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Outline

Traditional health insurance questionnaire design in the Current
Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS

ASEC)

Improvements to the health insurance questionnaire

® Results from the 2014 CPS ASEC
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Health Insurance Measurement:

Differences by Data Source
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What time period does
the survey ask about?

Coverage during the last
calendar year (January
through December)

Current coverage at date of
interview

Coverage during every
maonth of the prior year,
including transitions on and
off coverage, and between
types of coverage

Current coverage at date of
interview

And whether uninsured
respondents have been
uninsured more (or less) than
12 months

What is the time frame
of the resulting health
Insurance coverage
estimates?

Uninsured during all of
the previous calendar year

Annual estimate based on
an average over 12
months

Annual estimate based on
an average over 12
months

Averaged over 3 or 12
months (early and full year
releasa)

Averaged uninsured for
less than or more than 12
months

Benefit/Use

Combination of coverage
estimates with employment
and detailed income
measures, forming a picture
of economic well-being

Provides health insurance
measures by detailed
geography, down to the
Census Tract level

S

Measures transitions on
and off health insurance,
and changes in types of
coverage

Combines health insurance
measures with detailed health
conditions, forming a picture
of health well-being

Source: http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census
/newsroom/press-kits/2014/20140916_ipslides.pdf

For more information, visit census.gov




CPS ASEC Health Insurance Redesign

® New set of questions in the CPS about health insurance coverage

® Improvements will better measure health insurance coverage for
calendar year 2013 and beyond

® 2013 estimates from the CPS are not comparable to previous CPS
estimates

® Provides a strong baseline to measure future changes in health

insurance coverage due to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) — changes
implemented prior to 2014
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Measuring Health Insurance Coverage with the Current Population Survey:

A history of improvement
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Uninsured rate (of all 12
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In 2011, the Census Bureau enhances its

methods for data processing, releasing .

1981 - Census begins asking some revised figures on health insurance 6
«' ousehold members about specific coverage back to 1999,
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HNote: CPS measures prior-year coverage, so, for example, 1987 statistics come from the 1988 CPS.

1 Question redesigned in 1988 to include all household members. 3 implementation of Census 1990 based population controls,

Change Change
1o Suney 4 Data collection method changed from paper and pencil to computer- incensus 8,12 Census 2000 based population controls. Triangle reflects 1990 population
instrument assisted interviewing. poplation contrels.
5 Health insurance questions were redesigned. Increases in estimates of i 15 Implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.
employment-based and military health care coverage may be partially due to
questionnaire changes. Overall coverage estimates were not affected.
A . ; . & People with no coverage other than access to Indian Health Service now considered
R Mfm 253l T uninsured. Overall estimates of health insurance coverage change only negligibly;
steps g howewver, the decrease in the number of people covered by Medicaid may be partially
Change in 2 Figures are revised to comect for nine omitted weights from the original W 0w e U
R of March 1992 CP5 file. 10,11,14 These estimates from the 2005 ASEC were revised based on improvements
) ? 1o the algorithm that assigned coverage to dependents, and there was an adjustrment
I
Cases 9,13 CHIP implementation of a 28,000 household sample expansion. % the weights. Triancle reph 15 original estimene.
Source: Table HI-1, Health Insurance Coverage Status and Type of Coverage by Sex, Race and Hispanic Origin: 1987 to 2005
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Improving Health Insurance Coverage Measurement: 1998-2014

A history of research and testing

@ Publications ®
W Field Tests ®
o @
[ [ L 4 L 4 @ L o
[ [ 4 [ 4 o o L o e o O [ 4
[ [ ] @ @ e ® ] ® ® ® [ ® @
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
1999-present
Academic 2001-2004
researchers Research onwhether question order matters 2005
suggest the Medicaid 2006-2009
PS5 Under- Cognitive tests on improving health
: proving *
estimates of count insurance questions 2010
heatth Project Survey of Massa
insurance Health chusetts 2013
(Medicaid) Insurance cognitive CPS ASEC
may be too and Program studyon Content
low Participation awchanges test
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 am 203 2014
Counting the | g Private  The Characteristics Medicaid and F a Medicaid Underreporting in the Medical Preparingto  Comparing 2010
Uninsurad: Issues in Questionnaire  and Public Health of Parsons Medicare Undercount Health analysis of Measurement (CP5: Results from a Record Check Qut-of-Pocket Measure SIPP and 2012 CPS
A Raview of Measuring the Design Coverage: Results Reporting State Reporting in Project - SNACC Insurance in Medicaid Error in Health Study. Expenses, Poverty, Health Content Test
the Literature.  Uninsured. Strategies for from a Split-Ballot Children's Health Surveys: An httpsiwwnicensus.gov  the U.S, Enrollment Insurance bty g and the Uninsured Coverage in Health Insurance
Hitp:Fwomurban  hiip:fwwwedcgoe  Measuring Experiment on Insurance Program Bxp ton AN petps Status inthe Reporting: A 200906/ 18/pog nfp028 full paf httpsiwwivcansus.gov’ Faderal Offar and Take-Up
ﬂwmmf wm Medicaid Order Effects. Coverage in the Order Effects and "™/ Crg/SECHonSSEE Current Qualitative Study . hires/povmeay/methodo Surveys Rates
08032, Participation  fttpewewamstatorg  March 2001 Current Program 2006F  population of the Current porting H nce Post-Reform:  fittptfwwiv.census.gov
) _ https/aphaconfes /section Population Survey Definitions. Under-Reporting fer/ISMID08-000900 Survey Population Status: Medicaid Enrollees in the rehiCanwel-OHara-5GE2 Lessons from  /hhesfwimhithinyou
Misraporting com/gphas128am  dings’ hitp ’, htp: of Medicaidand ~ Fdf Fetpffwwmeenis Survey, Medical Expenditure Panel Survey,  9/70df Massachusatts  blications/sehsd_wp_2
Medicaid Aechpragra hes/ o Welfare inthe i hitp. 2003 X hitp#ing sagepub 014-08.paf
Enroliment: 135008t ations/asa02 pdf ing Current F idoc i et i Medical com/content/S0/2
Results of Three JsmI004-0005% pdf  Survey Analysis-Mah-2007. cle ailenpress.com/dol SVLImeh AAPOR_D8-05-2000 paf Out-of-Pocket /106jong Changing the CPS
Studies Linking The Effects of Rpsvwwnd orgn i S0 5034 ingquinyit Spending Amo Health Insurance
Telephone SIPE: Evidence Person-Lavel VS, People With ubs/waorkin nl_45.04422 Health Insurance the Uninsured i Questions And The
Surveys to State from Califomia, Household-Level HealthInsurance;  WRIES3heml Health o A Synthesis of Cognitive Testing Differential Erorsin Implications On
Administrative 1000-1006 Questionnaire A Comparison of Insurance Medicaid Results. Spending & the Medicaid The Uninsured
Records hitpsfwwwnberog®  Design on Survey Estimates From Esti from  Enrollment: The hitp degow/QBANK/QUest/ 2009 S Reporting Rate: Redesign and
hitpwwwedcgov apersnd5T4 Estimates and Data Two Surveys (CPS the LL5. Census P qL pdf Poverty Measure Across Surveys: Production
/nchsfdata/siaitsc Quality and SIPP) Bureau: Between Survey hitpfwwwcensus gov’ Evidence to Estimates
onfD7 paEMisrapor The March CPS http: bt Background for ~ Design, Enrollee Survey Measurement of Health fhespovmesy/methodo Date Rittpwww.census. gov
fing Health Insurance 20020 ippworkpapnw aMew Historical ~ Characteristics, Insurance Coverage Cognitive hitp. i
Verification Spdf pM43pdf Series June 2007 and Testing Results of Experimental ﬁ";"s‘e"‘ﬂéﬁm'wp” habstractjsp?  Dlcations/sehsd_wp_2
Question And Its httpowwmeern, Falsa-Negative Questions on Intagrated Current I pdf aid=4833) 754530 014-16 paf
Effect On The CPS Annual gowhhes/wwwhit  Reporting and Calendar Year Coverage. P .
Estimates OfThe ~ Social and Economic i hp: - o m"“.‘“’"ns to the SHADAC Non-response Bias
Uninsured Supplement (ASEC) revhith_paperpdt oids_Census 2009 F for Health In Report: in the 2013 CP5
hitpsfwwwamstator  Health Insurance _ cuynch_5Mpdf for surance SHADAC ASEC Content Test
assections/irmsProces Verification Measuring Findings from a Pretest of a New in the CPS ASEC Analysis oftha AP cers g
dingsy 200 LProceed . Question and Its Health Medicaid Approach to Measuring Health Description and Survey of s hlthing/pu
0338 pd Effect on Estimates Insurancein Participants in Insurance in the Current Population  Evaluation Health Blicationy/sehsd_wp 2
. thalls. the ACS Content 5 httpifwwwicensus.govy’ 014-17 pdf
of the Uninsured urvey Fhesfmwnhithinsdata Insurance and
ittos i feipwwweenis Tast T AW CENS L v STl Daper s paTe T i
tpsFwww.census gowh Frevhith/SHADAC pdf Pragram Understanding th
[ S —— Attp. mA0947 pelf Participati nderstanding the
ations/verfcation. hemi rsma007-11.puf wddiwww/macido o "’a"’m“ 4o New Current
feaid-Particips  The Influence of State-Specific, cmmmyﬁa:ud Opulation Survey
nts-ACS-ContentTest.  Programmatic Characteristics in the ieotiongsiipp Health
Modeling of Medicaid Undercount nal_reportpar  Questions

United States”

Census

— LTS

U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

census.gov

c/FCSM_MStevens_ finalpdf

Artps i wwWW eSS, gov

Jirdipapers/ndfRSMI0
14-02 pd



Medicaid Undercount Project

Medicaid Coverage in the
CPS ASEC: 2000 to 2008

In millions

60.0

B Medicaid Statistical Information System*  m CPS ASEC*

50.0
Medicaid
administrative

40.0 data higher
than CPS

30.0

20.0

10.0

0.0

CY 2000 CY 2001 CY 2002 CY 2003 CY 2004 CY 2005 CY 2006 CY 2007 CY 2008
* Adjusted for universe differences

Source: Noon, James, Leticia Fernandez, and Sonya Rastogi. The Medicaid Undercount in the 2007-2009 Current Population Survey. Federal Committee
on Statistical Methods Research Conference. Washington, D.C., 4-6 November. http://www.copafs.org/UserFiles/file/fcsm/A4_Noon_2013FCSM.pdf
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Traditional CPS ASEC
Measurement Issues

Reference Period

Annual

rEtros.peCt.lve * Coverage status can change over the
questions: course of a year

“At any time in 2012, * Time period referenced in question text is
was anyone in this not clear

household covered by a

health insurance plan e Compared with other national surveys
provided through their with the same reference period, estimate
current or former looks different

employer or union?”
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Traditional CPS ASEC
Measurement Issues

“At any time in 2012, was anyone in this Questionnaire structure = “laundry list”
household covered by ... ?” approach:
O Job or Union
B Direct Purchase e Respondents pre-report coverage

Someone outside household . :
O Medicare Undercount of some types of health insurance
O Medicaid
B E/IHI”: Respondents confuse plan types

ilitary - :

O  State specific plan (MEdlcald / Medlcare)

Household-level design:

e Missing some people’s coverage
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Health Insurance Question Changes
in the CPS ASEC

Redesigned health insurance coverage questions

Reference period

 New current coverage guestion to improve responses to questions about health
coverage in previous calendar year

Health insurance coverage types
e Start with general coverage questions followed by more specific questions

Household-level design
e Ask who else in household had that plan type
* Ask about all household members by name

New questions to measure Marketplace participation
Added questions on employer-sponsored insurance offers and take-up
Revised questions on Medical Out-Of-Pocket (MOOP) expenses
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How well did the new questions work?

17.0
16.0
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14.0 S
\4 .
CPS previous year

13.0 uninsured rate

12.0

11.0 — NHIS previous year
uninsured rate

10.0

9.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (CPS ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
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CPS ASEC Current Coverage 2014.
Uninsured Rates: CPS, ACS, NHIS: 2008 to 2014

17.0
CPS previous year
16.0
@
AN
15.0 AN
AN ‘
14.0 AN
AN
ACS current A
13.0 CPS 2013 uninsured
all year estimate
13.4 percent
12.0
NHIS last 12 months
11.0 —
ﬂ
10.0
9.0
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS
ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), American Community Survey (ACS)
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CPS Current Coverage 2014:
Uninsured Rates: CPS, ACS, NHIS: 2008 to 2014
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14.0 N
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ACS current &‘ =
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all year estimate NHIS current 2014
13.4 percent (January, February, March)

12.0 13.1 percent

NHIS last 12 months
11.0 —

ﬂ
10.0
9.0
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Source: Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS
ASEC), National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), American Community Survey (ACS)
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Current Coverage 2014:
Uninsured Rates: CPS and NHIS

Mational Health Interview Survey, Current Population Survey, Difference
Selected characteristic January-March 2014 February-April 2014 (percentage points)
Age (years)
All ages 13.1(0.417) 13.8 (0.14) -0.7
Under 65 15.2(0.47) 15.8 (0.16) -06
Under 18 6.6 (0.55) 8.5 (0.21) -19*#
18-64 18.4 (0.55) 18.5 (0.19) -0
18-24 18.9(1.10) 21.3 (0.55) -24
19-25 209(1.12) 230 (0.53) =21
25-34 24.9(0.99) 238 (0.42) 1.1
35-44 20.3 (0.97) 19.1 (0.39) 1.2
45-64 14.0 (0.63) 14.5 (0.24) -05
65 and over 0.9(0.19) 1.7 (015) -0.8*
Race/ethnicity
Aged 18-64:
Hispanic or Latino 35.7(1.43) 33.2(0.53) 25
Mot Hispanic or Latino:
White, single race 13.5 (0.58) 14.1 (0.27) -0.6
Black, single race 20.2(1.18) 21.3(0.58) -1

Source: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health insurance/NCHS CPS Comparison092014.pdf
* Statistically significant
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http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/NCHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/NCHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf

Number and Percentage of People
by Health Insurance Status: 2013

In millions In percent

42.0 Uninsured [l 13.4
2714 With health insurance [ s6.6

201.1 Any private plan [ 64.2
169.0 Employment-based 53.9
34.5 Direct-purchase 11.0
107.6 Any government plan [ 34.3
49.0 Medicare 15.6
°4.1 Medicaid 17.3
14.1

Military health care 4.5

Source: 2014 Current Population Survey
Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS
ASEC)
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CPS and ACS Health Insurance Estimates
Consistent Trends from 2009 to 2012
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While the level of the
uninsured rate differs
between the CPS and
ACS, the two surveys
consistently measure
the magnitude and
direction of year-to-
year changes in the
uninsured rate.
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American Community Survey
Uninsured Rate: 2008 to 2013

18 Recession We are using ACS estimates to

show changes in the uninsured
rate as we recommend not
comparing estimates from the
redesigned CPS ASEC to the
previous version of the health

15 insurance questions. ACS
began asking questions on
[ , health insurance in 2008.

Between 2012 and 2013, the percentage

12 of people who did not have health
insurance decreased by 0.2 percentage
points to 14.5 percent

Percent

9 1 1 1 1 1 1 )
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 to 2013 1-Year

American Community Survey.
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Population Without Health Insurance Coverage by State Using
the American Community Survey: 2013

SO0Miles

Percentage without
health insurance
coverage

19.1 or more

15.1t0 19.0
12.1t015.0
_ 91t012.0
N N B 0 100Miles 0.0to 9.0
R
HI b Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 1-Year American Community Survey.
o 100 Miles
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Summary: Health Insurance Coverage
Estimates

 Multiple surveys offer health insurance coverage measures with different
uses

* Federal statistical agencies work continuously to improve data collections,
and our understanding of those data, although changing a survey requires
years of research and testing

e CPS ASEC improvements for 2014 result in a better measure of health
insurance coverage for calendar year 2013 and provide a strong baseline to
measure future changes in health insurance coverage due to the Affordable
Care Act
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Contact Information

Marina Vornovitsky

Marina.S.Vornovitsky@census.gov

Jennifer Cheeseman Day

Jennifer.Cheeseman.Day@census.gov
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