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ODbjective of Project

» Guidelines for state legislatures and
executive agencies who currently use
decennial census “long form” data



Statistical Policy Working Paper #1
Report on Statistics for Allocation of
Federal Funds

e Federal Committee on Statistical
Methodology — OMB

* “Impact of errors in the data on the actual
allocation of funds”

e “provisions be made for an active,
continuous interface between legislative
program drafters and the statistical
community”



Federal Statistics used to assess:

 Need
o Capability
o Effort



New York State Empire Zones

e Need: Areas of high unemployment and low
Income

e Program: Tax breaks for employers locating
In zone

e Use Census data for Census Tracts



Empire Zones Eligibility Thresholds

e Population Size: 2,000
e Poverty: 20%

o Unemployment: 125% of State 8.867 In
2000

Non-Metropolitan Areas
e Public Assistance: 14% of households




Rockland County Emplre Zone
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Rockland County Eligibility Test

Empire State Development
Highly Distressed Arpas According to Various Program Legisiation
Based on 2000 Census Data
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Changes to Data Sources

Long Form ACS
Source: Sample Survey  Sample Survey
Refe_renf:e April 1, 2000 60 months of
Period: returns
Frequency: Once a decade Annual
Sampling Error: lgnored Clearly

Presented
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“minimize the effects of data errors”

e Dampen fluctuations by using moving
average

— CETA and WIA

e Hold harmless provisions
— CDBG
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