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What is the Economic Census? 

 Cornerstone of the United States' system of economic statistics. 
 

 Essential to understanding the American economy.  
 

 Foundation for other key measures of economic performance. 
 

 Only source to provide revenue data across industries and geographic areas that 
are consistent, comparable, and comprehensive . 
 

 Every 5 years—in years ending in “2” and “7”. 
 

5 



What does the Economic Census Cover? 

 
 All domestic non-farm businesses, other than those operated by governments. 

 
 Mostly businesses with paid employees.  

 
 Establishments based 

 
 Based on the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
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2012 Economic Census-Geographic Snapshot Example  
Health and Personal Care Stores (NAICS 4461): 2012 

a: 0 to 19 employees 
D: Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies; data are included in higher level totals 
         
 

Geographic area name Number of 
establishments 

Sales  
($1,000) 

Annual Payroll  
($1,000) 

Number of paid 
employees 

United States 90,959 270,461,018 30,995,112 1,002,165 

Wash-Arl-Alex  
DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area 

1,472 4,759,997 493,335 16,702 

Maryland 1,690 5,132,148 567,615 18,507 

Prince George’s County 246 662,033 69,665 2,552 

Suitland CDP, Maryland 4 5,320 786 26 

Silver Hill CDP, Maryland 1 D D a 
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Source: 2012 Economic Census 
EC1244A1 



www.census.gov/econ/census 
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American Factfinder (AFF) factfinder.census.gov 
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AFF- Advanced Search 
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census.gov/econ/snapshots 
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www.census.gov/econ/snapshots 
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County Business Patterns/Zip Code Business Patterns 

• Annual series that provides subnational economic data by industry.   
 
 

• The data is useful for: 
o studying the economic activity of small areas,  
o analyzing economic changes over time,  
o and as a benchmark for other statistical series, surveys, and databases 

between economic censuses. 
 
 

• ZIP Code Business Patterns data- available shortly after the release of County 
Business Patterns.  
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2013 County Business Patterns –Prince George’s County, MD 

NAICS code Industry Code Description Paid Employees for pay 
period including March 12 

First-quarter  
payroll ($1,000) 

Annual  
payroll ($1,000) 

Total 
Establishments 

   44--- Retail Trade 36,368 224,127 934,619 2,222 

441 Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers 4,713 46,663 199,833 220 

4411 Automobile Dealers 3,010 35,523 153,238 80 

44111 New Car Dealers 2,607 31,313 134,093 45 

441110 New Car Dealers 2,607 31,313 134,093 45 

44112 Used Car Dealers 403 4,210 19,145 35 

441120 Used Car Dealers 403 4,210 19,145 35 

4412 Other Motor Vehicle Dealers 158 1,132 5,249 10 
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www.census.gov/econ/cbp 
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Survey of Business Owners 

 Part of the Economic Census required by law to be taken every 5 
years, for years ending in “2” or “7” 

 The only comprehensive, regularly collected data for businesses and 
business owners by 
- Demographics (gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status) 
- Business characteristics (e.g., source and amount of start-up 

capital) 
- Owner characteristics (e.g., age and education) 

 New Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs (ASE) 
- Supplement to the Survey of Business Owners 
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Census Business Builder 



 Combines data from several sources 
- Online reporting and mailout/mailback survey 
- IRS business tax returns 
- Other Economic Census reports 
 

 Conducted on a company or firm basis  
 

 NAICS coverage similar to the Economic Census 
 

 Tabulations at the national, state and substate regional geographic 
levels 

 
 

 

SBO Data Collection  
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10 year snapshot U.S. Business Ownership by Gender: 2012 

2002 2007 2012
Women-owned Men-owned Equally men-/ women-owned Firms not classifiable by gender

22.9 million 
Establishments   

19 

29% 

27.1 million 
Establishments   

 

51% 

17% 

36% 

27.6 million 
Establishments 

55% 

9% 3% 2% 
12% 

58% 

28% 

Survey of Business Owners 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
2002, 2007, 2012 Survey of  Business Owners 

9% 

54% 

36% 

2% 

*Due to a change in methodology, male/female-owned may not be comparable. 
*Percentages may not add to one hundred  percent due  to rounding. 



www.census.gov/econ/sbo 
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Annual Survey of Manufacturers 
 Manufacturing establishments with one or more paid employees or 

nonemployers that use leased employees for manufacturing and are classified in 
NAICS sector 31-33.  
 

 Employment, payroll, worker hours, payroll supplements, cost of materials, 
selected operating expenses, value added by manufacturing, capital 
expenditures, inventories, and energy consumption. 
 

 Annually, except for years ending in 2 and 7, at which time ASM data are included 
in the manufacturing sector of the Economic Census. 
 

 Produces several reports including Statistics for Industry Groups and Industries, 
Value of Products Shipments, Geographic Area Statistics: Statistics for All 
Manufacturing by State, and Geographic Area Statistics: Supplemental Statistics 
for the United States and States. 
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Number of Employees in Manufacturing- Maryland 
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 
2014 Annual  Survey of Manufactures 
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Census.gov/econ/isp 
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Census of Governments and related surveys 

 Main purposes  
 Provide economic statistics about governments 
 Serve as public-sector counterpart to private sector  
 Track activity of governments over time 
 Calculation of important economic measures (GDP, Flow of Funds) 
 

 The Census Bureau provides detailed statistics on over 90,000 state and 
local governments that assist in painting the picture of America’s 
economy. 

 
 These data are released quarterly, annually, and quinquennially and are 

available on Census.gov/govs 
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Governments as Producers 2015 
  Components of Gross Domestic Product 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Table 1.1.5 Gross Domestic Product  Q3:2015 
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Public Sector Content  
 Organization and structure of state and local governments  
 
 Government Finances  

 Revenue by type, expenditure, and debt term 
 Taxes 
 State and Local Pensions 

 
 Government Employment  

 Full-time employees, full-time gross payroll, part-time employees, 
part-time gross payroll, computed FTE (full-time equivalent)  

 Snapshot for the month of March 
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90,106 
Government 

Organizations 

90,056 
Local Governments 

38,910 
General Purpose 

Governments 

3,031 
Counties 

19,519 
Cities 

16,360 
Townships 

51,146 
Special Purpose 

Governments 

38,266 
Special Districts 

12,880 
Independent School 

Districts 

50  
State Governments 

Types of  
Governments 
Measured and Defined 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Census of Governments: Organization 
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Composition of Local Governments 
The Evolving Picture of our Governments 

Total Number of  
Local Governments  

Source: 1952, 1982, & 2012 Census of Governments: 

1952  1982  2012 

116,756 81,780 90,056 

Counties  
3% 

Counties  
3% 

Counties  
4% 

School 
Districts 

58% 

Special 
Districts   

42% 

Special 
Districts 

34% 

Townships 
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Townships  
18% 

Townships  
20% 

Special 
Districts 

11% 

School 
Districts  

14% 

School 
Districts  

18% 

Cities  
14% 

Cities   
22% 

Cities  
23% 
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Local Government Differences Between States  
Counts of Governments  
Is Government Activity Comparable?  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 Census of Governments 

  
United States California   Illinois Maryland   Pennsylvania   Texas Virginia 

County 3,031 57 102 23 66 254 95 

Municipality 
19,519 482 1,298 157 1,015 1,214 229 

Town/Townships 

16,360 0 1,431 0 1,546 0 0 

Special Districts 
38,266 2,861 3,227 167 1,756 2,600 193 

Independent School 
Districts 

12,880 1,025 905 0 514 1,079 0 

Total 90,056 4,425 6,963 347 4,897 5,147 518 
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State & Local Public Employment: A Comparison 

Source: 2014 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll 

Percentage of Full-time Employees by Government Function 

Governments as Employers 
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Education Employment Breakout in the 
United States 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
2014 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll 
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69.2% 

 1,631,475   
26.9% 

 87,755   
1.4% 

 150,568   
2.5% 

 31,635   
2.2%  10,474   

0.7% 
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Summation may not equal 100 percent due to 
rounding. 



Education Employment Breakout in Maryland  

82,888 
69.8% 
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23.3% 

2,503 
2.1% 

5,749 
4.8% 

Elementary and Secondary 
Instructional 

Elementary and Secondary 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
2014 Annual Survey of Public Employment & Payroll 
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7,039 
29.4% 

15,094 
63.1% 

1,780 
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* Other education: employees in support of special programs and 
institutions 

Summation may not equal 100 percent due to 
rounding. 



State Finances Maryland 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
2012 and 2013 Annual Survey of State  Government Finances 

Revenue Expenditure Dollars in Millions 
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Statistics on Governments 

Frequency Survey/Program Data Items Included 

Every 5 Years 

Census of Governments 
 

Number of Units, Employment, Finance, etc. 

Government Units Survey Functions performed, authorizing legislation, etc. 

Annual 

Annual Survey of Public Employment and Payroll Employment, wages, etc. 

Annual Survey of State Government Finances Revenue, expenditures, etc. 

Annual Survey of Public Pensions Contributions, assets, etc. 

Annual Survey of Local Government Finances Revenue, expenditures, debt, assets 

Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections Tax revenue 

Quarterly 

Quarterly Survey of Public Pensions Contributions, assets, etc. 

Quarterly Summary of State and Local Government Tax Revenues Tax revenue 
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www.census.gov/govs 
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Thank you 
Data Inquiries? Contact Us! 
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(800) 242-2184 

ewd.outreach@census.gov 

mailto:ewd.outreach@census.gov
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