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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

Michael C. Cook, Sr.
Chief, Public Information Office (PIO)

• Introductory Remarks
• 4 presenters for today’s news conference
• Briefing will last 30 minutes, Q&A following
• Press *1 to ask a Question
• Press kit with slide deck presentation will be 

available on census.gov
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

David G. Waddington
Chief
Social, Economic, and Housing Statistics Division

• Welcome remarks
• Overview of 3 reports: 

o Income and Poverty in the United States: 2019
o The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2019
oHealth Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2019
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• Data are based on the Current 
Population Survey’s Annual 
Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC) from 
February, March, and April 
2020.

• CPS ASEC is the official source 
of national poverty estimates.

• Official poverty estimates are 
calculated in accordance with 
OMB Statistical Policy 
Directive 14.
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• Includes data from the Current Population 
Survey’s Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (CPS ASEC) and the American 
Community Survey (ACS).

• ACS is the recommended source for smaller 
populations and levels of geography.

6



The Impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 
on the CPS ASEC

Research Matters
“How Does the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: 
Using Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse 
in the Current Population Survey Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement”

Working Papers
• “Coronavirus Infects Surveys, Too: Nonresponse 

Bias During the Pandemic in the CPS ASEC” 
(SEHSD-WP2020-10)

• “The Influence of COVID-19-related Data 
Collection Changes on Measuring Health 
Insurance Coverage in the 2020 CPS ASEC” 
(SEHSD-WP2020-13)

Monthly Current Population Survey Household Response Rates
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Office of Survey Methods and Research. 
<https://www.bls.gov/osmr/response-rates/household-survey-response-rates.htm>



Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2019

Real median household 
income increased 6.8 percent 
to $68,700 between 2018 
and 2019. 
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Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and 
beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2019 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2019

The official poverty rate in 2019 
was 10.5 percent, down 1.3 
percentage points from 2018. In 
2019, there were 34.0 million 
people in poverty, a decrease of 
4.2 million people from 2018. 
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Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



1959 39.5 22.4 1989 31.5 12.8 2017 1 39.6 12.3 November 1948 October 1949

1960 39.9 22.2 1990 33.6 13.5 2018 38.1 11.8 July 1953 May 1954

1961 39.6 21.9 1991 12 35.7 14.2 2019 34.0 10.5 August 1957 April 1958

1962 38.6 21.0 1992 11 38.0 14.8 April 1960 February 1961

1963 36.4 19.5 1993 10 39.3 15.1 December 1969 November 1970

1964 36.1 19.0 1994 9 38.1 14.5 November 1973 March 1975

1965 33.2 17.3 1995 8 36.4 13.8 January 1980 July 1980

1966 28.5 14.7 1996 36.5 13.7 July 1981 November 1982

1967 21 27.8 14.2 1997 35.6 13.3 July 1990 March 1991

1968 25.4 12.8 1998 34.5 12.7 March 2001 November 2001
1969 24.1 12.1 1999 7 32.8 11.9 December 2007 June 2009

1970 25.4 12.6 2000 6 31.6 11.3 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research

1971 20 25.6 12.5 2001 32.9 11.7               Cambridge, MA  02138

1972 19 24.5 11.9 2002 34.6 12.1               <www.nber.gov>

1973 23.0 11.1 2003 35.9 12.5
1974 18 23.4 11.2 2004 5 37.0 12.7

1975 25.9 12.3 2005 37.0 12.6

1976 25.0 11.8 2006 36.5 12.3

1977 24.7 11.6 2007 37.3 12.5

1978 24.5 11.4 2008 39.8 13.2

1979 17 26.1 11.7 2009 43.6 14.3

1980 29.3 13.0 2010 4 46.3 15.1 13,011

1981 16 31.8 14.0 2011 46.2 15.0 13,300

1982 34.4 15.0 2012 46.5 15.0 12,261

1983 35.3 15.2 2013 3 45.3 14.5

1984 15 33.7 14.4 2013 2 46.3 14.8 16,521

1985 14 33.1 14.0 2014 46.7 14.8 17,120

1986 32.4 13.6 2015 42.1 13.5 15,453

1987 13 32.2 13.4 2016 40.6 12.7
1988 13 31.7 13.0 2017 39.7 12.3 20,335

26,172
31,021
35,129
40,016
44,461
52,875

Five peopleFor footnotes, see last slide of Poverty section.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For 
information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.  

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 
Annual Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

Nine people or more 
Eight people
Seven people

Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2019
(Numbers in millions, Rates in percent)

Threshold

Recessions
YearPeak month Trough month Year

Weighted Average Poverty 
Thresholds in 2019

Number in 
Poverty Poverty RateNumber in 

Poverty Poverty Rate

Six people

Year Year

Three people
Four people

One person (unrelated individual)

  Householder 65 years and older

  Householder under 65 years 

Two people

  65 years and older

Size of family unit

Number in 
Poverty Poverty Rate

  Under 65 years 

Year



Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2018 and 2019

12.8
13.7

12.2
13.6

11.7
12.5

11.2

12.8

All People Under 18
years

18 to 64
years

65 years
and older

(In Percent) 2018 2019

The Supplemental Poverty 
Measure (SPM) rate in 2019 was 
11.7 percent. This was 1.0 
percentage point lower than 
2018. 

10

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 



(Percent)

Characteristic 2018 2019

All People 12.8% 11.7%
Under 18 years 13.7% 12.5%
18 to 64 years 12.2% 11.2%
65 years and older 13.6% 12.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, 
and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2018 
and 2019



Health Insurance Coverage: 2019

The percentage of people with 
health insurance coverage for 
some or all of the calendar year 
2019 was 92.0 percent.

11

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).



Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance Coverage: 2019



Income and Poverty Estimates

Trudi J. Renwick
Assistant Division Chief
Economic Characteristics
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Highlights:  
Income, earnings and workers

• Real median household income increased 6.8 percent 
to $68,700 between 2018 and 2019. 

• The real median earnings of all workers increased 1.4 
percent, while the real median earnings of full-time, 
year-round workers increased 0.8 percent between 
2018 and 2019.

• Between 2018 and 2019, the total number of people 
with earnings increased by about 2.2 million. The 
number of full-time, year-round workers increased by 
approximately 1.2 million.

13

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2019
Income in thousands (2019 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)
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Notes: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. 
The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2019
Income in thousands (2019 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars) Recession
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Notes: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. 
The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Redesigned Household Income Comparison: 1999 to 2019

Adjusted median

Updated 
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Notes: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Redesigned Household Income Comparison:  1999 to 2019
(Income in 2019 dollars, adjusted using the CPI-U-RS) Recessions

November 1948 October 1949
July 1953 May 1954

1999 62,641                64,377                August 1957 April 1958
2000 62,512                64,245                April 1960 February 1961
2001 61,126                62,820                December 1969 November 1970
2002 60,435                62,110                November 1973 March 1975
2003 60,360                62,033                January 1980 July 1980

 20041 60,150                61,817                July 1981 November 1982
2005 60,794                62,479                July 1990 March 1991
2006 61,268                62,966                March 2001 November 2001
2007 62,090                63,811                December 2007 June 2009
2008 59,877                61,537                Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
2009 59,458                61,106                                Cambridge, MA  02138
2010 57,904                59,509                                www.nber.org
2011 57,021                58,602                
2012 56,912                58,490                

 20132 57,095                58,678                
 20133 58,904                58,678                
2014 58,001                57,778                
2015 60,987                60,753                
2016 62,898                62,656                
 2017 64,007                63,761                
 20174 63,761                63,761                
2018 64,324                64,324
2019 68,703                68,703

3 The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample which received the redesigned income questions, approximately 30,000 
addresses.
4 Estimates reflect the implementation of an updated data processing system, allowing users to evaluate the impact, and should be used to make 
comparisons to 2018 and subsequent years. 

Note: For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Table A-2 of the report, Income and Poverty in the United States: 2019, 
U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-270. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

1 The 2004 data have been revised to reflect a correction to the weights in the 2005 CPS ASEC.
2 The 2014 CPS ASEC included redesigned questions for income and health insurance coverage. All of the approximately 98,000 addresses were eligible 
to receive the redesigned set of health insurance coverage questions. The redesigned income questions were implemented to a subsample of these 
98,000 addresses using a probability split panel design. Approximately 68,000 addresses were eligible to receive a set of income questions similar to 
those used in the 2013 CPS ASEC and the remaining 30,000 addresses were eligible to receive the redesigned income questions. The source of these 
2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample which received the income questions consistent with the 2013 CPS ASEC, approximately 68,000 
addresses. 

YearTrough month
Year

Official    
Median Income

Adjusted 
Median Income

Peak month Year



Real Median Household Income by Race and 
Hispanic Origin of Householder: 1967 to 2019
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 17
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Median Household Income and Percent Change by Selected 
Characteristics: 2018 to 2019

Notes: Households as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically 
different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements (CPS ASEC). 18-21



Estimate
Margin of 
error1 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 
error1 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 
error1 (±)

Under 65 years 94,423 72,958 584 93,524 77,873 1,151 *6.7 1.58
65 years and older 34,156 44,487 831 34,927 47,357 911 *6.5 2.57

Native-born 108,560 65,407 725 108,851 69,474 960 *6.2 1.57
Foreign-born 20,019 59,841 1,616 19,600 64,900 1,930 *8.5 4.19

Northeast 22,054 71,383 1,920 22,031 76,221 1,952 *6.8 3.00
Midwest 27,686 65,230 1,471 27,757 68,354 1,824 *4.8 3.10
South 49,743 58,337 836 49,486 61,884 766 *6.1 1.82
West 29,096 70,779 1,624 29,177 75,769 1,244 *7.0 2.58

Inside metropolitan statistical areas 110,789 67,363 620 110,679 71,961 699 *6.8 1.29
...Inside principal cities 42,983 60,434 1,245 42,992 63,745 1,586 *5.5 3.01
...Outside principal cities 67,806 72,213 771 67,687 77,170 1,021 *6.9 1.57
Outside metropolitan statistical areas 17,790 50,771 1,659 17,772 52,100 1,150 2.6 2.80

3 For the definition of metropolitan statistical areas and principal cities, see <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro/about/glossary.html>.

Note: Inflation-adjusted estimates may differ slightly from other published data due to rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Region

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) Status3

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. This number, when added to and 
subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights. For more information, see 
"Standard Errors and Their Use" at <https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/2020/demo/p60-270sa.pdf>.

2 Federal surveys now give respondents the option of reporting more than one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are possible. A group such as Asian may be defined as those 
who reported Asian and no other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those who reported Asian regardless of whether they also reported another race (the race-alone-or-in-combination 
concept). This table shows data using the first approach (race alone). The use of the single-race population does not imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census 
Bureau uses a variety of approaches. Data for American Indians and Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders, and those reporting two or more races are not shown separately.

Age of Householder

Nativity of Householder

Median Household Income and Percent Change by Selected Characteristics: 2018 and 2019
(Income in 2019 dollars, adjusted using the CPI-U-RS. Households as of March of the following year. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>)

Characteristic
Number 

(thousands)
Number 

(thousands)

Percent change* in
real median income

(2019 less 2018)

2018 2019

Median income
(dollars)

Median income
(dollars)
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(Percent of aggregate income)

Year
Lowest 
quintile

Second 
quintile

Third 
quintile

Fourth 
quintile

Highest 
quintile

Top 5 
percent

2019 3.1 8.3 14.1 22.7 51.9 23.0

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).  

Note: For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Share of Aggregate Household Income by Quintile: 2019
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(Percent of aggregate income)

Year
Lowest 
quintile

Second 
quintile

Third 
quintile

Fourth 
quintile

Highest 
quintile

Top 5 
percent

2019 3.1 8.3 14.1 22.7 51.9 23.0

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).  

Note: For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Share of Aggregate Household Income by Quintile: 2019



Gini Index of Money Income: 1967 to 2019
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Notes: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect 
the implementation of the redesigned income questions. In 1993, there was a change in data collection methodology.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 24
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Real Median Earnings: 1960 to 2019
Total workers Full-time, year-round workers

25

0
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1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019

$48,800

$35,800

Males

Females

Earnings in thousands (2019 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019

Recession

$57,500

$47,300

Males

Females

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Earnings rounded to nearest $100. Workers aged 15 
and older.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Female-to-Male Earnings Ratio: 1960 to 2019
(Full-time, year-round workers, aged 15 and older)
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and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Workers aged 15 and older.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 26
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Workers with Earnings by Sex: 1967 to 2019
Total workers Full-time, year-round workers
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89.0 million

80.8 million
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Females

Recession

52.0 million

67.1 million

1967 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019

Males

Females

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Workers aged 15 and older.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 27
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Full-time, Year-round Workers with Earnings by Sex: 2007 to 2019
Median Earnings Number of Workers
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Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Earnings rounded to nearest $100. Workers aged 15 and older. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



(Earnings in 2019 dollars, adjusted using the CPI-U-RS)

Recessions

November 1948 October 1949
July 1953 May 1954
August 1957 April 1958
April 1960 February 1961

2007 62,984            55,762             45,613              43,388              December 1969 November 1970
2008 59,861            55,192             44,156              42,548              November 1973 March 1975
2009 56,053            56,292             43,217              43,333              January 1980 July 1980
2010 56,283            56,347             43,179              43,347              July 1981 November 1982
2011 57,993            54,911             43,683              42,284              July 1990 March 1991
2012 59,009            55,106             44,042              42,158              March 2001 November 2001

 20131 61,240            54,980             44,629              42,644              December 2007 June 2009
2014 62,455            54,462             46,226              42,829              Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research

2015 63,887            55,263             47,211              43,965                                Cambridge, MA  02138

2016 64,953            55,015             48,328              44,270                                www.nber.org
 20172 66,500            54,427             49,227              44,449              
2018 67,205            56,293             50,795              45,914              
2019 67,080            57,594             51,868              47,007              

1 The 2014 CPS ASEC included redesigned questions for income and health insurance coverage. All of the approximately 98,000 addresses were eligible to receive the 
redesigned set of health insurance coverage questions. The redesigned income questions were implemented to a subsample of these 98,000 addresses using a 
probability split panel design. Approximately 68,000 addresses were eligible to receive a set of income questions similar to those used in the 2013 CPS ASEC and the 
remaining 30,000 addresses were eligible to receive the redesigned income questions. The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample 
which received the redesigned income questions consistent with the 2015 CPS ASEC, approximately 30,000 addresses. 

Note: For changes in survey and data processing methodology, see footnotes in Table A-7 of the report, Income and Poverty in the United States: 2019 , U.S. Census 
Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-270. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

2 Estimates reflect the implementation of an updated data processing system, allowing users to evaluate the impact, and should be used to make comparisons to 
2018 and subsequent years. 

Year Trough month Year

Number with 
earnings 

(thousands)

Median 
earnings 
(dollars)

Number with 
earnings 

(thousands)

Median 
earnings 
(dollars)

Men Women

Full-Time, Year-Round Workers with 
Earnings by Sex: 2007 to 2019

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Year

Full-time, year-round Workers

Peak month



Highlights: 
Official Poverty

• The official poverty rate in 2019 was 10.5 percent, 
down 1.3 percentage points from 11.8 percent in 2018. 
This is the fifth consecutive annual decline in poverty.

• The number of people in poverty in 2019 was 34.0 
million, approximately 4.2 million fewer than 2018. 

• In 2019, a family with two adults and two children was 
categorized as “in poverty” if their income was less 
than $25,926 dollars.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 
1959 to 2019
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Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated 
processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).





Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic 
Origin: 1959 to 2019
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Notes: People as of March of the following year.  The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated 
processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for 
Blacks is not available from 1960 to 1965.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 31
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Population in Poverty Relative to Total Population: 2019 

32

Ratio

Note: People as of March of the following year.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Race and Hispanic 
Origin Group 

Percentage of 
Total Population

Percentage of the 
Population In Poverty

Ratio

White, Non-Hispanic 59.9 41.6 0.7
Black 13.2 23.8 1.8
Hispanic 18.7 28.1 1.5
Asian 6.1 4.3 0.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

Population in Poverty Relative to Total Population: 2019

Note:  Federal surveys give respondents the option of reporting more than 
one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are possible. A 
group, such as Asian, may be defined as those who reported Asian and no 
other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those who reported 
Asian regardless of whether they also reported another race (the race-alone-
or-in-combination concept). This figure shows data using the first approach 
(race alone). Use of the single-race population does not imply that it is the 
preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census Bureau uses a 
variety of approaches.



Population in Poverty Relative to Total Population
Aged 65 and Older: 2019

Ratio
Note: People as of March of the following year.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 33



Race and Hispanic 
Origin Group

Percentage of 
Total Population

Percentage of the 
Population In Poverty

Ratio

White, Non-Hispanic 75.8 57.7 0.8
Black 9.6 19.5 2.0
Hispanic 8.8 16.9 1.9
Asian 4.8 5.1 1.0

Population in Poverty Relative to Total Population Aged 65 and Older: 
2019

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

Note:  Federal surveys give respondents the option of reporting more than 
one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are possible. A 
group, such as Asian, may be defined as those who reported Asian and no 
other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those who reported 
Asian regardless of whether they also reported another race (the race-alone-
or-in-combination concept). This figure shows data using the first approach 
(race alone). Use of the single-race population does not imply that it is the 
preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census Bureau uses a 
variety of approaches.



Population in Poverty Relative to Total Population 
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 2019

Recession

0.7
0.7

1.2

1.8
1.9

1.5

0.7

3.2

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2019

Black

Hispanic (any race)

Non-Hispanic White

Asian

Ratio

Notes: People as of March of the following year.  The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the 
updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Data for Blacks is not available from 1960 to 1965.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Survey 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 34
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2019

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2019

Aged 18 to 64 

Under age 1817.0%

27.3%

35.2%

Aged 65 and older

14.4%
9.4%
8.9%

RecessionPercent

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated 
processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for 
people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not available from 1960 to 1965.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 35



Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2019
(Percent)

1959 27.3 17.0 35.2 1989 19.6 10.2 11.4 2017 1 17.4 11.1 9.6 November 1948 October 1949
1960 26.9 N N 1990 20.6 10.7 12.2 2018 16.2 10.7 9.7 July 1953 May 1954
1961 25.6 N N 1991 12 21.8 11.4 12.4 2019 14.4 9.4 8.9 August 1957 April 1958
1962 25.0 N N 1992 11 22.3 11.9 12.9 April 1960 February 1961
1963 23.1 N N 1993 10 22.7 12.4 12.2 December 1969 November 1970
1964 23.0 N N 1994 9 21.8 11.9 11.7 November 1973 March 1975
1965 21.0 N N 1995 8 20.8 11.4 10.5 January 1980 July 1980
1966 17.6 10.5 28.5 1996 20.5 11.4 10.8 July 1981 November 1982
1967 21 16.6 10.0 29.5 1997 19.9 10.9 10.5 July 1990 March 1991
1968 15.6 9.0 25.0 1998 18.9 10.5 10.5 March 2001 November 2001
1969 14.0 8.7 25.3 1999 7 17.1 10.1 9.7 December 2007 June 2009
1970 15.1 9.0 24.6 2000 6 16.2 9.6 9.9 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research
1971 20 15.3 9.3 21.6 2001 16.3 10.1 10.1                   Cambridge, MA  02138
1972 19 15.1 8.8 18.6 2002 16.7 10.6 10.4                   <www.nber.org>
1973 14.4 8.3 16.3 2003 17.6 10.8 10.2
1974 18 15.4 8.3 14.6 2004 5 17.8 11.3 9.8
1975 17.1 9.2 15.3 2005 17.6 11.1 10.1
1976 16.0 9.0 15.0 2006 17.4 10.8 9.4
1977 16.2 8.8 14.1 2007 18.0 10.9 9.7
1978 15.9 8.7 14.0 2008 19.0 11.7 9.7
1979 17 16.4 8.9 15.2 2009 20.7 12.9 8.9
1980 18.3 10.1 15.7 2010 4 22.0 13.8 8.9
1981 16 20.0 11.1 15.3 2011 21.9 13.7 8.7
1982 21.9 12.0 14.6 2012 21.8 13.7 9.1
1983 22.3 12.4 13.8 2013 3 19.9 13.6 9.5
1984 15 21.5 11.7 12.4 2013 2 21.5 13.3 10.2
1985 14 20.7 11.3 12.6 2014 21.1 13.5 10.0
1986 20.5 10.8 12.4 2015 19.7 12.4 8.8
1987 13 20.3 10.6 12.5 2016 18.0 11.6 9.3
1988 13 19.5 10.5 12.0 2017 17.5 11.2 9.2

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling
error, and definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Recessions
YearTrough monthYearPeak month

For footnotes, see last slide of Poverty section.

Under 
age18

Aged         
18 to 64

Aged 65  
and olderYear Year YearAged 65  

and older
Aged         

18 to 64
Under 
age18

Aged 65  
and older

Aged         
18 to 64

Under 
age18



Family Poverty Rates by Type: 1959 to 2019
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Notes: Families as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated 
processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 36-37
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Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected 
Characteristics: 2018 to 2019

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 38-41





Historical Poverty Footnotes



For more information:
<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-270.html> 

• Income and Poverty in the United States: 2019
• Detailed and Historical Tables
• Poverty Thresholds
• America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers

• “Poverty Rates for Blacks and Hispanics Reached Historic 
Lows in 2019”

• “Was Household Income the Highest Ever in 2019?”
• “More Young Adults Lived in Shared Households in 

2019”
• Research Matters 

• “How Does the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: Using 
Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse in the 
Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement”
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Supplemental Poverty Measure

Liana E. Fox
Statistician
Economic Characteristics
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Highlights
• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 

2019 was 11.7 percent. This was 1.0 percentage 
point lower than 2018 and the lowest rate since 
estimates were initially published for 2009.

• The SPM rate for 2019 was 1.3 percentage points 
higher than the official poverty rate of 10.5 percent.

• There were 16 states plus the District of Columbia 
for which SPM rates were higher than official 
poverty rates, 25 states with lower rates, and 9
states for which the differences were not statistically 
significant.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

44



Official and SPM Thresholds for Units with Two Adults 
and Two Children

Supplemental Poverty Measure
Thresholds, 2019

$29,234 $28,881 

$25,926 $24,980 

Official Owners Owners Renters
poverty with a without a
measure mortgage mortgage

45

Source: Official Poverty Thresholds, <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html>, 
Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), <https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>, Geographic adjustments 
based on housing costs from the American Community Survey 2014-2018.



Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2018 and 2019

12.8
13.7

12.2
13.6

11.7
12.5

11.2
12.8

All People Under 18
years

18 to 64
years

65 years
and older

(In Percent) 20192018

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 
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(Percent)

Characteristic 2018 2019

All People 12.8% 11.7%
Under 18 years 13.7% 12.5%
18 to 64 years 12.2% 11.2%
65 years and older 13.6% 12.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic
Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, 
and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2018 
and 2019



Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty Estimates: 2019

10.5

14.4

9.4 8.9

11.7 12.5
11.2

12.8

All People Under 18
years

18 to 64
years

65 years
and older

SPMOfficial1(In Percent)

47

1 Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).  



(Percent)

Characteristic Official* SPM

All People 10.5% 11.7%
Under 18 years 14.4% 12.5%
18 to 64 years 9.4% 11.2%
65 years and older 8.9% 12.8%

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, 
and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Comparison of SPM and Official Poverty 
Estimates: 2019



Poverty Rates Using the Official Measure and the SPM:  
2009 to 2019

0

5

10

15

20

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Percent

Official1

SPM

11.7%
10.5%

15.1%

14.5%

1 Includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15.
Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 48



Poverty Rates Using the Official Poverty Measure and the SPM: 2009 to 2019

(Rates in percent)

2009 14.5 15.1
2010 15.3 15.9
2011 15.1 16.1
2012 15.1 16
2013 14.6 15.5

 20131 14.8 15.9
2014 14.8 15.6
2015 13.5 14.5
2016 12.7 14.0
 2017 12.3 13.9
 20172 12.3 13.0
2018 11.8 12.8
2019 10.5 11.7

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
1The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesign income questions. 
2The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, 
see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Year
Official Poverty 

Rate*
Supplemental 
Poverty Rate



SPM Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2009 to 2019

0

10

20

30

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Non-Hispanic White

Hispanic (any race)

Asian

Black

Percent

18.9%

11.7%

8.2%

18.3%

27.1%

18.3%

10.3%

23.1%

Note: The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of 
the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 49



(Percent)

2009 15.1 10.3 23.1 18.3 27.1
 20102 15.9 11.0 25.3 16.6 27.7
2011 16.1 11.0 25.6 16.9 27.9
2012 16.0 10.7 25.8 16.7 27.8

 20133 15.5 10.7 24.7 16.4 26.0
 20134 15.9 11.1 24.0 15.9 27.0
2014 15.6 10.9 23.6 17.3 25.9
2015 14.5 10.3 22.8 16.1 22.6
2016 14.0 9.9 21.6 14.7 22.0
2017 13.9 9.8 22.1 15.1 21.4

 20175 13.0 9.0 20.6 14.0 20.5
2018 12.8 8.7 20.4 13.9 20.3
2019 11.7 8.2 18.3 11.7 18.9

2Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.

Supplemental Poverty Rates by Race1 and Hispanic Origin: 2009 to 2019

Black alone

4The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC sample which received the redesigned income questions, approximately 30,000 addresses.
5 Estimates reflect the implementation of an updated processing system and should be used to make comparisons to 2018 and subsequent years

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality 
protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Year All races White alone, 
not Hispanic

1Starting with the 2003 CPS, respondents were allowed to choose more than one race.  This table presents the single-race population for 2009 to present.  For 
example White alone refers to people who reported White and did not report any other race category.

3The 2014 CPS ASEC included redesigned questions for income and health insurance coverage.  All of the approximately 98,000 addresses were eligible to receive 
the redesigned set of health insurance coverage questions.  The redesigned income questions were implemented to a subsample of these 98,000 addresses using a 
probability split panel design.  Approximately 68,000 addresses were eligible to receive a set of income questions similar to those used in the 2013 CPS ASEC and 
the remaining 30,000 addresses were eligible to receive the redesigned income questions.  The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC 
sample which received the income questions consistent with the 2013 CPS ASEC, approximately 68,000 addresses. 

Asian alone Hispanic (any 
race)



Difference in Poverty Rates by State Using the Official Measure 
and the SPM: 3-Year Average 2017 to 2019

1 Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  
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(Rates in percent)
State Official* SPM State Official* SPM 

United States 11.5 12.5 1.0 * SPM higher than official Missouri 11.1 9.2 -1.9 * SPM lower than official
Alabama 14.7 13.1 -1.6 * SPM lower than official Montana 10.1 8.9 -1.2 * SPM lower than official
Alaska 11.8 12.3 0.5 Not statistically different Nebraska 10.2 9.2 -1.1 Not statistically different
Arizona 12.1 12.0 -0.1 Not statistically different Nevada 12.1 13.4 1.3 * SPM higher than official
Arkansas 15.0 12.5 -2.4 * SPM lower than official New Hampshire 5.6 8.3 2.7 * SPM higher than official
California 11.4 17.2 5.8 * SPM higher than official New Jersey 8.2 12.5 4.4 * SPM higher than official
Colorado 9.1 11.3 2.2 * SPM higher than official New Mexico 17.2 13.6 -3.5 * SPM lower than official
Connecticut 9.7 11.2 1.5 * SPM higher than official New York 12.1 14.4 2.3 * SPM higher than official
Delaware 7.6 10.5 2.9 * SPM higher than official North Carolina 13.6 13.1 -0.6 Not statistically different
District of Columbia 13.7 16.7 3.0 * SPM higher than official North Dakota 10.1 9.3 -0.8 * SPM lower than official
Florida 12.9 15.4 2.6 * SPM higher than official Ohio 12.4 10.1 -2.3 * SPM lower than official
Georgia 13.3 13.3 Z Not statistically different Oklahoma 12.4 10.7 -1.7 * SPM lower than official
Hawaii 9.4 13.4 4.0 * SPM higher than official Oregon 9.8 11.0 1.1 * SPM higher than official
Idaho 10.0 8.4 -1.6 * SPM lower than official Pennsylvania 10.5 10.9 0.4 Not statistically different
Illinois 10.4 11.4 1.1 * SPM higher than official Rhode Island 9.8 7.3 -2.4 * SPM lower than official
Indiana 11.2 10.3 -0.8 * SPM lower than official South Carolina 14.4 13.1 -1.3 * SPM lower than official
Iowa 8.7 6.7 -1.9 * SPM lower than official South Dakota 10.6 9.2 -1.4 * SPM lower than official
Kansas 10.4 7.4 -3.0 * SPM lower than official Tennessee 12.1 11.0 -1.2 * SPM lower than official
Kentucky 14.2 11.2 -3.1 * SPM lower than official Texas 12.7 13.7 1.0 * SPM higher than official
Louisiana 19.1 16.2 -2.9 * SPM lower than official Utah 7.6 8.0 0.4 Not statistically different
Maine 11.4 9.6 -1.9 * SPM lower than official Vermont 9.0 9.4 0.4 Not statistically different
Maryland 7.6 12.0 4.4 * SPM higher than official Virginia 9.7 11.5 1.8 * SPM higher than official
Massachusetts 9.2 11.2 2.0 * SPM higher than official Washington 8.8 9.0 0.2 Not statistically different
Michigan 10.7 9.7 -0.9 * SPM lower than official West Virginia 15.6 13.3 -2.4 * SPM lower than official
Minnesota 7.4 6.5 -0.9 * SPM lower than official Wisconsin 8.7 7.5 -1.3 * SPM lower than official
Mississippi 19.1 15.2 -3.9 * SPM lower than official Wyoming 10.5 9.5 -1.0 * SPM lower than official

*Includes unrelated individuals under age 15.

Difference Difference

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). For information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Difference in Poverty Rates by State Using the Official Measure and the 
SPM: 3-Year Average 2017 to 2019



Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2019

Numbers in millions

-7.5

-2.5

-2.9

-2.6

-0.7

-1.2

-0.3

-0.5

-0.2

-0.1

-0.2

0.3

1.1

4.1

5.0

7.7

Social Security

Refundable tax credits

SNAP

SSI

Housing subsidies

Child support received

School lunch

TANF/general assistance

Unemployment insurance

LIHEAP

Workers' compensation

WIC

Child support paid

Federal income tax

FICA

Work expenses

Medical expenses

-26.5

51-55
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). 



Program
Under 18 

years 18 to 64 years 65 years and 
over All Ages

Social Security -1.436 -7.479 -17.539 -26.455
Refundable tax credits -4.015 -3.366 -0.116 -7.498
SNAP -0.994 -1.224 -0.278 -2.496
SSI -0.536 -1.829 -0.511 -2.875
Housing subsidies -0.763 -1.252 -0.632 -2.647
Child support received -0.365 -0.278 -0.013 -0.656
School lunch -0.661 -0.480 -0.022 -1.163
TANF/general assistance -0.160 -0.124 -0.009 -0.293
Unemployment insurance -0.133 -0.299 -0.041 -0.472
LIHEAP -0.030 -0.093 -0.045 -0.167
Workers' compensation -0.018 -0.093 -0.023 -0.133
WIC -0.127 -0.102 0.000 -0.229
Child support paid 0.079 0.167 0.013 0.259
Federal income tax 0.149 0.873 0.081 1.103
FICA 1.284 2.617 0.164 4.064
Work expenses 1.521 3.208 0.244 4.973
Medical expenses 1.416 4.049 2.199 7.664
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (CPS ASEC).  For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, 
and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2019 (in millions)



For more information:
<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/demo/p60-272.html> 

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2019

• SPM Poverty Thresholds by Geography

• Potential Improvements to the SPM for 2021
• www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/supplemental-

poverty-measure/library/working-papers/topics/potential-
changes.html
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Health Insurance Coverage

Sharon M. Stern
Assistant Division Chief
Employment Characteristics
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Health Insurance Coverage
• Estimates come from two surveys: the 

Current Population Survey (CPS ASEC) and 
the American Community Survey (ACS).

• This report presents CPS ASEC estimates of 
calendar-year coverage in 2019 and ACS 
estimates of changes in coverage at the 
time of interview and for key populations. 
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Calendar-Year Coverage in 2019

• The percentage of people without health insurance 
coverage for the entire calendar year was 8.0 
percent, or 26.1 million people.

• 68.0 percent of people were covered by 
private health insurance at some point 
during the year.

59

• The percentage of people with public 
coverage was 34.1 percent

68.0%
Private 

Coverage

34.1%
Public

Coverage

92.0%
Any 

Coverage

Note: The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health insurance.
Source: 2020 Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance Coverage: 2019

*Includes CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), as well as care 
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

8.0

92.0

68.0

56.4

10.2

2.6

34.1

18.1

17.2

1.0

Uninsured

With health insurance

Any Private Plan

     Employment-based

     Direct-purchase

     TRICARE

Any Public Plan

     Medicare

     Medicaid

     VA and CHAMPVA

Uninsured

With health insurance

Any private plan

Employment-based

Direct-purchase

TRICARE

Any public plan

Medicare

Medicaid

VA and CHAMPVA*
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Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance Coverage: 2019



Uninsured Rate by State: 2019

U.S. Total 9.2

: A state with a circle around its abbreviation expanded Medicaid eligibility on or before January 1, 2019.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates.
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Change in Uninsured Rate by State: 2018 to 2019

U.S. Total +0.3

62

: A state with a circle around its abbreviation expanded Medicaid eligibility on or before January 1, 2019.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 and 2019 American Community Surveys, 1-Year Estimates.
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Percentage Point Change in Coverage 
at the Time of Interview

• Between 2018 and 2019, the 
percentage of people without health 
insurance at the time of interview 
increased 0.3 percentage points.

• There was no statistical change in 
private coverage

• Public coverage decreased 0.2 
percentage points between 2018 and 
2019.

Source: 2018 and 2019 American Community Surveys, 1-Year Estimates.
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Change in Coverage at the Time of Interview



Percentage of People Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2008 to 2019
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 to 2019 American Community Surveys (ACS), 1-Year Estimates.
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Percentage of People Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2008 to 2019



Percentage of People Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Age: 2008 to 2019
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Percentage of People Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2008 to 2019



Percentage Without Health Insurance Coverage by Income to 
Poverty Ratio: 2018 to 2019

12.5

23.4

17.1

4.8

12.9

24.0

18.0

5.1

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Total Below 100%
of poverty

Between
100% and
399% of
poverty

At or above
400% of
poverty

Adults Aged 19 to 64

Pe
rc

en
t U

ni
ns

ur
ed

68

5.2 6.6 6.4
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Notes: Label indicates statistically different from zero change between 2018 and 2019 at the 90 percent confidence level. Differences are 
calculated with unrounded numbers, which may produce different results from using the rounded values in the figure.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 and 2019 American Community Survey (ACS), 1-Year Estimates.
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Percentage Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Income to Poverty Ratio: 2018 to 2019



Percentage Without Health Insurance Coverage by Race and 
Hispanic Origin: 2018 to 2019
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Percentage Without Health Insurance Coverage 
by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2018 to 2019



For more information:

70

<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-271.html> 

• Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2019
• Detailed and Historical Tables

Research Matters
“How Does the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: 
Using Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse 
in the Current Population Survey Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement”

Working Papers
• “Coronavirus Infects Surveys, Too: Nonresponse 

Bias During the Pandemic in the CPS ASEC” 
(SEHSD-WP2020-10)

• “The Influence of COVID-19-related Data 
Collection Changes on Measuring Health 
Insurance Coverage in the 2020 CPS ASEC” 
(SEHSD-WP2020-13)



Closing

David G. Waddington
Chief, Social, Economic, and Housing Statistics Division

September 2020

URL: http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2020/income_poverty.html
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http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2012/income_poverty.html


.

Highlights
• Real median household income increased 6.8 percent to $68,700 between 2018 

and 2019. 

• The official poverty rate in 2019 was 10.5 percent, down 1.3 percentage points 
from 2018. In 2019, there were 34.0 million people in poverty, a decrease of 
4.2 million people from 2018. 

• The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) rate in 2019 was 11.7 percent. This 
was 1.0 percentage point lower than 2018. 

• The percentage of people without health insurance coverage for the entire 
calendar year was 8.0 percent, or 26.1 million people. 

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 and 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements 
(CPS ASEC).
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For More Information:
Income and Poverty in the United States: 2019

• <https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-270.html> 

The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2019
• <https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-272.html> 

Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2019
• <https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-271.html> 

Detailed and Historical Tables

America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers
• “Was Household Income the Highest Ever in 2019?”
• “Poverty Rates for Blacks and Hispanics Reached Historic Lows in 

2019”
• “More Young Adults Lived in Shared Households in 2019”

Research Matters Blog
• “How Does the Pandemic Affect Survey Response: Using 

Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse in the CPS ASEC”
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019
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Michael Cook, 
Chief,  Public Information Office 
(PIO)

Trudi Renwick, 
Assistant Division Chief,
Economic Characteristics

Income and Poverty Report

David Waddington,
Chief, Social, Economic, 
and Housing Statistics Division

Liana Fox, 
Statistician, Economic Characteristics

Supplemental Poverty Measure Report

Sharon Stern, 
Assistant Division Chief, 
Employment Characteristics

Health Insurance Coverage Report

Press *1 to ask a
Question



Reminder of Upcoming Releases…

American Community Survey Embargo

• Embargo began at 10 a.m. EDT, Sept. 15 for release at 12:01 a.m. Sept. 17

• Looks at statistics for geographic areas with populations of 65,000 or more

• Find more information in census.gov newsroom
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

Additional questions or to request an interview, contact the:

Public Information Office
Tel: 301-763-3030 

Email: pio@census.gov
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

America Counts: Stories Behind the 
Numbers

New Income, Poverty and Health Insurance stories following the news 
conference at:

census.gov/AmericaCounts
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

THANK YOU TO THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS!

1. Current Population Survey (CPS ASEC)
2. American Community Survey (ACS)
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019

THANK YOU TO OUR FIELD REPRESENTATIVES & TELEPHONE INTERVIEWERS!

The additional challenge of obtaining interviews during the COVID-19 
pandemic increased the difficulty of this task. Without their dedication, the 
preparation of this report would not be possible.
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Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance: 2019
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Michael Cook, 
Chief,  Public Information Office 
(PIO)

Trudi Renwick, 
Assistant Division Chief,
Economic Characteristics

Income and Poverty Report

David Waddington,
Chief, Social, Economic, 
and Housing Statistics Division

Liana Fox, 
Statistician, Economic Characteristics

Supplemental Poverty Measure Report

Sharon Stern, 
Assistant Division Chief, 
Employment Characteristics

Health Insurance Coverage Report

Thank you for 
joining us!
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