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Webinar Outline
• Upcoming ACS Data Releases
• ACS Basics
• 5-Year ACS Geography and Products
• ACS Documentation
• Q&A
• Accessing Block Group Data
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Upcoming ACS Data Releases



ACS Data Release
MEDIA EMBARGO: Tuesday, December 5, 2017

• Embargo at 10 a.m. (EST), Includes 2012-2016 ACS 5-Year Estimates:

– 5-Year Data Products (including 5-Year Comparison Profiles)

PUBLIC RELEASE: Thursday, December 7, 2017
• Release at 12:01 a.m. (EST), Includes 2012-2016 ACS 5-Year Estimates:

– 5-Year Data Products (including 5-Year Comparison Profiles)

– Narrative Profile

– DataFerrett, API, QuickFacts
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Thursday, December 7th

• News Release:

- Highlights on commuting, income, poverty, gross rent 

- Estimates on the five new language categories introduced in 2016

• Blogs:

- Examining the Effect of Off-Campus College Students on Poverty Rates

- Gross Rents Continue to Rise

• News Graphics:

- Limited English-speaking households by county / 5 new language categories

- Average commute time and use of public transport in metropolitan areas  

- Interactive visualization tool showing data at the county level 
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Upcoming ACS Releases

• January 18, 2018

– ACS 5-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) 

– ACS 5-Year Variance Replicate Estimate Tables

– 1-Year & 5-Year Spanish Versions of the Puerto Rico Community Survey 
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ACS Basics



The American Community Survey

• Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million addresses per year

• Collects data on a wide range of social, economic, housing, and 
demographic characteristics

• Designed to produce critical information that was previously collected in 
the decennial census

• Fully implemented in 2005

• Publishes annual estimates for small geographic areas and population 
groups
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ACS Content

Ancestry
Citizenship Status
Disability Status
Educational Attainment & School 
Enrollment
Fertility
Grandparents as Caregivers
Language Spoken at Home
Marital History; Marital Status
Migration/Residence 1 Year Ago
Period of Military Service
Place of Birth
Undergraduate Field of Degree
Veteran Status
Year of Entry

Social

Commuting (Journey to Work) & Place 
of Work
Employment Status
Food Stamps/SNAP
Health Insurance Coverage
Income and Earnings
Industry, Occupation, & Class of 
Worker
Poverty Status
Work Status Last Year

Age
Hispanic or Latino Origin
Race
Relationship to Householder
Sex

Economic

Demographic
Bedrooms
Computer and Internet Use
House Heating Fuel
Kitchen Facilities
Occupancy/Vacancy Status
Occupants Per Room
Plumbing Facilities
Rent
Rooms
Selected Monthly Owner Costs
Telephone Service Available
Tenure (Owner/Renter)
Units in Structure
Value of Home
Vehicles Available
Year Householder Moved into Unit
Year Structure Built

Housing

10



5-Year Estimates
• Describe the average characteristics over a specific period of time, not a 

single point in time

• Data are pooled across 60 months, weighted to produce estimates, and 
controlled for age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin

– 5-year estimates are NOT an average of 1-year estimates

• Estimates are based on geographic boundaries as of January 1 of the last 
year in the 5-year period 

• Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most recent year for 
the period 
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Availability of ACS Data Products

Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area 1-Year Estimates

1-Year Supplemental 
Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 or more X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 14, 2017 October 19, 2017 December 7, 2017
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When to Use 5-Year Estimates?

• No 1-year estimate is available

• Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger than desired

• Analyzing data for small population groups

• Comparing various geographies when one or more of them do not 
receive 1-year estimates
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5-Year Comparisons

• Only compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 2012-2016 and 
2007-2011)

• Only compare estimates from the same dataset (e.g., 5-Year to 5-
Year)

• Compare across geographies and subpopulations

• Compare percentages, means, medians and rates whenever 
possible
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5-Year Geography and Products 



5-Year Geography
• All geographic areas 

down to the tract and 
block group level 

• Over 578,000 
geographic areas

• 87 different 
geography summary 
levels available

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs.html
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5-Year Data Products
• Data Profiles (5)

(Social, Economic, Housing, Demographic,

Selected Social Characteristics - Puerto Rico)

• Comparison Profiles (5)
(2012-2016 and 2007-2011)

• Geographic Comparison Tables (92)
• Subject Tables (78)
• Detailed Tables (1,046)
• Narrative Profiles
• Data Tools 

(API, DataFerrett, QuickFacts, My Tribal Area, 

Census Business Builder) 
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Noteworthy Data and Product Improvements

• Language Coding and Presentation Improvements:
– Expanded coding categories to conform to industry standards used by 

most translators
– Allows better differentiation of language categories
– Provides better data products for a variety of users
– Maintains comparability over time with past language data, whenever 

possible
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ACS New and Modified Tables
New Tables:
• C16001: Language Spoken at Home for 

Population 5 Years and Over
• C16002: Household Language by Household 

Limited English Speaking Status (formerly 
B16002)

Modified Tables:
• B16001: Language Spoken at Home by Ability 

to Speak English for the Population 5 Years 
and Over

• B09021: Title changed from Living 
Arrangements of Adults 18 Years and Over in 
the United States to Living Arrangements of 
Adults 18 Years and Over by Age

• B98021: Added a category for Maximum 
Contact Attempts Reached

• B98031, B98032, B99*: Revised terminology 
to state ‘allocation’ rather than ‘imputation’

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2016/

Table ID
Line 
Number Description

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME FOR THE POPULATION 5 YEARS AND OVER
C16001 Universe: Population 5 years and over
C16001 1 Total:
C16001 2 Speak only English
C16001 3 Spanish:
C16001 4 Speak English "very well"
C16001 5 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 6 French, Haitian, or Cajun:
C16001 7 Speak English "very well"
C16001 8 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 9 German or other West Germanic languages:
C16001 10 Speak English "very well"
C16001 11 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 12 Russian, Polish, or other Slavic languages:
C16001 13 Speak English "very well"
C16001 14 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 15 Other Indo-European languages:
C16001 16 Speak English "very well"
C16001 17 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 18 Korean:
C16001 19 Speak English "very well"
C16001 20 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 21 Chinese (incl. Mandarin, Cantonese):
C16001 22 Speak English "very well"
C16001 23 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 24 Vietnamese:
C16001 25 Speak English "very well"
C16001 26 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 27 Tagalog (incl. Filipino):
C16001 28 Speak English "very well"
C16001 29 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 30 Other Asian and Pacific Island languages:
C16001 31 Speak English "very well"
C16001 32 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 33 Arabic:
C16001 34 Speak English "very well"
C16001 35 Speak English less than "very well"
C16001 36 Other and unspecified languages:
C16001 37 Speak English "very well"
C16001 38 Speak English less than "very well"

Table ID
Line
Number Description

C16002  HOUSEHOLD LANGUAGE BY HOUSEHOLD LIMITED ENGLISH SPEAKING STATUS
C16002  Universe:  Households
C16002 1 Total:
C16002 2 English only
C16002 3 Spanish:
C16002 4 Limited English speaking household
C16002 5 Not a limited English speaking household
C16002 6 Other Indo-European languages:
C16002 7 Limited English speaking household
C16002 8 Not a limited English speaking household
C16002 9 Asian and Pacific Island languages:
C16002 10 Limited English speaking household
C16002 11 Not a limited English speaking household
C16002 12 Other languages:
C16002 13 Limited English speaking household
C16002 14 Not a limited English speaking household
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2012-2016 ACS 5-Year Variance Replicate 
Estimate Tables

• Expanded versions of Detailed Tables in American FactFinder
• Include a set of 80 variance replicate estimates to calculate margins of 

error when combining ACS estimates within a table or between 
geographies

• Access via FTP site with links in American FactFinder

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/variance-tables.html
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5-Year Comparison Profiles
• Product based on media and data user 

requests

• 5 profiles compare current 5-Year period 
(2012-2016) with most recent non-
overlapping period (2007-2011) with 
statistical significance testing

• Available for nation, states, congressional 
districts, metro/micro areas, counties and 
places with populations of 5,000 or more
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American FactFinder (AFF)

factfinder.census.gov
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5-Year Summary File

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html
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Narrative Profile

census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/
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Application Programming Interface (API)

census.gov/developers
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Data Tool Updates
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Accessing Data Tools

census.gov
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Data.census.gov



Data.census.gov – Preview Platform
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Please visit data.census.gov, and let us know 
what you think at cedsci.feedback@census.gov!
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ACS Documentation



ACS Website

census.gov/acs
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html

Data Release Information
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Technical Documentation

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html
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Comparison Guidance

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2016.html
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Statistical Testing Tool

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/statistical-testing-tool.html

38



Questions?

Dial *1 for the Operator

After Questions Stay for a Demo: 
How to Access 5-Year Block Group Data on 

American FactFinder
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Accessing ACS 5 Year Block Group 
Data in American Factfinder



What is a Block Group?

Population of:
Block Group 1 = 740

+Block Group 2 = 1565
+Block Group 3 = 577

-------------------------------------
Tract 8001.02 = 2882
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Access American FactFinder

factfinder.census.gov
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Finding Your Block Group in American FactFinder
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1. Start
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2. Dataset
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3. Geographies
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4. Search Results
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Table B01001
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Questions?

Dial *1 for the Operator

* Please Stay to Fill Out an Online 
EVALUATION FORM
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• Purpose: 
– Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data. 
– Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS data issues and applications

• Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data users
• Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings planned
• Users group website and online community 

acsdatacommunity.prb.org
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Need Local Stats or Training?
We Can Help!

• Regional Data Staff
– census.askdata@census.gov

• State Data Centers
& Census Information Centers 
– census.gov/sdc
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Questions?

Dial *1 for the Operator

* Please Stay to Fill Out an Online 
EVALUATION FORM
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For Further Information
Media Public Information Office

pio@census.gov
301-763-3030

Non-Media Customer Service Center
1-800-923-8282 or
301-763-INFO (4636)

Press Kit    
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facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau

Follow us! 

Continue the Conversation #ACSData
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Evaluation
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