
RentersOwners

Median monthly 
total housing cost 
(including utilities)

$1,200
$1,184 

$78,000
$41,000

Median 
household 
income

PROFILE OF OWNERS AND RENTERS

What kind of homes are owners and renters living in? 

One-unit building, 
attached to one or more 

buildings

OWNERS

RENTERS

5.0%

5.6% = 100%

= 100%1

Median square 
footage

One-unit building, 
detached from any other 

building                                                

1,900 sq ft

1,400 sq ft

1,550 sq ft

1,100 sq ft

Manufactured/mobile 
home

1,200 sq ft

1,000 sq ft

Renters
Owners

Building with two or 
more apartments

4.5%84.1%

1,135 sq ft

849 sq ft

5.4%

8.0%

84.3%

26.7%

6.0%

3.8%

4.2%

61.5%

1  Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to rounding.

Do owners agree that their 
neighborhood has...

...a lot of petty 
crime?

...good public 
transportation 

services?

...good 
schools?

36.5% 92.7% 13.3%

Do renters agree that their 
neighborhood has...

...good public 
transportation 

services?

...good 
schools?

...a lot of petty 
crime?

61.0% 89.3% 26.2%

Median monthly 
cost paid for 
utilities

$249
$128

Householders with 
a bachelor's 
degree or higher

41.6%
28.7%

Demographic and housing cost data 
collected in the American Housing 

Survey make comparisons of 
household characteristics and costs of 

owning versus renting possible.

What do we know about 
owners and renters?

Percentage of owners and renters 
by age of householder1

15%

85%

32%

68%

45%
55% 59%

41%

67%

33%

74%

26%

78%

22%

78%

22%

75 +65–7455–6445–5435–4430–3425–29<25

1 Percentages rounded to the nearest whole 
number.

r

Not
reported

Somewhere
 else

To a di�erent
 city

To a di�erent
neighborhood,

 same city

To a di�erent
esidence, same
neighborhood

6.5%

13.1%

26.2%

39.3%

38.3%
29.1%

26.0%

15.2%

3.1%

3.3%

Where are owners and 
renters planning to move?

Number of 
households 
planning to move 
in the next 12 
months.

5,380,000 
(Owners)

14,375,000 
(Renters)

Note: Information on confidentiality protection, methodology, sampling and nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www.census.gov/ahs>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2021 American Housing Survey.




