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INTRODUCTION

Since the publication of the

first official U.S. poverty esti-
mates, researchers and policy-
makers have continued to discuss
the best approach to measure
income and poverty in the United
States, Beginning in 2011, the

U.S. Census Bureau began pub-
lishing the Supplemental Poverty
Maasure (SPM), which extends
the official poverty measura by
taking account of many of the

to assist low-income families and
ndividuals that are not 3

in the official poverty measure.

This is the ninth report describing

the SPM, released by the Census

Bureau, with support from the
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using the official measure and the e

SPM based on information col-
lected in 2019 and earlier Current
Population Survey Annual Social
and Economic Supplements (CPS
ASEC).

= In 2018, the overall SPM rate 2
was 12.8 percent. This is not for c“:l:;‘n und)
statistically diffarent from the it it

2017 SPM rate of 13.0 (Figure 1). ‘i""m‘::'gr
= SPM rates were not statisti- Figure 2).
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The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2018 e Data are based on the
S o | | . Current Population Survey’s
Annual Social and Economic
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makers have continued to discuss
the best approach to measure
income an d poverty in the United
States. Beginning in 201, the

U5, Census Bureau began pub-
lishing the Supplemental Paverty
Measure (SPM), which extends
the official poverty measure by
taking account of many of the

from March 2019.

e CPS ASEC is the official
source of national poverty
estimates.

to assist low-inceme families and
individuals that are not included
in the official poverty measure,
This is the ninth report describing
the 5PM, released by the Census
Bureau, with suppert from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).
This report presents updated

of the prevalence of
poverty in the United States

using the official measure and the HIGHLIGHTS

SPM based on information col- = In 2018, the overall SPM
lected in 2019 and earlier Current was 12.8 percant. This is
Population Survey Annual Social statistically different fror
and Economic Supplements (CPS 2017 SPM rate of 13.0 (Fi
ASEC). = 5PM rates were not stati

cally different for any of

e Official poverty estimates
are calculated in accordance
with OMB Statistical Policy
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* |Includes data from the Current Population
Survey’s Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (CPS ASEC) and the American
Community Survey (ACS).

e ACSisthe recommended source for smaller
populations and levels of geography.
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Important CPS ASEC Survey Updates

The CPS ASEC has undergone aredesign of the questionnaire and data processing
system.

Questionnaire design changesincorporated over the period of 2014 to 2016:

e Updatedincome and means-tested benefit questions
 Redesigned health insurance questions
* Expanded family relationship categories
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Important CPS ASEC Survey Updates

The CPS ASEC has undergone aredesign of the questionnaire and data processing
system.

Questionnaire design changesincorporated over the period of 2014 to 2016:
e Updatedincome and means-tested benefit questions
 Redesigned health insurance questions
* Expanded family relationship categories

Data processing changes reflected for the first time this year:

 |Improvementsto how income datais edited and imputed
e Morecomprehensive and consistent treatment of families
e Expandeddataon health insurance coverage and sources
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Important Reminders for Today’s Presentations

In today’s presentations:

e Estimatesfor 2017 and 2018 reflectthe updated processing
system.

e 2017 estimates may differ fromthose published last year.

For more information:
e CPS ASECRedesign & Processing Changes website:

https://census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/income-
poverty/cps-asec-design.html

 Pre-release webinaron improvements to the CPS ASEC and
implications for estimates:
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars.html
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Real Median Household Income: 1967 t0 2018

Income in thousands (2018 dollars) Recession
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United States® U.S. Department of Commerce Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated CPSASEC processing system. The

Ce nsu S U.S. CENSUS BUREAU data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to
e Bureau CENSHA.goV nearest $100.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.



Poverty Rate and Numberin Poverty: 1959to0 2018
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United States® U.S. Department of Commerce Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated CPSASEC processing system. The
‘ e nsu s U.S. CENSUS BUREAU data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions.
e Bureau CENSHA.goV Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.




Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2017 and 2018

(In Percent) 2017 [ 2018

142 137 13.6 13.6

13.
3.0 12.8 12.4 19 5

The Supplemental Poverty
Measure (SPM) rate in 2018 was
12.8 percent. This is not
statistically different from the
2017 SPM rate of 13.0 percent.

All People Under 18 18 to 64 65 years
years years and older
United States® U.S. Department of Commerce Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 and 2019 Annual Social and
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Health Insurance Coverage: 2017 and 2018

©
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Cunited States® U.S. Department of Commerce Note: The data for 2018 reflect the implementation of an updated CPS ASEC processing system.
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplement Bridge File
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Highlights

 Median household income was $63,200 in 2018, not statistically different from the
2017 median.

 The official poverty ratein 2018 was 11.8 percent, down 0.5 percentage points from
2017.In 2018, there were 38.1 million peoplein poverty, 1.4 million people less than
the numberin povertyin 2017.

 The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2018 was 12.8 percent. Thisis not
statistically differentfrom the 2017 SPM rate of 13.0 percent.

e The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for the entire calendar
year was 8.5 percent, a 0.5 percentage-pointincrease from 2017. In 2018, 27.5 million
people did not have health insurance coverage, an increase of 1.9 million people.
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