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OFFICIAL POVERTY BY 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

In 2025, the official poverty rate fell 
0.5 percentage points to 10.2 per-
cent, the third consecutive annual 
decline and one of the lowest rates 
on record (Figure 1).15, 16 There were 
34.5 million people in poverty in 
2025. 

Poverty rates for Hispanic individu-
als and children under age 18 both 
fell to historic lows in 2025 (Figure 
2).17 Between 2024 and 2025, the 
poverty rate for Hispanic individu-
als fell 1.2 percentage points to 13.9 
percent. The child poverty rate 
fell 1.0 percentage points to 13.4 
percent. 

Poverty rates also declined for 
men, women, adults ages 18 to 
64, individuals living in primary 
families and female householder 

families, and full-time, year-round 
workers. None of the remaining 
demographic groups presented in 
Figure 2 were statistically different 
between 2024 and 2025.18 

THE SUPPLEMENTAL POVERTY 
MEASURE BY SELECTED 
CHARACTERISTICS

The official poverty measure 
provides a consistent definition 
of poverty over long periods by 
considering pretax money income 
alone and using thresholds that 
are only inflation-adjusted. It does 
not capture tax policy, noncash 
assistance, geographic cost-
of-living differences, necessary 
expenses, or changes over time in 
any of these components. 

These factors can have a 
substantial effect on poverty rates. 
The rest of this report explores 

poverty using the SPM, which 
provides an additional perspective 
on economic well-being by using 
an expanded definition of poverty. 
The SPM includes noncash benefits, 
accounts for income and payroll 
taxes, subtracts other necessary 
expenses, uses a more inclusive 
resource sharing unit, and accounts 
for geographic differences in 
housing costs.

Figure 3 presents annual SPM rates 
for 2024 and 2025 across a set of 
demographic characteristics. In 
2025, the overall SPM rate was 13.1 
percent, not statistically different 
from 2024.19 Between 2024 and 
2025, the SPM rate for those 
without a high school diploma 
increased by 2.0 percentage points 
to 32.4 percent. SPM rates did not 
change significantly for the other 
groups in Figure 3.

Figure 1.
Number in Poverty and Poverty Rate Using the O	cial Poverty Measure: 1959 to 2025

Note: Population as of March of the following year. Estimates and historical footnotes are available in Table 3 at 
<www.census.gov/library/publications/2026/demo/p60-290.html>. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the 
respective years. Information on recessions is available in Appendix C. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, 
nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar26.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2026 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC; 
DMS number P-7534374 and DRB approval number CBDRB-FY26-0280). 
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