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The remainder of this report 
uses official+ when drawing 
comparisons between the SPM 
and the official poverty measure. 
Official+ denotes the official 
poverty measure using the same 
universe as the SPM, which 
includes unrelated individuals 
under the age of 15. 

COMPARING OFFICIAL+ AND 
SPM ESTIMATES

Figure 4 presents SPM and 
official+ estimates from 2009 to 
2025. The overall SPM rate (13.1 
percent) was 2.9 percentage 
points higher than the official+ rate 
(10.2 percent) in 2025.20 In recent 
years, differences in how the 
poverty thresholds are adjusted 
explain part of this gap. While 
the official poverty thresholds are 
annually adjusted using the CPI-U, 
which includes a wide range of 

consumer expenditures, the SPM 
thresholds are based on a 5-year 
moving average of expenditures 
for a smaller bundle of goods, 
lagged by 1 year.21 When the cost 
of one or more of the components 
of the SPM bundle, such as food, 
outpaces overall inflation, it causes 
the SPM thresholds to increase 
more than if they were simply 
adjusted by the CPI-U or another 
inflation factor. 

Figure 5 shows official+ and SPM 
rates from 2009 to 2025 by 
age.22 While official+ poverty rates 
decreased for children and 18- to 
64-year-olds between 2024 and 
2025, SPM rates did not change 
significantly for any age group. 

The SPM rate was higher than 
the official+ rate for both adult 
age groups in 2025, but the rates 
for children were not statistically 

different. Though the official+ 
rate for children has typically run 
higher than the SPM rate, the 
marked decline in the official+ rate 
between 2024 and 2025 brought 
the rates together, with both at 
13.4 percent.

In 2025, the SPM rate for 18- to 
64-year-olds was 12.3 percent, 
while the official+ rate was 9.2 
percent. Those 65 years and older 
had the largest gap between 
measures (5.6 percentage points), 
with an SPM rate of 15.4 percent 
and an official+ rate of 9.8 percent. 
The larger gap among those 65 
years and older was primarily due 
to differences in the treatment of 
medical expenses between the two 
measures—medical expenses are 
subtracted from resources in the 
SPM but are not accounted for in 
the official poverty measure.

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20252024202320222021202020192018201720162015201420132012201120102009

Figure 4.
Poverty Rates Using the O�cial+ and Supplemental Poverty Measures: 2009 to 2025
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Note: Official+ includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. SPM is the Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March 
of the following year. Historical footnotes, margins of error, and other related estimates are available in Table 8 and Table 9 at 
<www.census.gov/library/publications/2026/demo/p60-290.html>. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective 
years. Information on recessions is available in Appendix C. More information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, 
nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar26.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2026 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC; DMS 
number P-7534374 and DRB approval number CBDRB-FY26-0280).


