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SEE THE DATA 

REVIEW THE ASSUMPTIONS 

VISUALIZE PROPORTION 

VISUALIZE SIZE VISUALIZE WITH DATAFERRETT 

UNDERSTAND THE DATA 
• Estimates are for counties with over 250,000 persons.
• Broken up into 15-minute intervals.
• All time is in military time.
• Include workers in transit, at home, at work, and non-workers.
• Use time of departure, travel time, and hours worked in week to 

estimate whether in transit or at work or at home.
• Contain margins of error for each estimate

Only shows workers who worked last week.  
No students, tourists, shoppers, or other non-
work related travel.   
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2 

All workers work the same 5 days a week 
and equal time each day. 
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Non-work times (such as unpaid lunches) 
are not factored into the work day.
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Workers work at the same location all 5 days.

M Tu W Th F
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Everyone, when not working or commuting, is 
in their place of residence.
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If a workers work shift or commute crosses 
midnight, it will appear as split between two 
parts of the day – the beginning and end. 

work work home 

12:00am 11:59pm
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It takes the same amount of time for a 
worker’s morning commute as their evening 
commute.

45 min

45 min
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Outlier commuters, such as commuting from 
a foreign country outside Canada or Mexico, 
are included. 
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Counties that are passed through during 
commutes are not reflected in the data.

Origin: 
County A

County B

Destination: 
County C
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The worker’s commute is the same each day.

Mon  Fri

What we need you to do:
Review the following elements of this 
poster.  Then...we need feedback on:  

1) The assumptions and the 
visualizations,  

2) Anything else you’d like to see with 
these data.  For example, mode of 
transportation? 

START 

STOP ANSWER THE QUESTIONS ON THE FEEDBACK SURVEY.   
 

RETURN COMPLETED SURVEY HERE.   

What is Dynamic Daytime Population?

The number of people in a county that are either 
commuting to or from work, are at work, or are at 
home in 15-minute increments.  

READ THIS 

Why are these data important?

Dynamic daytime population estimates provide users 
such as emergency management agencies, 
emergency responders, planners, developers, 
transportation planners, and policy makers information 
about the estimated number of people that are in a 
county within any given 15-minute interval.  

This diagram shows the number of commuters, workers at home, and non-workers within the District of 
Columbia throughout the day.  This diagram allows the user to compare size of subpopulations throughout 
the 24-hour day.   

These diagrams show an aggregated version of the categories.  It also allows the user to quickly see the 
differences in proportion among the categories.  

These graphs were 
created using the hot 
report writer in the 
Census Bureau’s 
DataFerrett data 
dissemination tool.  The 
top graph shows all of the 
categories of dynamic 
daytime population 
estimates. 

The bottom graph depicts 
the user’s ability to roll 
over the graph to only 
show a certain category 
and a pop-up box 
displaying the time and 
population estimate for 
that category.   
Additionally, the user can 
roll over the legend to 
display only a specified 
category and gray out the 
rest.   

User can roll 
over graph to 
display stats 

and/or view a 
specific category. 


