million in 2018. For

people aged 65 and older, the
2019 poverty rate was 8.9 percent,
a decrease of 0.9 percentage
points from 9.7 percent in 2018.
Approximately 4.9 million people
aged 65 and older were in poverty
in 2019, approximately 300,000
people less than the number in
poverty for this age group in 2018.
Related children are people
under the age of 18 related to the
householder by birth, marriage,
or adoption, but who are not the
spouse or cohabiting partner
of the householder. For related
children in 2019, the poverty rate
and the number in poverty was
14.1 percent and 10.2 million, down
from 15.9 percent and 11.5 million
in 2018 (Figure 9 and Table B-2).
In 2019, 36.5 percent of related
children in female-householder

families were in poverty, down
from 39.1 percent in 2018.42 In
2019, 6.4 percent of related children in married-couple families
were in poverty, down from 7.6
percent in 2018. The 2019 poverty
rate for related children in malehouseholder families was 16.3
percent, not statistically different
from 2018. There were 161,000
fewer related children in malehouseholder families in poverty in
2019 compared to 2018 (Figure 9
and Table B-2).
Among related children under
the age of 6, both the poverty
rate and the number in poverty
fell between 2018 and 2019. The
42
In the text of this report, families
with a female householder with no spouse
present will be referred to as families with
a female householder. Families with a
male householder with no spouse present
will be referred to as families with a male
householder.

Figure 11.

Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2019
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Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond
reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years.
Data for people aged 18 to 64 and aged 65 and older are not available from 1960 to 1965. For information on recessions, see
Appendix A. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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