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The 1950 Census 

• 1950 Census was first to conduct formal evaluation of the Census
• Missouri Pretest conducted in April 1948
• First re-enumeration study to examine content error
• Enumerator variability high for employment and occupation 

• Between 1957 and 1959, formal pretests of enumeration methods were conducted in eight sites in the 
U.S. and one in Puerto Rico.

• Per the 1966 Procedural History, “A major development for the 1950 Censuses of Population, Housing, 
and Agriculture was the research and evaluation studies, which had an important impact on the design 
of the 1960 Censuses.”

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, The 1950 Censuses (Population Housing, Agriculture, Irrigation, Drainage) -- How They Were Taken.  
Washington, D.C., 1955.
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The 1960 Census 

• 1960 Census was first to have an consolidated testing program
• Goal to improve the quality of the statistics
• Focus on reducing time between taking the censuses and publishing the results
• Achieve the needed results at relatively low cost per person and housing unit enumeration

• Eight research and testing studies
• Measurement of response variability 
• Three projects on measurement of coverage error by reverse record checks and re-enumerative study
• Measurement of content error in data collection
• Study of processing error
• Analytical Studies
• Post Office Coverage Improvement Study

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1960 Censuses of Population and Housing:  Procedural History.  Washington, D.C., 1966.
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The 1970 Census  

• 1970 Census evaluation and research program
• Developed in early 1969
• Requirement of minimal interference with field and processing operations
• Sought out advisory groups consisting of other federal agencies and countries
• Focus on small-area data and census data users

• 1970 Census Questionnaire content similar to 1960 Census

• Experimentation was mainly conducted prior to the 1970 Census

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 U.S. Census of Population and Housing:  Procedural History.  Washington, D.C., 1976.
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The 1980 Census 

• 1980 Census Research, Evaluations, and Experiments (REX)
• Focus on coverage and content
• Post-Enumeration Survey and Demographic Analysis Included
• Content Reinterview
• Utility cost record-check evaluation
• Experiments on variation in enumeration process and enumerator selection

• Experiments
• Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE)
• Update/List/Leave
• Telephone followup of nonresponse
• Alternative training 
• Job Enrichment
• Student Intern Program

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980 Population and Housing Census:  Procedural History.  Washington, D.C., 1986.
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The 1990 Census 

• 1990 Census Research, Evaluations, and Experiments (REX)
• Post-Enumeration Survey and Demographic Analysis Included
• Content Reinterview
• Outreach Evaluation Survey
• Ethnographic Studies
• Quality Assurance Evaluations

• Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE)
• Large format revisions
• Smaller content changes
• No names panel
• Kit with separate booklets for each person and household

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Population and Housing Census:  Procedural History.  Washington, D.C., 1996.
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Census 2000

• 2000 Census Testing, Evaluations, and Experiments (TXE)
• 87 Evaluations across 18 categories
• Accuracy/Coverage Evaluation and Demographic Analysis in separate programs

• Experiments
• Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE2000)
• Administrative Records Experiment (AREX2000)
• Social Security Number, Privacy Attitudes, and Notification (SPAN)
• Ethnographic Studies
• Response Mode and Incentive Experiment (RMIE)
• Census 2000 Supplementary Survey (C2SS)

Source:    U.S. Bureau of the Census, History:  2000 Population and Housing Census (Volumes 1 and 2).  Washington, D.C., 2009.

7



2010 Census

• 2010 Census Program for Evaluations and Experiments (CPEX)
• Scope included 22 evaluations
• Included operational assessments and quality profiles

• Experiments
• Alternative Questionnaire Experiment (AQE)
• Deadline Messaging and Compressed Mailing Schedule
• Confidentiality Notification
• Nonresponse Followup Contact Strategy
• Paid Advertising Heavy Up
• Census Quality Survey

Source:    Final 2010 CPEX Experiment reports.
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Experiments within the 2020 Census Experiments
and Evaluation Program Panel Outline

• Overview of Previous Experiments During the Decennial Census

• Overview and Experimental Design of the 2020 Census Program for Evaluations and Experiments

• Constructing and Implementing Sampling Procedures in Census Experiments

• Operational Considerations for Mailing Materials in Census Experiments

• Improving Internet response rates for the 2021 Canadian Census of Population

*Expected mailing date
^Estimated mailing quantities

Note: Mailing quantities are rounded per disclosure avoidance guidelines
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