
Through FY 2013  
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Prepared by the Geography Division, U.S. Census Bureau

Geographic Support System (GSS) Status

What is the Geographic Support System?

The Geographic Support System (GSS) is a multi-year Census Bureau 
e�ort to identify, collect, and process the most current and accurate 
address and street centerline data available from tribal, state, and 
local governments. These authoritative local data complete the Census 
Bureau’s geographic framework for data collection, tabulation, and 
dissemination, and are vital to the success of the 2020 Census, the 
American Community Survey, and many other censuses and surveys.  
The GSS has harvested millions of high-quality local government
addresses since 2013, and used these data to add new addresses,
identify duplicates, and establish a location for each address.  

For Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 and beyond, the Census Bureau will
selectively acquire and process �les based on areas of change/growth, 
governmental entities unable to participate in the 2020 Census Local 
Update of Census Addresses Operation (LUCA), and other areas
identi�ed during the In-O�ce Address Canvassing operation. The 
Census Bureau intends to continue the GSS program after the
conclusion of the 2020 Census in support of ongoing censuses and 
surveys. 

What are the Bene�ts?

• Improved products for customers such as government agencies,   
   partners, and data users as a result of improved quality, coverage,
   and currency of street centerline and address range data. 

• An ongoing partnership presence throughout the decade that
   strengthens partnerships and sustains ongoing relationships with
   governments.

• Published guidelines provide guidance for partners’ address and
   geospatial data leading to established business processes for
   address and spatial data management between data providers and
   the Census Bureau.

• Process improvements have resulted in a better understanding of
   partner-provided data and formats, leading to greater e�ciency in
   handling partner data.
   
• Continuous quality assessment and enhanced measurement of MAF/
   TIGER has enabled Geography Division to focus e�orts and resources 
   on speci�c areas most in need of improvement or updating.


