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Ten largest cities 2000 
Population

2010 
Population

2020 
Population

Percent Change: 
2000-2010

Percent Change: 
2010-2020

New York, New York 8,008,278 8,175,133 8,804,190 2.1 7.7

Los Angeles, California 3,694,820 3,792,621 3,898,747 2.6 2.8

Chicago, Illinois 2,896,016 2,695,598 2,746,388 -6.9 1.9

Houston, Texas 1,953,631 2,099,451 2,304,580 7.5 9.8

Phoenix, Arizona 1,321,045 1,445,632 1,608,139 9.4 11.2

Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

1,517,550 1,526,006 1,603,797 0.6 5.1

San Antonio, Texas 1,144,646 1,327,407 1,434,625 16.0 8.1

San Diego, California 1,223,400 1,307,402 1,386,932 6.9 6.1

Dallas, Texas 1,188,580 1,197,816 1,304,379 0.8 8.9

San Jose, California 894,943 945,942 1,013,240 5.7 7.1

Ten Largest Cities in 2020 *to be recreated by contractors
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

Summary

• U.S. population growth slowed this decade, only the 1930s had slower 
growth.

• Fewer states, metro areas, and counties had rapid population growth this 
decade. 

• Population decline was widespread this decade—most counties lost 
population between 2010 and 2020.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File;
Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File.

• On average, smaller counties tended to lose population and more populous 
counties tended to grow.

• Population growth this decade was almost entirely in metro areas:

 �  Metro areas grew by 8.7% and micro areas grew by 0.8%.

 �  Population in territory not in a metro or micro area declined by 2.8%.

• All 10 of the country’s most populous cities grew this decade.

Summary Continued


