






2010 Relationship Question 
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2015 Relationship Question 
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Race and Hispanic Origin Question(s) 

 2010 Census Alternative Questionnaire 
Experiment Research (AQE) 
 

 Outreach and stakeholder engagement 
 

 Mid-decade research and testing plans 
 

 Timeline for making decisions 
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Combined question Separate questions 
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2010 AQE Design Strategies 
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Results for the Combined Question  
 Did not reduce Hispanic, Black, AIAN, Asian, NHPI 

 
 

 “Some Other Race” and “White” reduced 
 

 Yielded lower item non-response rates 
 

 Increased detailed reporting for most groups,       
but decreased reporting for others 
 

 Reflects better self-identity, per reinterview 
 

 Fair, equitable treatment for all, per focus groups 
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2010 AQE Main Findings 
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Engagement and Discussion 
With Stakeholders and Advisors 
 Census Bureau National Advisory Committee 

 

 OMB Federal Interagency Committee 
 

 Myriad racial and ethnic communities, 
organizations, and leaders 
 

 Academic scholars and expert researchers 



Goals for Mid-Decade 
Race and Hispanic Origin Research 
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Four Key Dimensions to Explore 
 

 Separate questions vs. combined question 
 

 “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) category 
 

 Instruction wording and terminology 
 

 Web-based designs to improve question 
understanding and optimize reporting of detailed 
racial and ethnic groups 



Dimension 1: Separate vs. Combined 
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Dimension 2: “MENA” Category 

 
 
 
 
 

17 



Dimension 2: “MENA” Category 
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Dimension 3: Instructions and Terms 
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Instruction Wording: 
 Mark [X] one or more boxes. 
 Mark all boxes that apply…  
 Note, you may report more than one group. 
 

 
Alternatives for Terminology: 
 “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin” 
 Which categories describe you? 
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Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs 

20 

Initial Screen for Race and Ethnicity 



Select all boxes that apply and/or enter 
detailed ethnicities in the space below. 
 
BLACK OR AFRICAN AM. 
 
  African American  
 
  Jamaican      

 
  Haitian      

 
  Nigerian   

 
  Ethiopian  

 
  Ghanaian    

 
      Enter other ethnicities below (for example,  
      South African, Barbadian, Liberian, etc.) 
 

Select all boxes that apply and/or enter 
detailed ethnicities in the space below. 
 
HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH 
 
  Mexican or Mexican American 

 
  Puerto Rican   

 
  Cuban  

 
  Dominican  

 
  Salvadoran  

 
  Colombian     

 
      Enter other ethnicities below (for example,   
      Spaniard, Honduran, Ecuadorian, etc.)  

Select all boxes that apply and/or enter 
detailed ethnicities in the space below. 
 
ASIAN 
 
  Chinese      
 
  Filipino      

 
  Asian Indian     

 
  Vietnamese      

 
  Korean      

 
  Japanese     

     
      Enter other ethnicities below (for example,  
      Pakistani, Cambodian, Hmong, etc.) 
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Dimension 4: Web-Based Designs 
Subsequent Screens for Detailed Responses 

Screen for Hispanic, 
Latino, or Spanish Screen for Black or African Am. Screen for Asian 



Timeline for Making Decisions 
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Questions? 
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Dial-in number: 888-566-5905 

 
Participant passcode: 2020 OPS 01 



24 

Public Information Office 
pio@census.gov 

301-763-3030 
 

2020 Census Website: 
http://www.census.gov/2020census 

For Further Information 
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Additional Background on  
www.census.gov 

 
Search “Same Sex Couples” for: 
 

• Research reports  
• Annual ACS data tables on characteristics of same sex 

couple households  
• Report: “Same-sex Couple Household Statistics from the 

2010 Census”  
 
Random Samplings blog:  
“Shedding Light on Race Reporting Among Hispanics”  
http://blogs.census.gov/2014/03/28/shedding-light-on-race-reporting-among-hispanics/ 

“2010 Census Race and Hispanic Origin Alternative 
Questionnaire Experiment”  
http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/press-kits/aqe/aqe.html 
 

 

http://blogs.census.gov/2014/03/28/shedding-light-on-race-reporting-among-hispanics/
http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/press-kits/aqe/aqe.html
http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/press-kits/aqe/aqe.html
http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/press-kits/aqe/aqe.html

