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Outline

• History of the Hispanic category in the United States Census

• Research to develop better measures

• Integrated Partnerships and Communications Program
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History of the Hispanic Category 
in the United States Census

1930 Census

Prior to 1930 Hispanics were categorized as 
white. In 1930, the census included the 
category of Mexican.
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History of the Hispanic Category in the 
United States Census - Continued

Prior to the 1970 decennial census, Hispanics were not enumerated as a single group. However, 

there were reports on “persons of Spanish surname” in five southwestern states and one on 

Puerto Ricans living in the United States.
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History of the Hispanic Category in the 
United States Census - Continued

1970 Census 

• The first major attempt to estimate the size 
of the Hispanic population for the entire 
nation. 

• Self-response (forms were completed by 
respondents).

• Question in one of two long forms to a 
sample (about 5% of households).

5



2020CENSUS.GOV

History of the Hispanic Category in 
the United States Census - Continued

1980 Census

• The race and ethnicity questions were 
separate in the form.

• Changes were made to the categories to 
address the issues found in the 1970 Census. 
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History of the Hispanic 
Category in the United States 
Census - Continued

2000 Census 

Two important changes

1. Order of questions – ethnicity question 
moved before the race question.

2. Respondents could report two or more 
races. 
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Census Research

• 2000 and 2010 – Some Other Race Category

• 2010 Census Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE) Research on Race and Hispanic 

Origin

• 2015 National Content Test (NCT)

• 2020 Census

8



2020CENSUS.GOV

2020 Census
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How is Census Reaching Out to 
the Latino/Hispanic Community?
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2020 Census Language Program
Summary of Non-English Support

Internet Self-Response (ISR) &
Census Questionnaire Assistance (CQA) 

• 12 Non-English Languages for ISR* and 13 Non-English Languages for CQA**: 
Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, 
Haitian Creole, Portuguese, Japanese
* Chinese (Simplified) for ISR; 
** Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese) for CQA
Language Selection Criteria: 60,000 or more housing units

Language Guides (Video and Print)

Language Glossaries

Language Identification Card

• 59 Non-English Languages

• Language Guides include American Sign Language, braille, large print

Paper Questionnaire & Mailing Materials

Field Enumeration Instrument & Materials

• Spanish

Communications and Partnership • Advertising, Partnership and Promotional Materials in at least 12 Non-English 
Languages

• Procedures and Materials to Support Partnership Specialists and Partners in 
multiple languages
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Engage and motivate people to 

self-respond, preferably via the 

internet

Raise and keep awareness high 
throughout the entire 2020 Census to 

encourage response

Integrated Partnerships and 

Communications
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Use strategic national 
partnerships to increase 
public trust, awareness, 
and support of the Census 
Bureau’s mission to 
accurately measure the 
nation’s population and 
economy.

For example: Hispanic 
Association of Colleges 
and Universities, Latino 
Caucus for Public Health, 
National Latino 
Evangelical Coalition.
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Community Partnership and 
Engagement Program
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Enroll community partners to increase decennial participation of those who are less 

likely to respond or are often missed.

Educate people about the 2020 Census and foster cooperation with enumerators.

Encourage community partners to motivate people to self-respond. 

Engage grass roots organizations to reach out to hard-to-count groups and those 

who are not motivated to respond to the national campaign.

For example: El Latino Newspaper (Chula Vista, CA), Illinois Latino Council on Higher 

Education (Chicago, IL), Hispanic Resource Center (Kenner, LA), Plaza Latina Market 

(Omaha, NE).
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Research to Inform Census 2020 
Communications Campaign.

• 2020 Census Barriers, Attitudes, and Motivators Study (CBAMS)

• 2020 Census Quick Idea Platform Testing (QIPT)

• Campaign Testing
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Campaign Testing – 122 Focus Groups
QIPT – 18 Focus Groups
CBAMS – 42 Focus Groups *Note: Where locations overlap, not all instances are visible. 

Research to Inform Census 2020 
Communications Campaign.

Focus Groups + Online Testing:

Coverage in all 50 States + Puerto Rico

Focus Group Locations – 180 Total Groups

All Focus Group Locations – 180 Total Groups
CBAMS, QIPT, & Campaign Testing`
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Promotional & Outreach Materials 
English and Spanish Speaking Outreach Materials and Promotional Items
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Hispanic Integrated 
Communications Campaign
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2020CENSUS.GOV/es
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Webpage can be viewed In 

English and Spanish

https://2020census.gov/es.html
https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://2020census.gov/es.html
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Connect with Us
Sign up for email updates and alerts 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information on the 2020 Census 

Memorandum Series:
http://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/decennial-census/2020-
census/planning-management/memo-
series.html

More information on the 2020 

Census:
https://2020census.gov/en.html

More information on the American 

Community Survey:
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/about/acs-and-census.html

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau

American 

Community 

Survey

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/memo-series.html
https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about/acs-and-census.html
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Thanks! 
Questions?

Anna Sandoval Girón, PhD.
U.S. Census Bureau

Anna.b.Sandoval.giron@census.gov

mailto:Anna.b.Sandoval.giron@census.gov
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1990 Census
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