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Go to www.census.gov and click on the slider at the top to access –  
 
• Today’s Webinar Presentation 

 
• News Release and Supporting Tables 

 
• Links to the Reports and Other Reference Pages 

 
• Links to Fact Sheets 
 
 

Resources for Today’s Webinar 
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• Median household income for the nation was $56,500 in 
2015, an increase in real terms of 5.2 percent from the 
2014 median of $53,700. 
 

• The official poverty rate in 2015 was 13.5 percent, down 1.2 
percentage points from 2014. In 2015, there were 43.1 
million people in poverty, 3.5 million fewer than in 2014. 
 

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2015 
was 14.3 percent, 1 percentage point lower than the SPM 
estimate for 2014.   
 

• The percentage of people without health insurance 
coverage for the entire calendar year was 9.1 percent, or 
29.0 million people. This was a decrease of 1.3 percentage 
points from the previous year. 
 

Highlights 
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Income rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual 
Social and Economic Supplements. 
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Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2015 
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Income in thousands (2015 dollars) Recession 

$56,500 

$44,300 

Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Income rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Real Median Household Income:  1967 to 2015

(Income in 2015 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars) Recessions

November 1948 October 1949
July 1953 May 1954

1967 44,335              1992 50,725              August 1957 April 1958
1968 46,245              1993 50,478              April 1960 February 1961
1969 47,965              1994 51,065              December 1969 November 1970
1970 47,593              1995 52,664              November 1973 March 1975
1971 47,130              1996 53,407              January 1980 July 1980
1972 49,148              1997 54,506              July 1981 November 1982
1973 50,141              1998 56,510              July 1990 March 1991
1974 48,553              1999 57,909              March 2001 November 2001
1975 47,281              2000 57,790              December 2007 June 2009
1976 48,066              2001 56,531              Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1977 48,370              2002 55,871                              Cambridge, MA  02138
1978 50,242              2003 55,823                              www.nber.org
1979 50,146               20041 55,629              
1980 48,518              2005 56,224              
1981 47,712              2006 56,663              
1982 47,585              2007 57,423              
1983 47,283              2008 55,376              
1984 48,720              2009 54,988              
1985 49,631              2010 53,568              
1986 51,388              2011 52,751              
1987 52,032              2012 52,666              
1988 52,432               20132 52,850              
1989 53,367               20133 54,525              
1990 52,684              2014 53,718              
1991 51,145              2015 56,516              

1The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 ASEC.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see ftp://ftp2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf.

Note:  For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Appendix Table A-1 of the report, Income and Poverty in 
the United States:  2015, U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-256.

YearTrough month
Year Median Income Year Median Income

Peak month Year

2The 2014 CPS ASEC included redesigned questions for income and health insurance coverage.  All of the approximately 98,000 
addresses were eligible to receive the redesigned set of health insurance coverage questions.  The redesigned income questions were 
implemented to a subsample of these 98,000 addresses using a probability split panel design.  Approximately 68,000 addresses were 
eligible to receive a set of income questions similar to those used in the 2013 CPS ASEC and the remaining 30,000 addresses were 
eligible to receive the redesigned income questions.  The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample which 
received the income questions consistent with the 2013 CPS ASEC, approximately 68,000 addresses. 
3The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample which received the redesigned income questions, 
approximately 30,000 addresses.



Real Median Household Income by Age of 
Householder: 2014 and 2015 
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+7.0% 

+3.5% 
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No significant 
difference 

+4.3% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements. 



Real Median Household Income
by Age of Householder: 2014 and 2015

Characteristic 2014 2015
Percentage 

change* 
(2015 less 2014)

15 to 24 years 34,645 36,108 4.2
25 to 34 years 54,305 57,366 *5.6
35 to 44 years 66,770 71,417 *7.0
45 to 54 years 70,913 73,857 *4.2
55 to 64 years 60,649 62,802 *3.5
65 years and older 36,938 38,515 *4.3

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <ftp://ftp2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>.

(Income in 2015 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent 
confidence level.



Real Median Household Income by Race and 
Hispanic Origin of Householder: 1967 to 2015 

Income in thousands (2015 dollars) Recession 
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Hispanic (any race) 

Asian 

Black 

$77,200 

$63,000 

$36,900 

$45,100 

Non-Hispanic White 

$64,300 

$52,300 

$38,900 

$26,800 
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Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income 
rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Real Median Household Income by Nativity of 
Householder: 2014 and 2015 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements. 

+10.5% 
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Real Median Household Income
by Nativity of Householder: 2014 and 2015

Characteristic 2014 2015
Percentage 

change* 
(2015 less 2014)

Native born 54,741 57,173 *4.4%
Total foreign born 49,649 52,295 *5.3%
   Naturalized citizen 59,329 61,982 4.5%
   Noncitizen 40,842 45,137 *10.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <ftp://ftp2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>.

(Income in 2015 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different 
from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



Real Household Income at Selected Percentiles:   
1967 to 2015 
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Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Income rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 



R
ea

l H
ou

se
ho

ld
 In

co
m

e 
at

 S
el

ec
te

d 
Pe

rc
en

til
es

:  
19

67
 to

 2
01

5
(In

co
m

e 
in

 2
01

5 
C

P
I-U

-R
S

 a
dj

us
te

d 
do

lla
rs

)

R
ec

es
si

on
s

90
th

 p
er

ce
nt

ile
 

lim
it

N
ov

em
be

r 
19

48
O

ct
ob

er
19

49
19

67
10

,1
17

    
    

    
 

44
,3

35
    

    
    

 
93

,3
50

    
    

    
 

11
7,

92
9

    
    

   
Ju

ly
19

53
M

ay
19

54
19

68
11

,0
13

    
    

    
 

46
,2

45
    

    
    

 
95

,5
61

    
    

    
 

11
8,

55
5

    
    

   
A

ug
us

t
19

57
A

pr
il

19
58

19
69

11
,2

98
    

    
    

 
47

,9
65

    
    

    
 

10
0,

84
1

    
    

   
12

4,
64

3
    

    
   

A
pr

il
19

60
Fe

br
ua

ry
19

61
19

70
11

,0
40

    
    

    
 

47
,5

93
    

    
    

 
10

1,
76

3
    

    
   

12
6,

28
4

    
    

   
D

ec
em

be
r

19
69

N
ov

em
be

r
19

70
19

71
11

,2
13

    
    

    
 

47
,1

30
    

    
    

 
10

1,
79

8
    

    
   

12
6,

01
0

    
    

   
N

ov
em

be
r

19
73

M
ar

ch
19

75
19

72
11

,9
56

    
    

    
 

49
,1

48
    

    
    

 
10

7,
45

0
    

    
   

13
4,

59
2

    
    

   
Ja

nu
ar

y
19

80
Ju

ly
19

80
19

73
12

,5
21

    
    

    
 

50
,1

41
    

    
    

 
11

0,
89

9
    

    
   

13
8,

08
8

    
    

   
Ju

ly
19

81
N

ov
em

be
r

19
82

19
74

12
,6

05
    

    
    

 
48

,5
53

    
    

    
 

10
8,

09
8

    
    

   
13

2,
68

9
    

    
   

Ju
ly

19
90

M
ar

ch
19

91
19

75
12

,2
61

    
    

    
 

47
,2

81
    

    
    

 
10

4,
58

0
    

    
   

12
8,

73
8

    
    

   
M

ar
ch

 
20

01
N

ov
em

be
r

20
01

19
76

12
,3

29
    

    
    

 
48

,0
66

    
    

    
 

10
7,

22
6

    
    

   
13

2,
61

2
    

    
   

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

07
Ju

ne
20

09
19

77
12

,4
81

    
    

    
 

48
,3

70
    

    
    

 
10

9,
09

3
    

    
   

13
5,

43
1

    
    

   
19

78
12

,7
37

    
    

    
 

50
,2

42
    

    
    

 
11

3,
39

8
    

    
   

14
0,

26
4

    
    

   
S

ou
rc

e:
  N

at
io

na
l B

ur
ea

u 
of

 E
co

no
m

ic
 R

es
ea

rc
h

19
79

12
,5

05
    

    
    

 
50

,1
46

    
    

    
 

11
4,

35
8

    
    

   
14

2,
75

3
    

    
   

   
   

   
   

   
 C

am
br

id
ge

, M
A

  0
21

38
19

80
12

,3
28

    
    

    
 

48
,5

18
    

    
    

 
11

2,
05

7
    

    
   

13
8,

79
0

    
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

 w
w

w
.n

be
r.o

rg
19

81
12

,1
57

    
    

    
 

47
,7

12
    

    
    

 
11

2,
07

7
    

    
   

13
8,

07
9

    
    

   
19

82
11

,9
39

    
    

    
 

47
,5

85
    

    
    

 
11

3,
24

3
    

    
   

14
1,

74
8

    
    

   
19

83
11

,9
02

    
    

    
 

47
,2

83
    

    
    

 
11

4,
36

5
    

    
   

14
3,

76
3

    
    

   
19

84
12

,3
83

    
    

    
 

48
,7

20
    

    
    

 
11

8,
30

5
    

    
   

14
8,

88
7

    
    

   
19

85
12

,3
92

    
    

    
 

49
,6

31
    

    
    

 
12

0,
11

1
    

    
   

15
1,

30
8

    
    

   
19

86
12

,3
47

    
    

    
 

51
,3

88
    

    
    

 
12

4,
56

4
    

    
   

15
9,

14
8

    
    

   
19

87
12

,4
53

    
    

    
 

52
,0

32
    

    
    

 
12

7,
38

8
    

    
   

16
1,

57
8

    
    

   
19

88
12

,6
42

    
    

    
 

52
,4

32
    

    
    

 
12

9,
03

4
    

    
   

16
4,

93
3

    
    

   
19

89
13

,2
93

    
    

    
 

53
,3

67
    

    
    

 
13

2,
84

4
    

    
   

16
9,

39
2

    
    

   
19

90
12

,8
79

    
    

    
 

52
,6

84
    

    
    

 
13

0,
37

7
    

    
   

16
6,

70
7

    
    

   
19

91
12

,6
00

    
    

    
 

51
,1

45
    

    
    

 
12

8,
82

7
    

    
   

16
3,

65
9

    
    

   
 1

99
21

12
,4

18
    

    
    

 
50

,7
25

    
    

    
 

12
8,

40
2

    
    

   
16

3,
95

0
    

    
   

19
93

12
,4

19
    

    
    

 
50

,4
78

    
    

    
 

13
2,

07
5

    
    

   
16

9,
07

3
    

    
   

19
94

12
,7

06
    

    
    

 
51

,0
65

    
    

    
 

13
4,

34
7

    
    

   
17

3,
81

7
    

    
   

19
95

13
,4

09
    

    
    

 
52

,6
64

    
    

    
 

13
5,

53
8

    
    

   
17

4,
64

1
    

    
   

19
96

13
,4

07
    

    
    

 
53

,4
07

    
    

    
 

13
8,

51
3

    
    

   
17

9,
87

8
    

    
   

19
97

13
,5

73
    

    
    

 
54

,5
06

    
    

    
 

14
3,

84
9

    
    

   
18

6,
39

9
    

    
   

19
98

14
,0

97
    

    
    

 
56

,5
10

    
    

    
 

14
7,

21
5

    
    

   
19

2,
11

9
    

    
   

19
99

14
,7

22
    

    
    

 
57

,9
09

    
    

    
 

15
3,

36
5

    
    

   
20

2,
06

1
    

    
   

20
00

14
,5

64
    

    
    

 
57

,7
90

    
    

    
 

15
4,

14
4

    
    

   
19

9,
86

4
    

    
   

20
01

14
,3

06
    

    
    

 
56

,5
31

    
    

    
 

15
2,

11
6

    
    

   
20

1,
47

5
    

    
   

20
02

13
,9

91
    

    
    

 
55

,8
71

    
    

    
 

15
0,

33
6

    
    

   
19

7,
61

9
    

    
   

20
03

13
,5

77
    

    
    

 
55

,8
23

    
    

    
 

15
2,

32
1

    
    

   
19

8,
61

1
    

    
   

 2
00

42
13

,6
85

    
    

    
 

55
,6

29
    

    
    

 
15

1,
66

0
    

    
   

19
7,

19
0

    
    

   
20

05
13

,7
00

   
   

   
  

56
,2

24
   

   
   

  
15

3,
03

1
   

   
   

20
1,

46
8

   
   

   
20

06
14

,1
07

   
   

   
  

56
,6

63
   

   
   

  
15

6,
34

9
   

   
   

20
4,

56
1

   
   

   
20

07
13

,9
03

   
   

   
  

57
,4

23
   

   
   

  
15

5,
46

7
   

   
   

20
2,

33
6

   
   

   
20

08
13

,3
87

   
   

   
  

55
,3

76
   

   
   

  
15

2,
24

8
   

   
   

19
8,

15
4

   
   

   
20

09
13

,3
89

   
   

   
  

54
,9

88
   

   
   

  
15

2,
04

1
   

   
   

19
8,

84
6

   
   

   
20

10
12

,8
94

    
    

    
 

53
,5

68
    

    
    

 
15

0,
86

5
    

    
   

19
6,

20
6

    
    

   
20

11
12

,6
46

    
    

    
 

52
,7

51
    

    
    

 
15

1,
34

8
    

    
   

19
6,

02
1

    
    

   
20

12
12

,6
31

    
    

    
 

52
,6

66
    

    
    

 
15

0,
71

8
    

    
   

19
7,

33
3

    
    

   
 2

01
33

12
,6

18
    

    
    

 
52

,8
50

    
    

    
 

15
2,

63
0

    
    

   
19

9,
43

7
    

    
   

 2
01

34
12

,4
13

   
   

   
  

54
,5

25
   

   
   

  
15

8,
15

1
   

   
   

20
8,

72
5

   
   

   
20

14
12

,2
90

   
   

   
  

53
,7

18
   

   
   

  
15

7,
66

0
   

   
   

20
6,

80
6

   
   

   
20

15
13

,2
59

   
   

   
  

56
,5

16
   

   
   

  
16

2,
18

0
   

   
   

21
4,

46
2

   
   

   

S
ou

rc
e:

 U
.S

. C
en

su
s 

B
ur

ea
u,

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

S
ur

ve
y,

 1
96

8 
th

ro
ug

h 
20

16
 A

nn
ua

l S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 S
up

pl
em

en
ts

.
Fo

r i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
on

 c
on

fid
en

tia
lit

y 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n,

 s
am

pl
in

g 
er

ro
r, 

no
ns

am
pl

in
g 

er
ro

r, 
an

d 
de

fin
iti

on
s,

 
se

e 
w

w
w

2.
ce

ns
us

.g
ov

/p
ro

gr
am

s-
su

rv
ey

s/
cp

s/
te

ch
do

cs
/c

ps
m

ar
16

.p
df

.

N
ot

e:
  F

or
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 s
ur

ve
y 

an
d 

da
ta

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

, s
ee

 fo
ot

no
te

s 
in

 A
pp

en
di

x 
Ta

bl
e 

A
-2

 o
f t

he
 re

po
rt,

 In
co

m
e 

an
d 

P
ov

er
ty

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s:
  2

01
5,

 U
. S

. C
en

su
s 

B
ur

ea
u,

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

R
ep

or
ts

, P
60

-2
56

.

4 Th
e 

so
ur

ce
 o

f t
he

se
 2

01
3 

es
tim

at
es

 is
 th

e 
po

rti
on

 o
f t

he
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 s
am

pl
e 

w
hi

ch
 re

ce
ive

d 
th

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

, a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

30
,0

00
 

ad
dr

es
se

s.

2 Th
e 

20
04

 d
at

a 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

re
vis

ed
 to

 re
fle

ct
 a

 c
or

re
ct

io
n 

to
 th

e 
w

ei
gh

ts
 in

 th
e 

20
05

 A
S

E
C

.

Y
ea

r
Tr

ou
gh

 m
on

th
Y

ea
r

P
ea

k 
m

on
th

Y
ea

r
95

th
 p

er
ce

nt
ile

 
lim

it
50

th
(m

ed
ia

n)
10

th
 p

er
ce

nt
ile

 
lim

it

1 C
ha

ng
e 

in
 d

at
a 

co
lle

ct
io

n 
m

et
ho

do
lo

gy
 s

ug
ge

st
s 

pr
e-

19
93

 a
nd

 p
os

t-1
99

2 
es

tim
at

es
 a

re
 n

ot
 c

om
pa

ra
bl

e.
  (

S
ee

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

R
ep

or
ts

, "
Th

e 
C

ha
ng

in
g 

S
ha

pe
 o

f t
he

 N
at

io
n'

s 
In

co
m

e 
D

is
tri

bu
tio

n:
  1

94
7-

19
98

,"
 P

60
-2

04
, f

or
 m

or
e 

de
ta

ils
.)

3 Th
e 

20
14

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 in

cl
ud

ed
 re

de
si

gn
ed

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 fo

r i
nc

om
e 

an
d 

he
al

th
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

.  
A

ll 
of

 th
e 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
98

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 w

er
e 

el
ig

ib
le

 to
 re

ce
ive

 th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 s

et
 o

f h
ea

lth
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

 q
ue

st
io

ns
.  

Th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 in

co
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

to
 a

 s
ub

sa
m

pl
e 

of
 

th
es

e 
98

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 u

si
ng

 a
 p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y 
sp

lit
 p

an
el

 d
es

ig
n.

  A
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

68
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

 w
er

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 re
ce

ive
 a

 s
et

 o
f i

nc
om

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 

si
m

ila
r t

o 
th

os
e 

us
ed

 in
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 a
nd

 th
e 

re
m

ai
ni

ng
 3

0,
00

0 
ad

dr
es

se
s 

w
er

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 re
ce

ive
 th

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

.  
Th

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f t

he
se

 2
01

3 
es

tim
at

es
 is

 th
e 

po
rti

on
 o

f t
he

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 s

am
pl

e 
w

hi
ch

 re
ce

ive
d 

th
e 

in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 c
on

si
st

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

, 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

68
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

. 



Gini Index of Money Income and  
Equivalence-Adjusted Income: 1967 to 2015 

0.300

0.320

0.340

0.360

0.380

0.400

0.420

0.440

0.460

0.480

0.500

1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Recession 

0.479 

0.397 

0.362 

0.462 

Money Income 
Gini Index 

Equivalence-adjusted 
Gini Index 

Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Change in data collection methodology in 1993. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 

 11 



G
in

i I
nd

ex
 o

f M
on

ey
 In

co
m

e 
an

d 
 

Eq
ui

va
le

nc
e-

A
dj

us
te

d*
 In

co
m

e:
 1

96
7 

to
 2

01
5

R
ec

es
si

on
s

N
ov

em
be

r 
19

48
O

ct
ob

er
19

49
19

67
0.

39
7

0.
36

2
Ju

ly
19

53
M

ay
19

54
19

68
0.

38
6

0.
35

1
A

ug
us

t
19

57
A

pr
il

19
58

19
69

0.
39

1
0.

35
3

A
pr

il
19

60
Fe

br
ua

ry
19

61
19

70
0.

39
4

0.
35

7
D

ec
em

be
r

19
69

N
ov

em
be

r
19

70
19

71
0.

39
6

0.
35

9
N

ov
em

be
r

19
73

M
ar

ch
19

75
19

72
0.

40
1

0.
36

2
Ja

nu
ar

y
19

80
Ju

ly
19

80
19

73
0.

40
0

0.
36

0
Ju

ly
19

81
N

ov
em

be
r

19
82

19
74

0.
39

5
0.

35
4

Ju
ly

19
90

M
ar

ch
19

91
19

75
0.

39
7

0.
35

9
M

ar
ch

 
20

01
N

ov
em

be
r

20
01

19
76

0.
39

8
0.

35
9

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

07
Ju

ne
20

09
19

77
0.

40
2

0.
36

2
S

ou
rc

e:
  N

at
io

na
l B

ur
ea

u 
of

 E
co

no
m

ic
 R

es
ea

rc
h

19
78

0.
40

2
0.

36
3

   
   

   
   

   
 C

am
br

id
ge

, M
A

  0
21

38
19

79
0.

40
4

0.
36

6
   

   
   

   
   

 w
w

w
.n

be
r.o

rg
19

80
0.

40
3

0.
36

7
19

81
0.

40
6

0.
37

3
19

82
0.

41
2

0.
38

4
19

83
0.

41
4

0.
38

9
19

84
0.

41
5

0.
38

9
19

85
0.

41
9

0.
39

4
19

86
0.

42
5

0.
39

7
19

87
0.

42
6

0.
39

9
19

88
0.

42
6

0.
40

2
19

89
0.

43
1

0.
40

8
19

90
0.

42
8

0.
40

6
19

91
0.

42
8

0.
40

6
 1

99
21

0.
43

3
0.

41
3

19
93

0.
45

4
0.

43
6

19
94

0.
45

6
0.

43
6

19
95

0.
45

0
0.

43
3

19
96

0.
45

5
0.

43
7

19
97

0.
45

9
0.

44
0

19
98

0.
45

6
0.

43
9

19
99

0.
45

8
0.

44
1

20
00

0.
46

2
0.

44
2

20
01

0.
46

6
0.

44
6

20
02

0.
46

2
0.

44
3

20
03

0.
46

4
0.

44
5

 2
00

42
0.

46
6

0.
44

7
20

05
0.

46
9

0.
45

0
20

06
0.

47
0

0.
45

2
20

07
0.

46
3

0.
44

4
20

08
0.

46
6

0.
45

0
20

09
0.

46
8

0.
45

6
20

10
0.

47
0

0.
45

6
20

11
0.

47
7

0.
46

3
20

12
0.

47
7

0.
46

3
 2

01
33

0.
47

6
0.

45
9

 2
01

34
0.

48
2

0.
46

7
20

14
0.

48
0

0.
46

4
20

15
0.

47
9

0.
46

2

S
ou

rc
e:

 U
.S

. C
en

su
s 

B
ur

ea
u,

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

S
ur

ve
y,

 1
96

8 
th

ro
ug

h 
20

16
 A

nn
ua

l S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 S
up

pl
em

en
ts

.

* 
E

qu
iva

le
nc

e-
ad

ju
st

ed
 in

co
m

e 
ta

ke
s 

in
to

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f p

eo
pl

e 
liv

in
g 

in
 th

e 
ho

us
eh

ol
d 

an
d 

ho
w

 th
es

e 
pe

op
le

 s
ha

re
 re

so
ur

ce
s 

an
d 

ta
ke

 
ad

va
nt

ag
e 

of
 e

co
no

m
ie

s 
of

 s
ca

le
. E

qu
iva

le
nc

e-
ad

ju
st

ed
 in

co
m

e 
is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
in

co
m

e 
re

la
tiv

e 
to

 a
 4

-p
er

so
n 

(2
 a

du
lt,

 2
 c

hi
ld

) f
am

ily
.

1 C
ha

ng
e 

in
 d

at
a 

co
lle

ct
io

n 
m

et
ho

do
lo

gy
 s

ug
ge

st
s 

pr
e-

19
93

 a
nd

 p
os

t-1
99

2 
es

tim
at

es
 a

re
 n

ot
 c

om
pa

ra
bl

e.
  (

S
ee

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

R
ep

or
ts

, "
Th

e 
C

ha
ng

in
g 

S
ha

pe
 o

f t
he

 N
at

io
n'

s 
In

co
m

e 
D

is
tri

bu
tio

n:
  1

94
7-

19
98

,"
 P

60
-2

04
, f

or
 m

or
e 

de
ta

ils
.)

3 Th
e 

20
14

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 in

cl
ud

ed
 re

de
si

gn
ed

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 fo

r i
nc

om
e 

an
d 

he
al

th
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

.  
A

ll 
of

 th
e 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
98

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 w

er
e 

el
ig

ib
le

 to
 re

ce
ive

 th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 s

et
 o

f h
ea

lth
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

 q
ue

st
io

ns
.  

Th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 in

co
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

to
 a

 s
ub

sa
m

pl
e 

of
 

th
es

e 
98

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 u

si
ng

 a
 p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y 
sp

lit
 p

an
el

 d
es

ig
n.

  A
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

68
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

 w
er

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 re
ce

ive
 a

 s
et

 o
f i

nc
om

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 

si
m

ila
r t

o 
th

os
e 

us
ed

 in
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 a
nd

 th
e 

re
m

ai
ni

ng
 3

0,
00

0 
ad

dr
es

se
s 

w
er

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 re
ce

ive
 th

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

.  
Th

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f t

he
se

 2
01

3 
es

tim
at

es
 is

 th
e 

po
rti

on
 o

f t
he

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 s

am
pl

e 
w

hi
ch

 re
ce

ive
d 

th
e 

in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 c
on

si
st

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

, 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

68
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

. 

N
ot

e:
  F

or
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 s
ur

ve
y 

an
d 

da
ta

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

, s
ee

 fo
ot

no
te

s 
in

 A
pp

en
di

x 
Ta

bl
e 

A
-3

 o
f t

he
 re

po
rt,

 In
co

m
e 

an
d 

P
ov

er
ty

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s:
  2

01
5,

 U
. S

. C
en

su
s 

B
ur

ea
u,

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

R
ep

or
ts

, P
60

-2
56

.

Fo
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

on
 c

on
fid

en
tia

lit
y 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n,
 s

am
pl

in
g 

er
ro

r, 
no

ns
am

pl
in

g 
er

ro
r, 

an
d 

de
fin

iti
on

s,
 s

ee
 w

w
w

2.
ce

ns
us

.g
ov

/p
ro

gr
am

s-
su

rv
ey

s/
cp

s/
te

ch
do

cs
/c

ps
m

ar
16

.p
df

.

2 Th
e 

20
04

 d
at

a 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

re
vis

ed
 to

 re
fle

ct
 a

 c
or

re
ct

io
n 

to
 th

e 
w

ei
gh

ts
 in

 th
e 

20
05

 A
S

E
C

.

4 Th
e 

so
ur

ce
 o

f t
he

se
 2

01
3 

es
tim

at
es

 is
 th

e 
po

rti
on

 o
f t

he
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 s
am

pl
e 

w
hi

ch
 re

ce
ive

d 
th

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

, a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

30
,0

00
 

ad
dr

es
se

s.

Y
ea

r
Tr

ou
gh

 m
on

th
Y

ea
r

P
ea

k 
m

on
th

Y
ea

r
M

on
ey

 In
co

m
e 

G
in

i I
nd

ex

E
qu

iva
le

nc
e-

ad
ju

st
ed

 G
in

i 
In

de
x



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Real Median Earnings and Women’s-to-Men’s 
Earnings Ratio: 1960 to 2015 

(Full-time, year-round workers, aged 15 and older) 

Earnings of men 
$37,600 

$51,200 

Earnings of women 
$22,800 

$40,700 

Women’s-to-men’s  
    earnings ratio 

61% 

80% 

Recession Earnings in thousands (2015 dollars) 

Percent 

Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Earnings rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 

 12 



(E
ar

ni
ng

s 
in

 2
01

5 
C

P
I-U

-R
S

 a
dj

us
te

d 
do

lla
rs

)

R
ec

es
si

on
s

N
ov

em
be

r 
19

48
O

ct
ob

er
19

49

Ju
ly

19
53

M
ay

19
54

A
ug

us
t

19
57

A
pr

il
19

58
A

pr
il

19
60

Fe
br

ua
ry

19
61

19
60

N
37

,6
08

N
22

,8
19

0.
60

7
D

ec
em

be
r

19
69

N
ov

em
be

r
19

70

19
61

N
38

,8
08

N
22

,9
94

0.
59

2
N

ov
em

be
r

19
73

M
ar

ch
19

75

19
62

N
39

,5
18

N
23

,4
33

0.
59

3
Ja

nu
ar

y
19

80
Ju

ly
19

80

19
63

N
40

,5
10

N
23

,8
79

0.
58

9
Ju

ly
19

81
N

ov
em

be
r

19
82

19
64

N
41

,4
57

N
24

,5
21

0.
59

1
Ju

ly
19

90
M

ar
ch

19
91

19
65

N
42

,0
47

N
25

,1
97

0.
59

9
M

ar
ch

 
20

01
N

ov
em

be
r

20
01

19
66

N
43

,8
83

N
25

,2
57

0.
57

6
D

ec
em

be
r

20
07

Ju
ne

20
09

19
67

36
,6

45
   

   
   

  
44

,5
77

14
,8

46
25

,7
58

0.
57

8
S

ou
rc

e:
  N

at
io

na
l B

ur
ea

u 
of

 E
co

no
m

ic
 R

es
ea

rc
h

19
68

37
,0

68
   

   
   

  
45

,7
74

15
,0

13
26

,6
20

0.
58

2
   

   
   

   
   

   
C

am
br

id
ge

, M
A

  0
21

38
19

69
37

,0
08

   
   

   
  

47
,0

38
15

,3
74

28
,4

56
0.

60
5

   
   

   
   

   
   

w
w

w
.n

be
r.o

rg
19

70
36

,1
32

   
   

   
  

48
,8

57
15

,4
76

29
,0

06
0.

59
4

19
71

36
,8

19
   

   
   

  
49

,0
66

16
,0

02
29

,1
98

0.
59

5
19

72
38

,1
84

   
   

   
  

51
,7

08
16

,6
75

29
,9

19
0.

57
9

19
73

39
,5

81
   

   
   

  
53

,3
56

17
,1

95
30

,2
17

0.
56

6
19

74
37

,9
16

   
   

   
  

51
,4

41
16

,9
45

30
,2

24
0.

58
8

19
75

37
,2

67
   

   
   

  
51

,1
20

17
,4

52
30

,0
68

0.
58

8
19

76
38

,1
84

   
   

   
  

50
,9

80
18

,0
73

30
,6

86
0.

60
2

19
77

39
,2

63
   

   
   

  
52

,1
27

19
,2

38
30

,7
14

0.
58

9
19

78
41

,0
36

   
   

   
  

52
,4

63
20

,9
14

31
,1

85
0.

59
4

19
79

42
,4

37
   

   
   

  
51

,8
31

22
,0

82
30

,9
24

0.
59

7
19

80
41

,8
81

   
   

   
  

50
,9

89
22

,8
59

30
,6

75
0.

60
2

19
81

41
,7

73
   

   
   

  
50

,6
79

23
,3

29
30

,0
20

0.
59

2
19

82
40

,1
05

   
   

   
  

49
,7

22
23

,7
02

30
,7

01
0.

61
7

19
83

41
,5

28
   

   
   

  
49

,5
38

25
,1

66
31

,5
03

0.
63

6
19

84
43

,8
08

   
   

   
  

50
,4

65
26

,4
66

32
,1

25
0.

63
7

19
85

44
,9

43
   

   
   

  
50

,8
43

27
,3

83
32

,8
32

0.
64

6
19

86
45

,9
12

   
   

   
  

52
,1

29
28

,4
20

33
,5

03
0.

64
3

19
87

47
,0

13
   

   
   

  
51

,8
03

29
,9

12
33

,7
64

0.
65

2
19

88
48

,2
85

   
   

   
  

51
,3

36
31

,2
37

33
,9

07
0.

66
0

19
89

49
,6

78
   

   
   

  
50

,4
59

31
,3

40
34

,6
52

0.
68

7
19

90
49

,1
71

   
   

   
  

48
,6

99
31

,6
82

34
,8

76
0.

71
6

19
91

47
,8

88
   

   
   

  
49

,9
48

32
,4

36
34

,8
93

0.
69

9
19

92
48

,5
51

   
   

   
  

49
,9

98
33

,2
41

35
,3

91
0.

70
8

19
93

49
,8

18
   

   
   

  
49

,1
31

33
,5

24
35

,1
38

0.
71

5
19

94
51

,5
80

   
   

   
  

48
,8

33
34

,1
55

35
,1

44
0.

72
0

19
95

52
,6

67
   

   
   

  
48

,6
77

   
   

   
   

35
,4

82
   

   
   

   
 

34
,7

69
   

   
   

   
 

0.
71

4
19

96
53

,7
87

   
   

   
  

48
,3

69
   

   
   

   
36

,4
30

   
   

   
   

 
35

,6
78

   
   

   
   

 
0.

73
8

19
97

54
,9

09
   

   
   

  
49

,5
99

   
   

   
   

37
,6

83
   

   
   

   
 

36
,7

83
   

   
   

   
 

0.
74

2
19

98
56

,9
51

   
   

   
  

51
,3

65
   

   
   

   
38

,7
85

   
   

   
   

 
37

,5
84

   
   

   
   

 
0.

73
2

19
99

58
,2

99
   

   
   

  
51

,7
83

   
   

   
   

40
,8

71
   

   
   

   
 

37
,4

47
   

   
   

   
 

0.
72

3
20

00
59

,6
02

   
   

   
  

51
,2

69
   

   
   

   
41

,7
19

   
   

   
   

 
37

,7
96

   
   

   
   

 
0.

73
7

20
01

58
,7

12
   

   
   

  
51

,2
39

   
   

   
   

41
,6

39
   

   
   

   
 

39
,1

11
   

   
   

   
 

0.
76

3
20

02
58

,7
61

   
   

   
  

51
,9

45
   

   
   

   
41

,8
76

   
   

   
   

 
39

,7
91

   
   

   
   

 
0.

76
6

20
03

58
,7

72
   

   
   

  
52

,4
08

   
   

   
   

41
,9

08
   

   
   

   
 

39
,5

93
   

   
   

   
 

0.
75

5
  2

00
41

60
,0

88
   

   
   

  
51

,1
90

   
   

   
   

42
,3

80
   

   
   

   
 

39
,1

99
   

   
   

   
 

0.
76

6
20

05
61

,5
00

   
   

   
  

50
,2

29
   

   
   

   
43

,3
51

   
   

   
   

 
38

,6
65

   
   

   
   

 
0.

77
0

20
06

63
,0

55
   

   
   

  
49

,6
80

   
   

   
   

44
,6

63
   

   
   

   
 

38
,2

23
   

   
   

   
 

0.
76

9
20

07
62

,9
84

   
   

   
  

51
,5

70
   

   
   

   
45

,6
13

   
   

   
   

 
40

,1
26

   
   

   
   

 
0.

77
8

20
08

59
,8

61
   

   
   

  
51

,0
43

   
   

   
   

44
,1

56
   

   
   

   
 

39
,3

50
   

   
   

   
 

0.
77

1
20

09
56

,0
53

   
   

   
  

52
,0

61
   

   
   

   
43

,2
17

   
   

   
   

 
40

,0
76

   
   

   
   

 
0.

77
0

20
10

56
,2

83
   

   
   

  
52

,1
28

   
   

   
   

43
,1

79
   

   
   

   
 

40
,1

01
   

   
   

   
 

0.
76

9
20

11
57

,9
93

   
   

   
  

50
,7

99
   

   
   

   
43

,6
83

   
   

   
   

 
39

,1
18

   
   

   
   

 
0.

77
0

20
12

59
,0

09
   

   
   

  
50

,9
94

   
   

   
   

44
,0

42
   

   
   

   
 

39
,0

12
   

   
   

   
 

0.
76

5
 2

01
32

60
,7

69
   

   
   

  
50

,9
10

   
   

   
   

45
,0

68
   

   
   

   
 

39
,8

43
   

   
   

   
 

0.
78

3
 2

01
33

61
,2

40
   

   
   

  
50

,8
92

   
   

   
   

44
,6

29
   

   
   

   
 

39
,4

73
   

   
   

   
 

0.
77

6
20

14
62

,4
55

   
   

   
  

50
,4

41
   

   
   

   
46

,2
26

   
   

   
   

 
39

,6
67

   
   

   
   

 
0.

78
6

20
15

63
,8

87
   

   
   

  
51

,2
12

   
   

   
   

47
,2

11
   

   
   

   
 

40
,7

42
   

   
   

   
 

0.
79

6

N
  N

ot
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

S
ou

rc
e:

  U
.S

. C
en

su
s 

B
ur

ea
u,

 C
ur

re
nt

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

S
ur

ve
y,

 1
96

1 
th

ro
ug

h 
20

16
 A

nn
ua

l S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 S
up

pl
em

en
ts

.
Fo

r i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
on

 c
on

fid
en

tia
lit

y 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n,

 s
am

pl
in

g 
er

ro
r, 

no
ns

am
pl

in
g 

er
ro

r, 
an

d 
de

fin
iti

on
s,

 s
ee

 ft
p:

//f
tp

2.
ce

ns
us

.g
ov

/p
ro

gr
am

s-
su

rv
ey

s/
cp

s/
te

ch
do

cs
/c

ps
m

ar
16

.p
df

.

N
ot

e:
  F

or
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 s
ur

ve
y 

an
d 

da
ta

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

, s
ee

 fo
ot

no
te

s 
in

 A
pp

en
di

x 
Ta

bl
e 

A
-4

 o
f t

he
 re

po
rt,

 In
co

m
e 

an
d 

P
ov

er
ty

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s:
  2

01
5 

 U
.S

. 
C

en
su

s 
B

ur
ea

u,
 C

ur
re

nt
 P

op
ul

at
io

n 
R

ep
or

ts
, P

60
-2

56
.

2 Th
e 

20
14

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 in

cl
ud

ed
 re

de
si

gn
ed

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 fo

r i
nc

om
e 

an
d 

he
al

th
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

.  
A

ll 
of

 th
e 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
98

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 w

er
e 

el
ig

ib
le

 to
 re

ce
ive

 th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 s

et
 o

f h
ea

lth
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

 q
ue

st
io

ns
.  

Th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 in

co
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

to
 a

 s
ub

sa
m

pl
e 

of
 th

es
e 

98
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

 u
si

ng
 a

 p
ro

ba
bi

lit
y 

sp
lit

 p
an

el
 d

es
ig

n.
  A

pp
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
68

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 w

er
e 

el
ig

ib
le

 to
 re

ce
ive

 a
 s

et
 o

f i
nc

om
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 s
im

ila
r t

o 
th

os
e 

us
ed

 in
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 a
nd

 th
e 

re
m

ai
ni

ng
 3

0,
00

0 
ad

dr
es

se
s 

w
er

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 re
ce

ive
 th

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

.  
Th

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f t

he
se

 2
01

3 
es

tim
at

es
 is

 th
e 

po
rti

on
 o

f t
he

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 s

am
pl

e 
w

hi
ch

 re
ce

ive
d 

th
e 

in
co

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 c
on

si
st

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
20

13
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

, a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

68
,0

00
 a

dd
re

ss
es

. 
3 Th

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f t

he
se

 2
01

3 
es

tim
at

es
 is

 th
e 

po
rti

on
 o

f t
he

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 s

am
pl

e 
w

hi
ch

 re
ce

ive
d 

th
e 

re
de

si
gn

ed
 in

co
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
, a

pp
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
30

,0
00

 a
dd

re
ss

es
.

1 Th
e 

20
04

 d
at

a 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

re
vis

ed
 to

 re
fle

ct
 a

 c
or

re
ct

io
n 

to
 th

e 
w

ei
gh

ts
 in

 th
e 

20
05

 A
S

E
C

.

P
ea

k 
m

on
th

R
ea

l M
ed

ia
n 

Ea
rn

in
gs

 a
nd

 W
om

en
’s

-to
-

M
en

’s
 E

ar
ni

ng
s 

R
at

io
: 1

96
0 

to
 2

01
5

Y
ea

r
Tr

ou
gh

 m
on

th
Ye

ar

N
um

be
r w

ith
 

ea
rn

in
gs

 
(th

ou
sa

nd
s)

M
ed

ia
n 

ea
rn

in
gs

 
(d

ol
la

rs
)

N
um

be
r w

ith
 

ea
rn

in
gs

 
(th

ou
sa

nd
s)

M
ed

ia
n 

ea
rn

in
gs

 
(d

ol
la

rs
)

Y
ea

r

M
en

W
om

en

W
om

en
's

-to
-

M
en

's
 

ea
rn

in
gs

 ra
tio

(F
ul

l-t
im

e,
 y

ea
r-

ro
un

d 
w

or
ke

rs
)



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Total and Full-Time, Year-Round Workers  
with Earnings by Sex: 1967 to 2015 

All male workers 

Females, full-time 
year-round 
 

Males, full-time 
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Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions.  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements.  13 
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Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements. 
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Poverty Rates by Age and Sex: 2015 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement. 
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Male FemalePercent 
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Age Group Male Female

Percentage point 
change (Male 

minus Female) 

Under 18 years 19.5 19.9 -0.3
18 to 24 16.4 21.7 *-5.3
25 to 34 9.9 16.0 *-6.1
34 to 44 9.8 14.1 *-4.1
45 to 54 9.4 10.5 *-2.1
55 to 59 9.0 10.7 *-1.7
65 years and older 7.0 10.3 *-3.3

Supplements.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling
error, and definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2016 Annual Social and Economic 

Poverty Rates by Age and Sex: 2015

*Changes between the male and female estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



Observations from the 
Interagency Technical Working 
Group  
• Will not replace the official 

poverty measure 
• Will not be used for resource 

allocation or program eligibility 
• Census Bureau and Bureau of 

Labor Statistics responsible for 
improving and updating the 
measure 

• Continued research and 
improvement 

• Based on National Academy of 
Sciences panel 1995 
recommendations 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 
www2.census.gov/library/publications/2016/demo/p60-258.html  

Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM)    

 18 





Supplemental Poverty Measure 
Thresholds and Resources 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
www.census.gov/library/infographics/poverty_measure-how.html  

Official 
poverty 

measure 

Owners 
with a 

mortgage 

Owners 
without a 
mortgage 

Renters 
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 $24,036  

 $25,930  

 $21,806  

 $25,583  

Source:  Official Poverty Thresholds,  
www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/index.html, 
Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds,  Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), 
www.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm. 

Official 
poverty 

measure 

Owners 
with a 

mortgage 

Owners 
without a 
mortgage 

Renters 

Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds 
 

Official and SPM Thresholds for Units  
with Two Children, Two Adults: 2015 





Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates:  
2014 and 2015 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 
2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.  
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(Percent)

Characteristic 2014 2015

All People 15.3% 14.3%
Under 18 years 16.7% 16.1%
18 to 64 years 15.0% 13.8%
65 years and older 14.4% 13.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar16.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2014 
and 2015



Comparison of SPM and Official  
Poverty Estimates: 2015 

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement.   
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(Percent)

Characteristic Official* SPM

All People 13.7% 14.3%
Under 18 years 20.1% 16.1%
18 to 64 years 12.4% 13.8%
65 years and older 8.8% 13.7%

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar16.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty 
Estimates: 2015



Change in Number of People in Poverty After 
Including Each Element: 2015 (In millions)  

-9.2 
-4.6 

-3.3 
-2.5 

-1.4 
-1.3 
-0.7 
-0.6 
-0.4 
-0.4 
-0.2 

1.4 
4.8 
5.6 

-35 -25 -15 -5 5 15

Social Security
Refundable tax credits

SNAP
SSI

Housing subsidies
Child support received

School lunch
TANF/general assistance
Unemployment insurance

Workers' compensation
WIC

LIHEAP
Child support paid

Federal income tax
FICA

Work expenses
Medical expenses

Under 18 years 18 to 64 years 65 years and over

-26.6 

0.3 
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11.2 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement.  



Program Under 18 years 18 to 64 years 65 years and over All Ages
Social Security -1.6 -7.9 -17.1 -26.6
Refundable tax credits -4.8 -4.3 -0.1 -9.2
SNAP -2.0 -2.2 -0.4 -4.6
SSI -0.6 -2.1 -0.6 -3.3
Housing subsidies -0.9 -1.2 -0.5 -2.5
Child support received -0.8 -0.6 0.0 -1.4
School lunch -0.7 -0.5 0.0 -1.3
TANF/general assistance -0.4 -0.3 0.0 -0.7
Unemployment insurance -0.2 -0.4 0.0 -0.6
Workers' compensation -0.1 -0.2 0.0 -0.4
WIC -0.2 -0.2 0.0 -0.4
LIHEAP -0.1 -0.1 0.0 -0.2
Child support paid 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.3
Federal income tax 0.3 1.1 0.1 1.4
FICA 1.5 3.1 0.2 4.8
Work expenses 1.8 3.6 0.2 5.6
Medical expenses 2.5 6.0 2.7 11.2
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement.  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar15.pdf>.

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2015 (in millions)



Changes in the rate of 
health insurance coverage 
reflect: 
 

• Economic trends 
 

• Demographic shifts 
 

• Policy changes, such as the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

 23 





Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance 
Coverage: 2015 

*Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical 
Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs) as well as care provided by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the military. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement. 
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Percentage of People by Type of 
Health Insurance Coverage: 2015

Uninsured 9.1
With health insurance 90.9

Any Private Plan 67.2
  Employment-based 55.7
  Direct-purchase 16.3

Any Government Plan 37.1
  Medicare 16.3
  Medicaid 19.6
  Military Health Care1 4.7

1Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), 
as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military. 

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.

Type of Health Insurance 2015



Change in Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2014 to 2015 

      No statistical change between years. 
 
*Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs) as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
military. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2014, 2015, and 2016 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements. 

Uninsured 

With health insurance 

Any private plan 

Employment-based 

Direct-purchase 

Any government plan 

Medicare 

Medicaid 

Military health care* 
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Change in Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance 
Coverage: 2014 to 2015

Uninsured 10.4 9.1 *-1.3
With health insurance 89.6 90.9 *1.3

Any Private Plan 66.0 67.2 *1.2
Employment-based 55.4 55.7 0.3
Direct-purchase 14.6 16.3 *1.7

Any Government Plan 36.5 37.1 *0.6
Medicare 16.0 16.3 *0.3
Medicaid 19.5 19.6 0.1
Military Health Care1 4.5 4.7 0.2

1Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), 
as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military. 

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Z Represents or rounds to zero.
*Changes between the estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

Type of Health Insurance 2014 2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)



Change in Percentage of People by Type of Health 
Insurance Coverage: 2013 to 2015 

Uninsured 

With health insurance 

Any private plan 

Employment-based 

Direct-purchase 

Any government plan 

Medicare 

Medicaid 

Military health care* 
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      No statistical change between years. 
 
*Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs) as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
military. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2014, 2015, and 2016 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements. 



Change in Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance 
Coverage: 2013 to 2015

Uninsured 13.3 10.4 9.1 *-1.3 *-4.3
With health insurance 86.7 89.6 90.9 *1.3 *4.3

Any Private Plan 64.1 66.0 67.2 *1.2 *3.0
Employment-based 55.7 55.4 55.7 0.3 Z
Direct-purchase 11.4 14.6 16.3 *1.7 *4.9

Any Government Plan 34.6 36.5 37.1 *0.6 *2.6
Medicare 15.6 16.0 16.3 *0.3 *0.6
Medicaid 17.5 19.5 19.6 0.1 *2.0
Military Health Care1 4.5 4.5 4.7 0.2 0.2

1Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), 
as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military. 

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2014, 2015, and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Z Represents or rounds to zero.

Type of Health Insurance 2013 2014

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2013)

*Changes between the estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013, 2014, and 2015    
1-Year American Community Surveys. 

Uninsured Rate by Single Year of Age: 2013 to 2015 
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Uninsured Rate by Household Income:  
2014 and 2015 

 Percent 2015 2014 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.  28 
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Uninsured Rate by Household Income: 2014 and 2015

Less than $25,000 16.6 14.8 *-1.7
$25,000 to $49,999 14.1 12.5 *-1.6
$50,000 to $74,999 10.7 9.6 *-1.1
$75,000 to $99,999 8.0 7.3 *-0.7
$100,000 or more 5.3 4.5 *-0.8

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Household Income 2014 2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)

*Changes between the 2014 and 2015 estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



Uninsured Rate by Work Experience, Ages 19 to 64 Years: 
2014 and 2015 

 Percent 2015 2014 

 29 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 
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Uninsured Rate by Work Experience, Ages 19 to 64 Years: 
2014 and 2015

Worked full time, year round 11.2 9.9 *-1.3
Worked less than full time, year round 18.1 15.8 *-2.3
Nonworkers 17.7 15.8 *-2.0

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Work Experience 2014 2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)

*Changes between the 2014 and 2015 estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



Uninsured Rate by Race and Hispanic Origin:  
2014 and 2015 

 Percent 2015 2014 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 



Uninsured Rate by Race and Hispanic Origin: 
2014 and 2015

White, not Hispanic 7.6 6.7 *-0.9
Black 11.8 11.1 -0.7
Asian 9.3 7.5 *-1.9
Hispanic (any race) 19.9 16.2 *-3.6

Federal surveys give respondents the option of reporting more than one race.  This chart shows data using the race-alone concept.
For example, Asian refers to people who reported Asian and no other race.

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the Current Population Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar16.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Race and Hispanic Origin 2014 2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)

*Changes between the 2014 and 2015 estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



31 

Uninsured Rate by State: 2013 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 1-Year American 
Community Survey. 



Uninsured Rate by State: 2013

United States 14.5 Missouri 13.0

Alabama 13.6 Montana 16.5

Alaska 18.5 Nebraska 11.3

Arizona 17.1 Nevada 20.7

Arkansas 16.0 New Hampshire 10.7

California 17.2 New Jersey 13.2

Colorado 14.1 New Mexico 18.6

Connecticut 9.4 New York 10.7

Delaware 9.1 North Carolina 15.6

District of Columbia 6.7 North Dakota 10.4

Florida 20.0 Ohio 11.0

Georgia 18.8 Oklahoma 17.7

Hawaii 6.7 Oregon 14.7

Idaho 16.2 Pennsylvania 9.7

Illinois 12.7 Rhode Island 11.6

Indiana 14.0 South Carolina 15.8

Iowa 8.1 South Dakota 11.3

Kansas 12.3 Tennessee 13.9

Kentucky 14.3 Texas 22.1

Louisiana 16.6 Utah 14.0

Maine 11.2 Vermont 7.2

Maryland 10.2 Virginia 12.3

Massachusetts 3.7 Washington 14.0

Michigan 11.0 West Virginia 14.0

Minnesota 8.2 Wisconsin 9.1

Mississippi 17.1 Wyoming 13.4

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 1-Year American Community Survey.

State Percent 
Uninsured

State Percent 
Uninsured



Uninsured Rate by State: 2014 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 1-Year American 
Community Survey. 31 



Uninsured Rate by State: 2014

United States 11.7 Missouri 11.7

Alabama 12.1 Montana 14.2

Alaska 17.2 Nebraska 9.7

Arizona 13.6 Nevada 15.2

Arkansas 11.8 New Hampshire 9.2

California 12.4 New Jersey 10.9

Colorado 10.3 New Mexico 14.5

Connecticut 6.9 New York 8.7

Delaware 7.8 North Carolina 13.1

District of Columbia 5.3 North Dakota 7.9

Florida 16.6 Ohio 8.4

Georgia 15.8 Oklahoma 15.4

Hawaii 5.3 Oregon 9.7

Idaho 13.6 Pennsylvania 8.5

Illinois 9.7 Rhode Island 7.4

Indiana 11.9 South Carolina 13.6

Iowa 6.2 South Dakota 9.8

Kansas 10.2 Tennessee 12.0

Kentucky 8.5 Texas 19.1

Louisiana 14.8 Utah 12.5

Maine 10.1 Vermont 5.0

Maryland 7.9 Virginia 10.9

Massachusetts 3.3 Washington 9.2

Michigan 8.5 West Virginia 8.6

Minnesota 5.9 Wisconsin 7.3

Mississippi 14.5 Wyoming 12.0

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 1-Year American Community Survey.

State Percent 
Uninsured

State Percent 
Uninsured



Uninsured Rate by State: 2015 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 1-Year American 
Community Survey. 31 



Uninsured Rate by State: 2015

United States 9.4 Missouri 9.8
Alabama 10.1 Montana 11.6

Alaska 14.9 Nebraska 8.2
Arizona 10.8 Nevada 12.3

Arkansas 9.5 New Hampshire 6.3
California 8.6 New Jersey 8.7
Colorado 8.1 New Mexico 10.9

Connecticut 6.0 New York 7.1
Delaware 5.9 North Carolina 11.2

District of Columbia 3.8 North Dakota 7.8
Florida 13.3 Ohio 6.5

Georgia 13.9 Oklahoma 13.9
Hawaii 4.0 Oregon 7.0
Idaho 11.0 Pennsylvania 6.4

Illinois 7.1 Rhode Island 5.7
Indiana 9.6 South Carolina 10.9

Iowa 5.0 South Dakota 10.2
Kansas 9.1 Tennessee 10.3

Kentucky 6.0 Texas 17.1
Louisiana 11.9 Utah 10.5

Maine 8.4 Vermont 3.8
Maryland 6.6 Virginia 9.1

Massachusetts 2.8 Washington 6.6
Michigan 6.1 West Virginia 6.0

Minnesota 4.5 Wisconsin 5.7
Mississippi 12.7 Wyoming 11.5

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 1-Year American Community Survey.

State Percent 
Uninsured

State Percent 
Uninsured



Uninsured Rate by State and  
Medicaid Expansion Status: 2015 

32 
*Medicaid expansion status as of January 1, 2015. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 1-Year American 
Community Survey. 



Uninsured Rate by State and Medicaid Expansion Status: 2015

Alabama No Montana No

Alaska No Nebraska No

Arizona Yes Nevada Yes

Arkansas Yes New Hampshire 2Yes

California Yes New Jersey Yes

Colorado Yes New Mexico Yes

Connecticut Yes New York Yes

Delaware Yes North Carolina No

District of Columbia Yes North Dakota Yes

Florida No Ohio Yes

Georgia No Oklahoma No

Hawaii Yes Oregon Yes

Idaho No Pennsylvania 2Yes

Illinois Yes Rhode Island Yes

Indiana No South Carolina No

Iowa Yes South Dakota No

Kansas No Tennessee No

Kentucky Yes Texas No

Louisiana No Utah No

Maine No Vermont Yes

Maryland Yes Virginia No

Massachusetts Yes Washington Yes

Michigan 2Yes West Virginia Yes

Minnesota Yes Wisconsin No

Mississippi No Wyoming No

Missouri No

2Expanded Medicaid eligibility between January 1, 2014, and January 1, 2015.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 1-Year American Community Survey.

State
Medicaid 

Expansion 
State?1

State
Medicaid 

Expansion 
State?1

1Medicaid expansion status as of January 1, 2015.  For more information, see <www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-
Information/By-State/By-State.html>.



Decrease in Uninsured Rate for  
Expansion States: 2013 to 2015 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013, 2014, and 2015    
1-Year American Community Surveys. 33 
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Decrease in Uninsured Rate for  
Non-Expansion States: 2013 to 2015 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013, 2014, and 2015    
1-Year American Community Surveys. 34 
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Decrease in Uninsured Rate for Non-Expansion States: 2013 to 2015

United States 14.5 11.7 9.4 *-2.3 *-5.1

Alabama 13.6 12.1 10.1 *-2.0 *-3.4

Alaska 18.5 17.2 14.9 *-2.3 *-3.7

Florida 20.0 16.6 13.3 *-3.2 *-6.7

Georgia 18.8 15.8 13.9 *-2.0 *-5.0

Idaho 16.2 13.6 11.0 *-2.5 *-5.1

Indiana 14.0 11.9 9.6 *-2.3 *-4.3

Kansas 12.3 10.2 9.1 *-1.1 *-3.1

Louisiana 16.6 14.8 11.9 *-2.8 *-4.7

Maine 11.2 10.1 8.4 *-1.7 *-2.8

Mississippi 17.1 14.5 12.7 *-1.8 *-4.4

Missouri 13.0 11.7 9.8 *-1.9 *-3.3

Montana 16.5 14.2 11.6 *-2.6 *-4.8

Nebraska 11.3 9.7 8.2 *-1.4 *-3.1

North Carolina 15.6 13.1 11.2 *-1.9 *-4.5

Oklahoma 17.7 15.4 13.9 *-1.5 *-3.8

South Carolina 15.8 13.6 10.9 *-2.7 *-4.9

South Dakota 11.3 9.8 10.2 0.4 *-1.1

Tennessee 13.9 12.0 10.3 *-1.8 *-3.6

Texas 22.1 19.1 17.1 *-2.0 *-5.0

Utah 14.0 12.5 10.5 *-2.1 *-3.5

Virginia 12.3 10.9 9.1 *-1.7 *-3.2

Wisconsin 9.1 7.3 5.7 *-1.7 *-3.5

Wyoming 13.4 12.0 11.5 -0.4 *-1.9

*Changes between the estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. 

see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2013, 2014, and 2015 1-Year American Community Surveys.

Decrease in 
Uninsured 

(2015 minus 
2013)

1Medicaid expansion status as of January 1, 2015.  For more information, see <www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-
Information/By-State/By-State.html>.
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 

Non-Expansion 
State1 2013 2014 2015

Decrease in 
Uninsured 

(2015 minus 
2014)



 Percent 

Uninsured Rate by Poverty Status and  
Medicaid Expansion of State for Adults Aged 19 to 64 Years: 

2013 to 2015 
Expansion states* Non-expansion states* 
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*Medicaid expansion status as of January 1, 2015. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 , 2014, and 2015   
1-Year American Community Surveys. 



Uninsured Rate by Poverty Status and Medicaid Expansion 
of State for Adults Aged 19 to 64 Years: 2013 to 2015

Below 100 percent of poverty 34.1 25.4 18.8 *-6.7 *-15.3 45.5 40.7 36.5 *-4.2 *-9.0
Between 100 and 300 percent of poverty 24.5 18.4 14.1 *-4.3 *-10.4 28.4 24.3 21.1 *-3.2 *-7.4
At or above 400 percent of poverty 6.2 4.7 3.7 *-1.0 *-2.5 7.8 6.3 5.5 *-0.8 *-2.3

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions in the American Community Survey, 
see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/accuracy/ACS_Accuracy_of_Data_2015.pdf>. 

1Medicaid expansion status as of January 1, 2015.

Income-to-Poverty Ratio

Expansion states1 Non-expansion states1

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2013)

2014 20142013 2013

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2013)

2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)

2015

Percentage 
point change 
(2015 minus 

2014)

*Changes between the estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.



• Median household income for the nation was $56,500 in 
2015, an increase in real terms of 5.2 percent from the 
2014 median of $53,700. 
 

• The official poverty rate in 2015 was 13.5 percent, down 1.2 
percentage points from 2014. In 2015, there were 43.1 
million people in poverty, 3.5 million fewer than in 2014. 
 

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2015 
was 14.3 percent, 1 percentage point lower than the SPM 
estimate for 2014.   
 

• The percentage of people without health insurance 
coverage for the entire calendar year was 9.1 percent, or 
29.0 million people. This was a decrease of 1.3 percentage 
points from the previous year. 
 

Highlights 

Income rounded to nearest $100. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2015 and 2016 Annual 
Social and Economic Supplements. 
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Questions? 

Dial-in number: 877-917-4904 
Participant passcode: 4044808 
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American Community Survey (ACS) 
September 15   ACS One-Year Estimates (2015) 

December 8 ACS Five-Year Estimates (2011-2015) 

Other Releases 
December Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates: 2015 

Upcoming Releases  
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For additional questions, contact: 

Media Public Information Office 
301-763-3030 
pio@census.gov 

General Public Customer Services Center 
1-800-923-8282 or 
301-763-INFO (4636) 
 

For additional resources: 

Press Kit Link http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-
kits/2016/income_poverty.html  

Random Samplings  
Blogs Link 

http://blogs.census.gov/ 

mailto:pio@census.gov
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2015/income_poverty.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2015/income_poverty.html
http://blogs.census.gov/
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