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• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 
2017 was 13.9 percent. This is not statistically 
different from the 2016 SPM rate of 14.0 percent.

• The SPM rate for 2017 was 1.6 percentage points 
higher than the official poverty rate of 12.3 percent.

• There were 16 states plus the District of Columbia 
for which SPM rates were higher than official 
poverty rates, 18 states with lower rates, and 16 
states for which the differences were not statistically 
significant.

Highlights

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2017 and 2018 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplements.
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Official and SPM Thresholds for Units with Two Adults 
and Two Children

$24,858
$27,085

$23,261

$27,005

Official
poverty
measure

Owners
with a

mortgage

Owners
without a
mortgage

Renters

Supplemental Poverty Measure
Thresholds, 2017

Source: Official Poverty Thresholds, <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-
poverty-thresholds.html>, Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), 
<https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>, Geographic adjustments based on housing costs from the American 
Community Survey 2012-2016.
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Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty Estimates: 2017

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement.  
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Difference in Poverty Rates by State Using the Official Measure 
and the SPM: 3-Year Average 2015 to 2017

1 Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2016 to 2018 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplements.  SPM-5



Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2017
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Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
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Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2017
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Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2017
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Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2017
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• The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 
2017

• SPM Poverty Thresholds
• America Counts: Stories Behind the 

Numbers
• “Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program Lifts 3.4 Million People Out of 
Poverty”

For more information:

SPM-7

<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2018/demo/p60-265.html> 



• Median household income was $61,400 in 2017, an increase in real terms of 1.8 percent from 
the 2016 median of $60,300.  This is the third consecutive annual increase in median 
household income.

• The official poverty rate in 2017 was 12.3 percent, down 0.4 percentage points from 2016. In 
2017, there were 39.7 million people in poverty, not statistically different from the number in 
poverty in 2016.

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2017 was 13.9 percent. This is not 
statistically different from the 2016 SPM rate of 14.0 percent. 

• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for the entire calendar year was 
8.8 percent, or 28.5 million people. The uninsured rate and number of uninsured in 2017 were 
not statistically different from 2016.

Highlights

Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2017 and 2018 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplements.
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