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ISSUE 2: WHAT IS THE 
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SO, HOW MUCH DO DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE EARN OVER A LIFETIME?

WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?
Male Female

Race Education
Median synthetic 
lifetime earnings

Median synthetic 
lifetime earnings

Hispanic 0-8th grade $976,727 $704,005
Hispanic 9-12th grade $1,136,694 $811,885
Hispanic High School Graduate $1,306,747 $1,021,242
Hispanic Some College $1,679,364 $1,301,068
Hispanic Associates Degree $1,837,607 $1,446,134
Hispanic Bachelors Degree $2,080,558 $1,701,767
Hispanic Masters Degree $2,791,370 $2,255,883
Hispanic Professional Degree $3,120,466 $2,334,295
Hispanic Doctorate Degree $3,109,666 $2,624,329
White, Not Hispanic 0-8th grade $1,351,121 $932,641
White, Not Hispanic 9-12th grade $1,443,984 $947,568
White, Not Hispanic High School Graduate $1,690,285 $1,183,917
White, Not Hispanic Some College $1,985,967 $1,406,249
White, Not Hispanic Associates Degree $2,086,488 $1,607,609
White, Not Hispanic Bachelors Degree $2,847,953 $2,028,096
White, Not Hispanic Masters Degree $3,318,658 $2,366,374
White, Not Hispanic Professional Degree $4,754,930 $3,200,311
White, Not Hispanic Doctorate Degree $3,692,684 $2,967,826
Black, Not Hispanic 0-8th grade $1,045,580 $863,231
Black, Not Hispanic 9-12th grade $1,124,778 $861,353
Black, Not Hispanic High School Graduate $1,340,407 $1,070,827
Black, Not Hispanic Some College $1,601,729 $1,308,183
Black, Not Hispanic Associates Degree $1,724,599 $1,463,652
Black, Not Hispanic Bachelors Degree $2,107,728 $1,859,380
Black, Not Hispanic Masters Degree $2,530,574 $2,310,171
Black, Not Hispanic Professional Degree $3,521,784 $2,847,709
Black, Not Hispanic Doctorate Degree $2,912,750 $2,881,587
Asian, Not Hispanic 0-8th grade $1,003,783 $864,579
Asian, Not Hispanic 9-12th grade $1,159,638 $942,418
Asian, Not Hispanic High School Graduate $1,292,822 $1,059,678
Asian, Not Hispanic Some College $1,678,196 $1,394,305
Asian, Not Hispanic Associates Degree $1,843,014 $1,600,797
Asian, Not Hispanic Bachelors Degree $2,437,516 $2,061,186
Asian, Not Hispanic Masters Degree $3,454,087 $2,735,465
Asian, Not Hispanic Professional Degree $4,700,782 $3,680,543
Asian, Not Hispanic Doctorate Degree $3,601,577 $3,134,482
Other, Not Hispanic 0-8th grade $1,228,762 $848,544
Other, Not Hispanic 9-12th grade $1,320,118 $902,420
Other, Not Hispanic High School Graduate $1,478,622 $1,135,015
Other, Not Hispanic Some College $1,757,852 $1,321,789
Other, Not Hispanic Associates Degree $1,857,056 $1,513,536
Other, Not Hispanic Bachelors Degree $2,381,770 $1,866,935
Other, Not Hispanic Masters Degree $2,954,449 $2,217,916
Other, Not Hispanic Professional Degree $4,086,575 $2,889,210
Other, Not Hispanic Doctorate Degree $2,900,245 $2,678,873
Source: 2006-2008 ACS

Note: Synthetic Worklife Earnings (SWE) estimates in 2008 inflation adjusted dollars

This report is released to inform interested parties of ongoing
research and to encourage discussion of work in progress. 
Any views expressed on methodological issues are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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