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2020 Census Provides a New Snapshot of 
Racial and Ethnic Composition and Diversity

Improved Race and Ethnicity Measures Reveal 
U.S. Population is More Multiracial

2020 U.S. Population More Racially and 
Ethnically Diverse Than Measured in 2010



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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2020 Census Asked Two Separate Questions 
on Hispanic Origin and Race

Significant 
changes from 

2010 Census for 
race and ethnicity 
question designs, 
data processing, 

and coding.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Improvements to 2020 Census Question Designs, 
Data Processing, and Coding Procedures

• Yield a more accurate portrait of 
 how people self-identify.

• Reveal U.S. population is much 
 more multiracial and more diverse.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

2020 Census Illuminates U.S. Racial and 
Ethnic Composition
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
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2020 Census Illuminates U.S. Racial and 
Ethnic Composition

10 Largest Cities in 2020
Cities 2000  

population
2010  

population
2020  

population

Percent 
change: 

2000–2010

Percent 
change: 

2010–2020

New York, New York 8,008,278 8,175,133 8,804,190 2.1 7.7

Los Angeles, California 3,694,820 3,792,621 3,898,747 2.6 2.8

Chicago, Illinois 2,896,016 2,695,598 2,746,388 –6.9 1.9

Houston, Texas 1,953,631 2,099,451 2,304,580 7.5 9.8

Phoenix, Arizona 1,321,045 1,445,632 1,608,139 9.4 11.2

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1,517,550 1,526,006 1,603,797 0.6 5.1

San Antonio, Texas 1,144,646 1,327,407 1,434,625 16.0 8.1

San Diego, California 1,223,400 1,307,402 1,386,932 6.9 6.1

Dallas, Texas 1,188,580 1,197,816 1,304,379 0.8 8.9

San Jose, California 894,943 945,942 1,013,240 5.7 7.1
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Multiracial Populations Accounted for
Most of the Change in Each Race Category
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Cross Tabulation of 
Hispanic Origin by Race 
(Table P2)

P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Data 

Table P2  
Hispanic or Latino, and 
Not Hispanic or Latino by Race
Universe: Total population



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

2020 Census Shows Di�erent But 
Reasonable and Expected Distributions

• 2020 Census and 2010 Census race data 
comparisons should be made with 
caution, taking into account 
improvements.

• Results are not surprising.

• Results align with expert research and 
findings.

• Improvements more accurately illustrate 
richness and complexity of how people 
identify within O�ce of Management and 
Budget (OMB) standards.

Improved Race and Ethnicity Measures Reveal 
U.S. Population is More Multiracial



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Comparing Cross-Tabulated Race and Ethnicity Data

• Cross-tabulated race and ethnicity 
statistics are not as impacted by race 
reporting patterns of Hispanic 
respondents.

• We are confident changes in diversity 
measures reflect actual demographic 
changes, as well as improvements to 2020 
Census question designs, data processing, 
and coding.

Measuring Racial and Ethnic Diversity 
for the 2020 Census



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Measuring Racial and Ethnic Diversity in 
the 2020 Census 

Concept of “diversity” refers to representation and relative size of di�erent 
racial and ethnic groups within a population.

Second-Most 
Prevalent Race or 
Ethnicity Group 
by County: 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Note: Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, non-Hispanic, and Some Other Race alone, 
non-Hispanic were not the second most prevalent group in any county. 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: Public U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Note: Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, non-Hispanic, Some Other Race alone, non-Hispanic, and Two 
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2020 Census Provides a New Snapshot of 
Racial and Ethnic Composition and Diversity

Improved Race and Ethnicity Measures Reveal 
U.S. Population is  More Multiracial

2020 U.S. Population More Racially and 
Ethnically Diverse Than Measured in 2010



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Our interactive data visualizations available on census.gov 
can help you explore statistics for your state, county, and 
areas across the United States.




