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• Data are based on the 
Current Population Survey’s 
Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC) 
from March 2019.

• CPS ASEC is the official 
source of national poverty 
estimates.

• Official poverty estimates 
are calculated in accordance 
with OMB Statistical Policy 
Directive 14.
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• Includes data from the Current Population 
Survey’s Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC) and the American 
Community Survey (ACS).

• ACS is the recommended source for smaller 
populations and levels of geography.
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Important CPS ASEC Survey Updates

The CPS ASEC has undergone a redesign of the questionnaire and data processing 
system.

Questionnaire design changes incorporated over the period of 2014 to 2016:
• Updated income and means-tested benefit questions
• Redesigned health insurance questions 
• Expanded family relationship categories
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Important CPS ASEC Survey Updates

The CPS ASEC has undergone a redesign of the questionnaire and data processing 
system.

Questionnaire design changes incorporated over the period of 2014 to 2016:
• Updated income and means-tested benefit questions
• Redesigned health insurance questions 
• Expanded family relationship categories

Data processing changes reflected for the first time this year:
• Improvements to how income data is edited and imputed 
• More comprehensive and consistent treatment of families
• Expanded data on health insurance coverage and sources
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Important Reminders for Today’s Presentations

In today’s presentations:
• Estimates for 2017 and 2018 reflect the updated processing 

system. 
• 2017 estimates may differ from those published last year.

For more information:
• CPS ASEC Redesign & Processing Changes website: 

https://census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/income-
poverty/cps-asec-design.html

• Pre-release webinar on improvements to the CPS ASEC and 
implications for estimates: 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html

https://census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-asec-design.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html


Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2018

Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated CPS ASEC processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to 
nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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Median household income was 
$63,200 in 2018, not statistically 
different from the 2017 median, 
following three consecutive years 
of annual increases.  
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Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2018

Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated CPS ASEC processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 9

The official poverty rate in 2018 
was 11.8 percent, down 0.5 
percentage points from 2017. In 
2018, there were 38.1 million 
people in poverty, a decrease of 
1.4 million people from 2017. 
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The Supplemental Poverty 
Measure (SPM) rate in 2018 was 
12.8 percent. This is not 
statistically different from the 
2017 SPM rate of 13.0 percent. 



Note: The data for 2018 reflect the implementation of an updated CPS ASEC processing system. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File 
and 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 11

The percentage of people 
without health insurance 
coverage for the entire calendar 
year was 8.5 percent, a 0.5 
percentage-point increase from 
2017. In 2018, 27.5 million 
people did not have health 
insurance coverage, an increase 
of 1.9 million people.
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[INTRO VIDEOS & PRESENTATIONS FOR 
EACH SUBJECT AREA]



• Median household income was $63,200 in 2018, not statistically different from the 
2017 median.  

• The official poverty rate in 2018 was 11.8 percent, down 0.5 percentage points from 
2017. In 2018, there were 38.1 million people in poverty, 1.4 million people less than 
the number in poverty in 2017.

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2018 was 12.8 percent. This is not 
statistically different from the 2017 SPM rate of 13.0 percent. 

• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for the entire calendar 
year was 8.5 percent, a 0.5 percentage-point increase from 2017. In 2018, 27.5 million 
people did not have health insurance coverage, an increase of 1.9 million people.

Highlights

Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 and 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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