/ \Q Wildfires and Home Vulnerability

AMERICAN HOUSING
SURVEY

The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is comprised of small noncontiguous geographic areas located all across the nation.

WUIs are defined by the U.S. Forest Service as areas where homes and other structures are in or adjacent to undeveloped
wildland vegetation prone to a large scale wildfire, thereby posing a significant threat to human life or property. About 37
million 1-unit structures (38%) in the United States are located inside the WUI.

The 2021 American Housing Survey (AHS), sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
collected data on the external characteristics of 1-unit structures in the WUI. These data are intended to improve our
understanding of the vulnerability of the American housing stock to wildfires and other spreading fires. HUD worked with the
National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®) on the development of the wildfire risk questions and in determining the
geographic areas in the United States that received the questions.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2021 American
Housing Survey.
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